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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CIVIL DIVISION 

JOSEPH REDNER, an individual, 

Plaintiff, 

v. Case No: 2017-CA-002403 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEAL TH, 

Defendant. 
_________________ / 

NOTICE OF FILING DEPOSITION TRANSCRIPT IN LIEU OF 
TESTIMONY FOR HEARING 

COMES NOW the Plaintiff, JOSEPH REDNER, by and through the undersigned 

counsel, hereby gives notice of filing the following: 

DESCRIPTION 

A. Transcript of Deposition of Dr. Barry Gordon, taken on December 11, 2017, in lieu of 

testimony at hearing scheduled for December 20, 2017. 

B. Transcript of Deposition of Alexander Sandorf, taken on December 11, 2017, in lieu of 

testimony at hearing scheduled for December 20, 2017. 

C. Transcript of Deposition of Dr. Dustin Sulak, taken on December 12, 2017, in lieu of 

testimony at hearing scheduled for December 20, 2017. 

D. Transcript of Deposition of Joseph Redner, taken on December 12, 2017, in lieu of 

testimony at hearing scheduled for December 20, 2017. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Luke Lirot 
Luke Lirot, Esquire 
Florida Bar Number 714836 
Luke Charles Lirot, P.A. 
2240 Belleair Road, Suite 190 
Clearwater, Florida 33764 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

800 

Telephone: (727) 536-2100 
Facsimile: (727) 536-2110 
Email: luke2@lirotlaw.com 
Alternate email addresses: 
j immy@lirotlaw.com 
iustin(iD.lirotlaw .com 
Attorney for Plaintiff 

CERTIFICATE OF SERV1CE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on December 13, 2017, a true and correct copy of the above 

and foregoing has been furnished in accordance with Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 

2.516 to Michael J. Williams, Esquire at michael.williams@flhealth.gov, to Amber Stoner, 

Esquire at amberstoner@shutts.com, to Jason Brent Gonzalez, Esquire at 

jasongonzalez@shutts.com, and to Amanda L. Derby-Carter, Esquire at 

Amanda.l.derby@gmail.com. 

ls/Luke Lirot 
Luke Lirot, Esquire 
Florida Bar Number 714836 
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Filing# 65484077 E-Filed 12/15/2017 05:34:08 PM 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CIVIL DIVISION 

JOSEPH REDNER, an individual, 

Plaintiff, 
CIVIL DIVISION: S 

vs. 
CASE NO: 2017-CA-002403 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
an agency of the State of 
Florida, 

Defendant. 

**************************************************** 

DEPOSITION OF 
BARRY M. GORDON, M.D. 

(via Skype) 

**************************************************** 

DATE: 

TIME: 

LOCATION: 

REPORTED BY: 

Monday, December 11, 2017 

Commencing at 9:21 a.rn. 
Concluding at 11:39 a.rn. 

Shutts & Bowen, LLP 
4301 West Boy Scout Boulevard 
Suite 300 
Tampa, Florida 

JUANITA ANNETTE BUTLER 
Stenographic Court Reporter 
INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Notary Public, State of Florida 
Commission No. FF 944824 
Expires: December 21, 2019 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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APPEARANCES: 

LUKE C. LIROT, ESQUIRE 
Luke2@LirotLaw.com 

LUKE CHARLES LIROT, P.A. 
2240 BELLEAIR ROAD 
SUITE 190 
CLEARWATER, FLORIDA 33764 
727.536.2100 

Counsel for Plaintiff 

JASON GONZALEZ, ESQUIRE (via Teleconference) 
JasonGonzalez@Shutts.com 

SHUTTS & BOWEN, LLP 
215 SOUTH MONROE STREET 
SUITE 804 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32301 
850.521.0600 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Counsel for Defendant 

JOSEPH REDNER 
JUSTIN ANDREWS 
JEFFREY MARKS 

EXAMINATION INDEX 

BARRY M. GORDON, M.D. PAGE 

DIRECT BY MR. LIROT 
CROSS BY MR .GONZALEZ 
CROSS BY MR. GONZALEZ 
REDIRECT BY MR. LIROT 
STIPULATION 
CERTIFICATE OF OATH 
CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

P R O C E E D I N G S 

MR. LIROT: Sir, give us your name and notary 

certification number. 

THE NOTARY: Patrick DeLuca. That's spelled 

D-e-L-u-c-a. My commission number is GG130325. 

MR. LIROT: And the expiration date? 

MR. DELUCA: 8/1 of '21. 

MR. LIROT: Very good. You may swear in the 

witness. 

MR. DELUCA: Do you swear or affirm that the 

evidence you about to give will be the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth? 

THE DEPONENT: I do. 

MR. LIROT: All right. 

Good morning, sir. We're going to go ahead 

and put some appearances on the record before we 

ask you any questions. 

I'm Luke Lirot, co-counsel for Joseph Redner, 

the plaintiff. I'm joined here by my IT 

specialist, Justin Andrews, and by the plaintiff, 

Joseph Redner, and by Mr. Redner's administrative 

assistant, Jeffrey Marks. 

MR. GONZALEZ: And, by videoconference, this 

is Jason Gonzalez with the Shutts & Bowen law 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 

2 

firm, representing the Department of Health. And 

I am in Tallahassee, Florida but appearing by 

3 videoconference. 

4 BARRY M. GORDON, M.D., 

5 the witness herein, being first duly sworn under oath, 

6 was examined and testified as follows: 

7 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

8 BY MR. LIROT: 

9 Q. Why don't you go ahead and state your name and 

10 spell your name for the record. 

11 

12 

A. My name is Dr. Barry Gordon. B-a-r-r-y. 

Middle name Mark, M-a-r-k. G-o-r-d-o-n. I'm a medical 

13 doctor, M.D. 

14 Q. Dr. Gordon, have you ever had your deposition 

15 taken before? 

16 A. I have in the past through my years of 

17 emergency medicine work up in Ohio. 

18 Q. Okay. Just a few brief reminders. Obviously, 

19 this is a little different than a normal conversation. 

20 It's the equivalent of testifying in a court of law. 

21 You're under oath, so all your answers need to be true 

22 and correct. 

23 You need to please wait for me to finish my 

24 question before you begin your answer. 

25 And even though we have video Skype and 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 everything, because we have a court reporter taking 

2 down simply a transcript, it's important that you 

3 respond to questions with a "yes" or a "no" as opposed 

4 to an "uh-huh" or an "uh-uh." 

5 If any question that I ask you is unclear for 

6 any reason, please ask me to rephrase the question and 

7 I will try to do so. If you answer the question, then 

8 certainly we will understand that you do understand the 

9 question and you're able to give me an answer. 

10 You said you were an M.D. What is your 

11 current profession? 

12 A. I'm in general practice focusing on medical 

13 cannabis. 

14 Q. And tell us a little something about your 

15 educational and work history. 

16 

17 

A. Right. I grew up in Akron, Ohio. And 

matriculated through public schools in Akron. I went 

18 to the Ohio State University both for my undergraduate 

19 studies and a bachelor of arts and sciences in 

20 communications. And was accepted to Ohio State Medical 

21 School as well. 

22 I went to Ohio State Medical School under the 

23 three-year program -- accelerated program and graduated 

24 in June of 1981. 

25 I then went to Mount Sinai Medical Center in 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 Cleveland, Ohio to undertake an emergency medicine 

2 residency program. It was a flexible internship first 

3 year with two years of emergency medicine residency 

4 thereafter. 

5 Since then, I've had various positions in 

6 emergency medicine in northeast Ohio prior to retiring 

7 in May of 2015 due to some health issues, blood 

8 pressure issues. And then came down here to Florida. 

9 Q. Doctor, what's your date of birth? 

10 A. 5/21/1956. 

11 Q. And I'm going to ask you a few questions about 

12 the you're founder and chief medical officer of The 

13 Compassionate Cannabis Clinic? 

14 

15 

A. 

Q. 

That's correct. 

When did you begin to undertake the 

16 responsibilities to operate that particular clinic? 

17 A. Right. Well, upon the passage of the 

18 constitutional amendment in November of 2016, my 

19 business partner, Patrick DeLuca, and I had been really 

20 in conversations about a lot of the social impact of 

21 cannabis on society through the years. We quickly 

22 developed the idea to bring compassionate cannabis care 

23 to Florida shortly after the election. 

24 We undertook a business plan and process, 

25 including the evaluation of the state's constitutional 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 

6 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

807 

1 amendment, what it said to the best of our 

2 interpretation. And then we decided to open up our 

3 clinic literally on January 3rd of 2017, which is when 

4 the constitutional amendment was enacted. There was 

5 some vagaries to certain things in that regard, but we 

6 felt very comfortable in establishing our clinic, once 

7 again, on January 3rd of 2017. 

8 Q. And what special research or academic studies 

9 did you engage in to give you the qualifications to 

10 operate the clinic? 

11 A. Well, it's interesting, of course. There's 

12 literally no teaching in medical schools, surely not 

13 when I went to medical school back in 1978 through '81, 

14 and very few established programs today. 

15 So I think the education comes from the CME 

16 courses that are provided. I took the eight-hour 

17 course that was provided by the state at the time. And 

18 then augmented it with the 32-hour course offered by 

19 The Learning Page, as well as many other CME-included 

20 and non-included conferences about the state and 

21 nationally, quite frankly, over the past year. 

22 So it's, quite frankly, a matter of tracking 

23 down the information that can be gleaned in a pretty 

24 new space, quite frankly. 

25 Q. I take it "CME" is continuing medical 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 education? 

2 A. That would be correct. 

3 Q. So if you could, try to break down those 

4 courses, so that we can gain some greater knowledge of 

5 your study and expertise in this area. 

6 

7 

A. Sure. Well, the eight-hour course was offered 

by The Learning Page. It's written literally by two 

8 Harvard-based physicians, I believe. They also offer 

9 an expanded 32-hour course that I took up at a 

10 conference in Pittsburgh last March, which was, once 

11 again, early -- the conference also 

12 Q. Doctor, we had a screen freeze. If you 

13 could -- if you don't mind starting your answer to that 

14 question over again, and I apologize. 

15 

16 

A. No problem at all. 

Well, you know, I think the training starts 

17 with the taking of the formal course. At that time, it 

18 was an eight-hour course offered by the -- I believe 

19 Florida Medical Association. That was the official 

20 certification course to become a certified cannabis 

21 clinician here in the state of Florida. So the 

22 training surely starts with that formally. 

23 I've also since taken a 32-hour course up in 

24 Pittsburgh at the World Medical Cannabis Expo. That 

25 was also offered by The Learning Page but was a much 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 more expanded course. 

2 I also attended the -- and actually was on the 

3 faculty of the first American Medical Marijuana 

4 Physicians Association -- or AMMPA -- conference back 

5 in October of this year. Once again, I was on the 

6 faculty there. And that was another very much 

7 cannabis-focused educational and research-based 

8 meeting. 

9 There have been a number of other less formal 

10 settings: meeting with various physicians around the 

11 state, other people that have been practicing. 

12 But, you know, the availability, quite 

13 frankly, of course, is such that you need to actively 

14 pursue them, quite frankly, in order to gain the 

15 training that you need to practice. 

16 Q. I think you have mentioned this, but what is 

17 the minimum standards in the state of Florida to become 

18 a certified cannabis clinician? 

19 A. Right. The minimal standards, quite frankly, 

20 are, to my understanding, just the taking, at this 

21 point, of a two-hour course to become a certified 

22 cannabis recommender here in the state of Florida. 

23 

24 

Q. 

A. 

All right. 

I don't think, to my knowledge, there's any 

25 other requirements at this time, educationally. 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 Q. So all of the other training and education 

2 that you testified to is over and above the Florida 

3 requirements? 

4 A. That would be true. And, of course, I've 

5 taken the new two-hour course, as well. That was 

6 required on top of the old eight-hour course by new 

7 statute. 

8 Q. If you could, try to give me the title or the 

9 entity responsible for providing access to this 

10 education and what topics you would have studied for 

11 each of those individual efforts. 

12 A. Well, you know what, it's hard to find 

13 practice standards, quite frankly, within cannabis 

14 medicine. The Society of Cannabis Clinicians, which is 

15 one of the more established groups out of California, 

16 has established some practice guidelines and clinical 

17 standards. I've reviewed those. And I am a member of 

18 the Society of Cannabis Clinicians. Their president, 

19 Dr. Jeffrey Hergenrather, was on the faculty with me at 

20 AMMPA, as well. 

21 Q. For mercy on the court reporter, I might ask 

22 you to spell that last name? 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Hergenrather? 

Yes. 

H-e-r-g-e-n-r-a-t-h-e-r. That was a good test 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 for me this morning, too. 

2 

3 

Q. 

A. 

I'm sorry to have interrupted. Go ahead. 

He's the president of the Society of Cannabis 

4 Clinicians at this time. And, you know, we've had 

5 extensive discussions about practice guidelines. And, 

6 like I said, they published them. But literally, to my 

7 knowledge, there's not any specific set of practice 

8 guidelines that we follow here in Florida. 

9 Q. All right. And can you give me some of the 

10 different topics that you would have studied in trying 

11 to develop your discipline and expertise in this area? 

12 A. Sure. I apologize for not answering that 

13 because I know that was the basis of your question. 

14 Sure. Any topics would include, absolutely, 

15 studies of the 11 enumerated conditions here in 

16 Florida, including multiple sclerosis, Parkinson's 

17 disease, cancer treatment and therapies, HIV/AIDS, 

18 treatment of glaucoma, PTSD, of course, Crohn's 

19 disease, other intestinal illnesses, surely focused 

20 upon autoimmune disease. 

21 Once again, just a very broad discussion of 

22 the endocannabinoid system, which is the organ system 

23 of the body that literally reacts to the cannabinoids. 

24 So there's general science involved that doctors, in 

25 general, don't really get trained on before they start 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 into the practice. And then, once again, as you 

2 related, many specific topics towards specific medical 

3 conditions that one may encounter. 

4 Q. In your studies, have you become familiar with 

5 some of the historical uses of marijuana for medical 

6 usage? 

7 

8 

9 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Indeed. Yes, I have. 

And can you describe those for us, please? 

Well, I think the description -- quite 

10 frankly, we may not have time enough in the deposition 

11 to do so. We can go back through the eons. Quite 

12 frankly, back to ancient Chinese literature, surely, 

13 ancient Indian literature, both native American and 

14 about the Indian continent itself. 

15 Dr. O'Shaughnessy was the primary clinician 

16 from the Western world who went from England to the 

17 Indian continent to learn about what was called "ganja" 

18 at the time and some of the miracles that they were 

19 finding from the plant. 

20 Of course, back in the 1800s, when 

21 Dr. O'Shaughnessy was doing his thing, medicines were 

22 essentially plant-based and there really was not a 

23 whole lot of manufacturing involved. So the search for 

24 the substances on the planet that can be medicinal was 

25 really the foremost practice of medicine at the time in 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 many ways. 

2 So you can go back that far, should you wish. 

3 You can surely just date it to the foundation of our 

4 own country where cannabis was demanded, literally by 

5 the founding fathers, to be grown on every colonial 

6 farm for its benefits: hemp on the industrial side for 

7 sails and rope and fabric and such things of that 

8 nature, and then, literally, the cannabis sativa plant 

9 on the other side, which was well-known for its various 

10 medicinal benefits. 

11 Q. So looking at history, is it safe to say that 

12 marijuana has been utilized for medical purposes for 

13 what appears to be thousands of years? 

14 

15 

A. Without question. 

And, you know, once again, I think even the 

16 term "marijuana'' -- I think needs to be recognized as a 

17 newer term brought in for various reasons with some 

18 degree of speculation to the purpose of renaming the 

19 cannabis sativa plant to marijuana. So we try to, 

20 quite frankly, refer to it as cannabis. Not to educate 

21 here during the depo, necessarily. 

22 Q. Well, why don't you tell us how that 

23 distinction arose? 

24 A. Well, to the best of my understanding, it 

25 arose back in the days of Mexican racial profiling. 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 When the intent would be to, so to speak, utilize it in 

2 a battle against some of the immigration policies back 

3 in the time back in California and the southwest. 

4 There's a lot of literature that supports it. I'm 

5 surely not the expert on it. But I would suspect that 

6 there would be people that would be able to give a much 

7 deeper understanding of it. But it's felt to be, in 

8 some degrees, a racial use of the term. 

9 

10 

Q. 

A. 

Would you prefer that I call it cannabis? 

I would. Yeah, I would. 

11 And there's many activists about the state 

12 that are actively petitioning to make sure that it's 

13 always called cannabis in every bit of legislation and 

14 every constitutional mention about the state. 

15 Q. All right. Now, have you had an opportunity 

16 to study the different forms or different substances, 

17 or applications allowed in the state of Florida for 

18 cannabis for medical purposes? 

19 

20 

A. 

Q. 

Yes, I have. 

And can you describe those to us and explain 

21 what those are? 

22 A. Well, in the state of Florida, at this point, 

23 the products that are the most accessible are the 

24 oil-based processed products; the whole flower 

25 availability in Florida at this point has been 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 restricted, of course, to the vaporization of 

2 whole-flower product. That would be a dried and 

3 processed product, of course. That's actually had some 

4 limitations in the availability as well due to things 

5 that have happened at the DOH level with the MMTCs, 

6 which, of course, are the dispensary organizations. 

7 The patients, in general, have access to 

8 oil-based products in vape form at this time, which is 

9 a heating-up process of the oils; not smoking, of 

10 course. Also in the oils that are delivered in the 

11 sublingual fashion and in oral form, essentially pill 

12 form, that are available in the ingestible fashion. 

13 There also are topical preparations that are 

14 really more skin-based treatments and perhaps some 

15 degree of absorption. But they don't -- at this point, 

16 it's felt that they don't absorb into the bloodstream 

17 necessarily for high THC or CBD levels. 

18 And although we haven't really been able to 

19 locate it, we know that the MMTCs are actively working 

20 a suppository form of delivery. 

21 Q. So for the sake of our record, MMTC is medical 

22 marijuana treatment center? DOH would be the 

23 Department of Health? 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

That would be correct. Sure. 

And in your position as a certified cannabis 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 clinician, what limitations or interference does the 

2 limit of available modalities, if you will, have on 

3 your ability to treat patients? 

4 A. Well, there are limits. There's an artificial 

5 limit as well at this point. Certifying physicians, 

6 recommending physicians, for example, are only allowed 

7 to put in two -- are only able, let's put it this way, 

8 to put in two routes of delivery at one specific time. 

9 We've been told this is a limitation of the registry 

10 system itself and not necessarily anything that was 

11 statutory. But that is surely one difficulty with the 

12 system at this point. 

13 Another, of course, and surely most pertinent 

14 to this case 

15 Q. I'm going to interrupt you and ask you if you 

16 can explain that in greater detail, the beginning of 

17 your answer? 

18 A. Right. When a doctor puts an order or a 

19 recommendation into the state's registry, the registry 

20 is literally set up with a dropdown type of menu 

21 system, and there's only four boxes available. There 

22 are two boxes available for the low THC cannabis 

23 product. And then there are two boxes available for 

24 the medical marijuana or higher THC medications or 

25 products. 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 You're only allowed to put in two routes of 

2 the delivery for each of the entities -- the low THC, 

3 and then the medical marijuana product. 

4 Q. When you say "two routes of delivery,'' can you 

5 explain that? 

6 A. Right. You can put in the vaporization route, 

7 for example. And then the oral route or the topical 

8 route or the rectal suppository route. You can't put 

9 in all three -- the vape, oral, and topical -- at the 

10 same time. It literally doesn't allow it physically to 

11 be done. 

12 Q. What would the rationale for that be, if you 

13 know? 

14 A. We've asked numerous times for the rationale 

15 on that. The best explanation that we've gotten, it 

16 was a limitation in the design of the registry system 

17 itself. We've not been able to conclude that there's 

18 been any statutory reasons for that or regulatory 

19 reasons. 

20 Q. So this wouldn't be a medical explanation as 

21 much as a technical obstacle from what I hear your 

22 testimony saying? 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

That would be my understanding. 

How does that interfere with your ability as a 

25 doctor in recommending medicinal cannabis to your 
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1 patients? 

2 A. Well, it interferes, I think, in general just 

3 by getting in the way of the doctor-patient 

4 relationship, which really should be the highest 

5 priority, I think, within the relationship in and of 

6 itself. Patients come with desires. And doctors, 

7 within the appropriate practice of medicine, should be 

8 able to meet the desires. 

9 Some patients absolutely desire to vaporize 

10 their medicines. Also take something sublingually 

11 and/or oral. And then they may have psoriatic skin 

12 condition, for example, a particular joint or an area 

13 of their back or neck that they want to try the topical 

14 on; the fibromyalgia patient, for example, or the 

15 peripheral neuropathy patient, the topicals have been 

16 shown to be an effective way to treat those conditions 

17 as well. It just, in general, gets in the way of 

18 giving the patients the options that, quite frankly, 

19 they desire and deserve. 

20 In a more specific manner, of course, and, I 

21 think, specific to this case is the limitation of 

22 having the availability of whole flower usage 

23 absolutely limits the access to the cannabinoid profile 

24 that all patients should have the access to. 

25 Q. And I'm going to ask you some specific 
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1 questions about Mr. Redner in a moment. But I just 

2 want to speak to you more generally about the broad 

3 scope of these issues, if I may. 

4 And I'd just like to verify that my 

5 terminology is accurate. Would you refer to these 

6 different things as "different methods of 

7 administration" or "different modalities"? What's the 

8 proper medical terminology? 

9 A. I think "routes of administration" would be 

10 appropriate. For example, we don't use a intravenous 

11 route of administration, so it would be an inhalation 

12 route, a sublingual route, an ingestion or oral route, 

13 topical route, rectal. So, I think, "route" would be a 

14 reasonable term to use. 

15 

16 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. 

"Mechanism" would be not unreasonable as well. 

17 But to me, "routes of administration," I think, would 

18 be a very common medical phraseology and term. 

19 Q. In your research, did you come to any 

20 conclusions about whether different routes of 

21 administration would provide more benefits for 

22 different types of medical conditions? 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

Yes, sir. 

Can you describe that research and any 

25 conclusions you may have reached in that regard? 
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1 A. I think the issue of research, of course, just 

2 on the general scope of things, it deserves mention. 

3 Unfortunately, we haven't been able to do enough 

4 research, in general, about medical cannabis; surely, 

5 here in the United States secondary to the Federal 

6 Schedule 1 designation. So the lack of research is one 

7 of the things, of course, that is most troublesome 

8 about the entire process. 

9 However, what we do know is that cannabinoids 

10 exist in different states of being based upon their --

11 what's called their carboxylation status. So that the 

12 raw cannabinoids, before they are heated or processed 

13 in a way to decarboxylate them, surely have 

14 different -- and felt by many to be more beneficial 

15 medical benefits than the combusted cannabis itself. 

16 So the interesting aspect to the research that 

17 I have been undertaking is that, yes, the cannabinoids 

18 can have many, many different medicinal benefits 

19 throughout their spectrum, both in the noncombusted and 

20 in the combusted form, but absolutely in the 

21 uncombusted form can have significant medical benefits. 

22 Q. All right. I'm going to try this: 

23 Carboxylation would be c-a-r-b-o-x-i-1-a-t-i-o-n? 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

Right. There may be a "y" in there somewhere. 

Okay. 
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1 

2 

A. 

Q. 

Right. 

And if you could, can you explain the term 

3 "carboxylation status"? 

4 A. Right. Well, essentially -- and not being a 

5 chemist -- THC, which is the active -- let's call it 

6 the psychoactive ingredient in cannabis, as well as 

7 cannabidiol, which is known to be the most active -- do 

8 you need spellings? 

9 THC is tetrahydrocannabinol, of course, 

10 delta-9. That is the psychoactive component of the 

11 cannabis sativa plant. Cannabidiol is felt to be the 

12 most active nonpsychoactive, right, but medicinal 

13 component of the other cannabinoids. There's felt to 

14 be 113 total cannabinoids. So one THC, one CBD, and 

15 then many, many others. 

16 What we do know is that in their acidic state, 

17 both THC and CBD have different properties. Especially 

18 with the THC, it's nonpsychoactive. So until they are 

19 activated, right, they are not really the same. 

20 So the actual activation, both by heating or 

21 by otherwise processing and removing that part of the 

22 molecule, changes them. Either, once again, by heating 

23 or otherwise processing. 

24 

25 acidic. 

In their raw form, once again, they are 

In the processed form, they are not. And 
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1 that's what changes them from the, once again, THC-A 

2 and CBD-A to the active forms. 

3 Q. In creating these different substances for 

4 different routes of administration, does that require 

5 some kind of manufacturing or refining? What kind of 

6 processes are used to create these different substances 

7 for different routes of administration? 

8 A. Heating of the products is the most common 

9 way, of course, to process. That would be the heating 

10 up of the vapor product or, of course, the lighting up 

11 of the flower product. Once again, down here in 

12 Florida, since there's no smoking, the chemical 

13 processing, it would be, once again, the removal of the 

14 carboxyl component in a different way. 

15 But the most common way, of course, is by 

16 heating. That's why you can take products and eat them 

17 in a brownie, for example, or the other ways that 

18 cannabis may have been ingested in the past. Looking 

19 for the psychoactive side of it, you would put the 

20 product into something where you're heating it up. So 

21 that can be done in various ways. 

22 Q. Would that change the efficacy of medical 

23 cannabis in the treatment of various medical 

24 conditions? 

25 A. It does. It does. I think there's research 
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1 that shows that and a strong belief in that. 

2 Q. You've mentioned a few times now that smoking 

3 is not allowed. Where do you derive that 

4 restriction -- from where do you derive that 

5 restriction? 

6 A. I think that's restricted right now by 

7 statute. There's litigation involved with that, of 

8 course, at the state level. And I think it's pretty 

9 well known about the medical cannabis world at this 

10 point that, of course, smoking is not an acceptable 

11 route of administration here in Florida at this time. 

12 Q. Would that be more of a governmental 

13 restriction as opposed to a decision or option based on 

14 medical science? 

15 A. I think it's a governmental decision, quite 

16 frankly. 

17 Q. All right. Would smoking be a considered 

18 route of administration if that restriction wasn't in 

19 place? 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

Absolutely. 

Now, I want to ask you something about 

22 Mr. Redner. And we're talking about Joseph Redner, an 

23 individual, the plaintiff in this particular action. 

24 When did you first meet Mr. Redner? 

25 A. I met Mr. Redner on September of 2017. 
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1 Q. And, obviously, I'm going to ask you some 

2 things about your medical consultations with 

3 Mr. Redner. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

MR. LIROT: And for the record, I want to 

make it clear that we understand that discussion 

of -- private medical discussions between a doctor 

and patient are governed by HIPAA 

regulations. It's my understanding that 

Mr. Redner -- and he'll certainly verify this in 

his deposition. But for the record, Mr. Redner is 

11 going to waive any kind of HIPAA restrictions that 

12 would preclude you providing complete and thorough 

13 responses to the questions I'm going to ask. 

14 BY MR. LIROT: 

15 

16 

17 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Do you acknowledge that? 

Yes. 

All right. Now, Mr. Redner came to you as a 

18 certified cannabis clinician at some point; is that 

19 correct? 

20 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

23 date. 

24 Q. 

That would be correct. 

And when did that take place? 

That would be on that September 20, 2017, 

All right. And in speaking to Mr. Redner, did 

25 you evaluate whether or not he had one of the medical 
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1 conditions necessary to allow the use of medicinal 

2 cannabis? 

3 

4 

A. 

Q. 

Yes, I did. 

Why don't you go ahead -- I don't want to get 

5 too deeply into the narrative. But rather than 

6 interrupt you with a lot of questions, why don't you go 

7 ahead and discuss that doctor-patient interview and 

8 what you did with Mr. Redner. 

9 A. Right. Well, the discussion with Mr. Redner 

10 focused essentially on his treatment of his Stage IV 

11 lung cancer that he's courageously battled over the 

12 past number of years and, quite frankly, a very 

13 fascinating course of treatment. Mr. Redner, of 

14 course, being focused on his health to the extent of 

15 having a broad knowledge base and, quite frankly, being 

16 very active in his own healthcare. 

17 It was a visit in which I became knowledgeable 

18 about his views of the importance of his treatment 

19 regimen. And it was an honor to assist him in his 

20 pursuit of wellness. 

21 Q. In discussing this matter with Mr. Redner, did 

22 you become aware that he is a vegan? 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

I did. I did. Yes, of course. 

And just for the purposes of this record, can 

25 you tell us what a vegan is? 
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1 A. Sure. I mean a vegan is someone who, 

2 obviously, to my understanding, avoids pretty much all 

3 animal-derived products in their diet. 

4 Q. And as far as Mr. Redner's condition, did you, 

5 as his certified cannabis clinician, come to any 

6 conclusions about what would be the optimal route of 

7 administration for medicinal cannabis for Mr. Redner? 

8 A. Well, I think for someone who is as motivated 

9 as Mr. Redner, and surely as knowledgeable, and is 

10 willing to undertake a juicing regiment, as Mr. Redner, 

11 the ability to juice what many feel, quite frankly, is 

12 a vegetable, cannabis sativa, would be a remarkable 

13 benefit to him to the extent of his ability to achieve 

14 the cannabinoid ratios and levels that he feels -- as 

15 many physicians, as well, feel could best treat and 

16 continue to suppress his cancer. 

17 Q. All right. Now, if you would, in comparison 

18 to being able to juice the whole plant, does that 

19 eliminate or reduce any risk of contamination that 

20 might arise in the refinement or creation of the other 

21 substances for different routes of administration? 

22 A. For the first time, I'm going to beg -- I 

23 didn't understand the question. 

24 Q. I guess, to put it in common words, the other 

25 routes of administration you said came from heating the 
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1 substance, creating other substances different than the 

2 natural plant. So with that as a predicate, would the 

3 processes in those methods, to create the substances 

4 available for different routes of administration, would 

5 those increase the likelihood of contamination more so 

6 than providing access to the natural plant? 

7 

8 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. I think that's fair to say. 

And are you aware of the current status of the 

9 availability of methods to test or evaluate the purity 

10 of those other substances as far as possible 

11 contamination or other chemical or physical 

12 characteristics of the substances in those other areas? 

13 A. To my knowledge, the state absolutely has a 

14 testing program that the MMTCs are required to follow 

15 to best ensure that the quality of the product from the 

16 pesticides, molds, things of that nature is pure. 

17 Q. Have you been able to do any research or form 

18 any opinion about the success rate of that particular 

19 process? 

20 A. Results are posted online. And we've looked 

21 at them to the extent of the reliability of them. I 

22 don't think that I'd be qualified to act as the expert 

23 on that. 

24 

25 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. 

But the results are available, you know, for 
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1 those who wish to see them. 

2 Q. So in performing a medical evaluation of 

3 Mr. Redner, have you come to a conclusion about the 

4 optimal route of administration for Mr. Redner to 

5 derive benefit from the use of medical cannabis? 

6 A. I do believe that the optimal route of 

7 administration for Mr. Redner would be the juicing of 

8 the raw plant. 

9 What we do know from the limited research 

10 that's been done is that you can surely achieve a much 

11 higher level of the CBD and THC products in the 

12 bloodstream secondary to a juicing regimen. The 

13 reasons for that would be the tolerance to the THC 

14 itself. 

15 But also chemically the CBD-A, specifically, 

16 as well as THC-A, is able to concentrate at the site of 

17 activity in a much higher concentration in the acidic 

18 state than it is in the nonacidic state. 

19 So there's two issues. One is in the patient who 

20 does not have a lot of THC experience, the ability to 

21 achieve that level of THC in the bloodstream can 

22 sometimes be limited by mental effects, psychoactive 

23 effects. But on the other side, there's actually a 

24 chemical basis to believe that the acidic THC and CBD-A 

25 compounds absolutely can be more effective. 
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1 So, once again, in lieu of more research being 

2 needed, I think, absolutely, from my reading and 

3 research, the availability of those unactivated THC-A 

4 and CBD compounds can be significant. 

5 And I do believe that, especially in 

6 Mr. Redner's case, being the active vegan that he is 

7 and that being his lifestyle, I feel, quite frankly, 

8 that medicinal benefits for him are very, very clear. 

9 Q. All right. And under the current policies of 

10 the Department of Health, does Mr. Redner have the 

11 ability to obtain the whole plant to juice medical 

12 cannabis for use in his medical treatment? 

13 A. No, he does not. Because when you juice, you 

14 need to use fresh plant product. Literally, you need 

15 to use it within two or three days after it's picked 

16 off the plant. The product can't be dried and 

17 processed. 

18 You use both the leaf product as well as the 

19 bud product of the plant. And in most of the juicing 

20 regimens, it actually calls for a slightly immature bud 

21 as well. 

22 So it's really the type of thing that you need 

23 to have access to the growing plant, so to speak, so 

24 that you can guarantee the freshness of the product, so 

25 to speak, prior to any type of processing. 
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1 Q. In your research and based on your expertise, 

2 is there anything unsafe about that route of 

3 administration? And by that I mean by juicing the 

4 marijuana plant in the way you've just described? 

5 A. None. I've come upon no research that shows 

6 that there is a deleterious effect. 

7 Q. And, as we've discussed it, the restrictions 

8 against obtaining a growing plant and being able to 

9 juice medical cannabis, would you say -- and I hate to 

10 call on you as a master of the obvious, but would you 

11 say that that limits the availability of that route of 

12 administration to a medical cannabis patient? 

13 

14 

A. 

Q. 

Yes, it does. 

Now, you used some terms, and I'm going to go 

15 back just to some general questions for just a moment. 

16 But you talked about different acidity levels and 

17 carboxylation status levels and things of that nature. 

18 If you could, to the extent you haven't done 

19 so already, can you explain how the refinement of 

20 cannabis for creating substances for different routes 

21 of administration affects those acidity and 

22 carboxylation statuses and what affect that may have on 

23 the efficacy of medicinal cannabis? 

24 A. Well, once again, I think it's a matter of 

25 just attempting to get the highest levels of the active 
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1 components against the illness that you're attempting 

2 to treat to the site at which you're trying to treat 

3 it. The acidic forms offer the advantage, once again, 

4 at the cell level of having the ability to have a 

5 higher concentration, actually, in many ways. In the 

6 neuro transfer aspects of treating multiple sclerosis 

7 and Parkinson's, for example, and certainly in the 

8 cancer-fighting aspects, the feeling being that the 

9 higher levels that you can -- that absorb into the 

10 cells themselves can be much more active than what's 

11 called the apoptosis process, which is the program cell 

12 death that goes on with the cancer-fighting 

13 capabilities of the combined cannabinoids. 

14 Once again, very scientific. Probably beyond 

15 my own capabilities of explanation. But, surely, it's 

16 just a matter of the difference between the 

17 carboxylated and the decarboxylated product. 

18 And, once again, the research, we need more. 

19 And I think that's another fundamental reason to make 

20 sure that this is available to our patients that are 

21 most in need so that we can begin to move this research 

22 forward. 

23 Q. Even in the light of the need for more 

24 research, are you comfortable that the research done up 

25 to this point would support your conclusions that the 
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1 optimal method for Mr. Redner -- the optimal route of 

2 administration for him would be juicing a growing plant 

3 of medical cannabis? 

4 

5 

A. 

Q. 

I do. 

And I just wanted to ask you something: When 

6 you use the term "acidic," I take it that that's 

7 somewhat synonymous with a growing plant? Can you 

8 explain that for me, make sure my terminology is 

9 properly understood? 

10 A. Well, the acidic nature of anything is just 

11 basically secondary to what's called the pH of it. pHs 

12 under 7 are acidic. pHs over 7 are what's called 

13 basic. Once again, science type of stuff mostly, but 

14 it has to do with absorptions and things of that 

15 nature. In this case, the acidic forms have much 

16 different properties than the nonacidic forms. 

17 Q. All right. Is there anything that I have not 

18 asked you that you think would be important for me to 

19 know relative to you providing the services of a 

20 certified cannabis clinician to Mr. Redner? 

21 Is there anything I haven't asked that would 

22 be relevant to that relationship or the issues we're 

23 discussing? 

24 A. I think, quite frankly, it just breaks down to 

25 the Hippocratic Oath, in and of itself, to help 
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1 patients the best you can and do no harm. One thing 

2 that I do know about medical cannabis is that the 

3 risk-benefit ratio towards patients -- and surely 

4 Mr. Redner -- are far towards the benefits with 

5 essentially minimal to zero risks. 

6 As I promise my patients, to promise 100 

7 percent of anything isn't fair. On the success side of 

8 things, I think that's kind of being a snake oil 

9 

10 

salesman, so to speak. So I try to avoid such things. 

But I'm proud to offer a 100 percent safety 

11 margin and ratio to my patients. And I think if you 

12 really look at what's important throughout the entire 

13 medical cannabis program and actually in statute, and 

14 how I am to document on my charts when I recommend 

15 medical cannabis, is that the risk-benefit ratio is far 

16 in favor of utilizing medical cannabis. And in 

17 Mr. Redner's case, absolutely, his best benefits would 

18 come from juicing the raw product. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. LIROT: All right. 

Doctor, I'm going to ask for just a brief 

break in this deposition, so I can confer with 

Mr. Redner to see if there are any other areas of 

inquiry he would like me to explore before I turn 

you over to my colleague. 

If we can take a break for just a brief 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

moment. 

MR. GONZALEZ: That would be great. Thanks. 

(Whereupon, there was a recess.) 

MR. LIROT: We have no further questions at 

this point. I'm going to allow my colleague to 

make inquiry on behalf of the Department of 

Health. And thank you very much, Doctor. 

THE DEPONENT: Thank you. 

MR .GONZALEZ: Thank you, Dr. Gordon. This 

10 is Jason Gonzalez for the Department of Health in 

11 Tallahassee. 

12 CROSS-EXAMINATION 

13 BY MR .GONZALEZ: 

14 Q. First, I want to make sure, can you hear me 

15 okay from where I am? 

16 

17 

A. 

Q. 

Yes, I can, Mr. Gonzalez. Thank you. 

If you can't understand me at any time or the 

18 audio cuts out, just please wave your hand and let us 

19 know, so I can repeat the question. 

20 Now, you testified that you first met 

21 Mr. Redner on September 20th of 2017. And I just want 

22 to understand, did he already have a certification as a 

23 qualifying patient at that time? 

24 Can you just audibly answer? 

25 A. Yes. My understanding is that he did. 
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1 Q. Okay. Do you know who he received that 

2 certification from? 

3 A. I don't have that name in front of me at this 

4 particular point in time, but we surely have that. 

5 That doctor would have had to have released Mr. Redner 

6 from his care before I could appropriately put his 

7 orders into the registry, but I don't have that name in 

8 front of me. 

9 Q. Okay. At the time that you first visited with 

10 him, did you review any medical records for Mr. Redner? 

11 A. I did. I did. He provided his medical 

12 records. 

13 Q. Okay. And what did you understand to be his 

14 condition at that time with respect to his Stage IV 

15 lung cancer? 

16 A. Well, I think, like all cancer patients, you 

17 know, I think remission is a, quote/unquote, semantic 

18 term. I think the good news is, is Mr. Redner 

19 continues to be in relatively good health and continues 

20 to battle his cancer. But my understanding at this 

21 point is the cancer is not necessarily, quote/unquote, 

22 active at this time. 

23 Q. Okay. Well, tell me when was he diagnosed 

24 with the Stage IV lung cancer? 

25 A. You know, I don't have his records in front of 
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1 me. I absolutely can grab them and give those 

2 specifics to you. But my understanding, it was 

3 approximately four years or so prior to my seeing him. 

4 Q. Okay. And when you saw him, did you review 

5 what treatments he had received prior to visiting you 

6 for that condition? 

7 

8 

A. 

Q. 

Briefly, but not extensively. 

Do you recall what treatments he had 

9 previously received? 

10 A. Not at this time. I would have to go and get 

11 the medical records, and I'd be happy to go through 

12 them and discuss the specifics of his treatment. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. LIROT: Would you like the doctor to try 

to retrieve Mr. Redner's file, so that he can 

review that in response to any questions you may 

have in this area? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Yeah. I think that would 

taking a few minutes to get those in front of him 

will make this go a lot quicker, actually. So if 

we want to just take a quick break and he can get 

those in front of him. 

MR. LIROT: Okay. Very good. So we'll go 

off the record. 

(Whereupon, there was a discussion off 

the record.) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 me. 

MR. LIROT: We're going to go back on the 

record. The doctor has retrieved the records he 

has for Joseph Redner. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION (resumed) 

A. Right. I have my computerized EMR in front 

7 Now, Mr. Redner's past history, of course, of 

8 his oncology care as he discussed with me, he had been 

9 out to consult with various cannabis oncology 

10 specialists. I, as an emergency-medicine-trained 

11 specialist and a "not oncologist,'' right, my focus 

12 tends to be more on where he's come since that oncology 

13 care. 

14 So scanned in records from his oncologist is 

15 surely something that I can go back and retrieve. But 

16 to my understanding, the treatments that Mr. Redner had 

17 undertaken had been successful up to this point. So to 

18 be honest with you, and, of course, under oath, I can't 

19 say exactly what specific chemotherapy regimens 

20 Mr. Redner would have undertaken in the past because, 

21 quite frankly, the relevancy of it to my care of him, 

22 it wasn't necessary to know that. 

23 So those past treatments can surely be 

24 retrieved should you want to have that on record in 

25 this type of hearing. But I'd have to go into another 
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1 aspect of my file system to pull those things up at 

2 this time. It's not anything that I would have 

3 documented in my medical record. 

4 BY MR. GONZALEZ: 

5 Q. All right. I don't think it's necessary to go 

6 back any further on that particular question right now. 

7 But at the time you first saw Mr. Redner, at that time 

8 was he receiving any chemotherapy or radiation? 

9 

10 

A. 

Q. 

No, he was not. 

And at that time, had he previously, during 

11 the course of -- do you know if he did receive 

12 chemotherapy or radiation for his treatment? Do you 

13 recall that? 

14 

15 

A. 

Q. 

I don't recall at this particular time. 

Okay. And do you know if at the time you 

16 first saw Mr. Redner, had he previously been receiving 

17 any medical cannabis treatment for his conditions? 

18 A. I do not know the specifics necessarily of 

19 what Mr. Redner was receiving. But I knew, of course, 

20 that he had been in the medical registry here in 

21 Florida. So, yes, the assumption would be that he had 

22 received medical cannabis therapy in the past. 

23 Q. Okay. But you don't recall specifically what 

24 types? If he did receive medical cannabis, what he was 

25 actually taking? 
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1 

2 

A. 

Q. 

No, I don't. 

And I understand you don't have the record 

3 right in front of you but -- okay. 

4 Do you recall what specific conditions he was 

5 seeking your care to treat with medical cannabis? Was 

6 it pain or nausea? What specifically was he seeking 

7 relief from at that time? As you've testified, he says 

8 he was in remission. 

9 A. Well, I think, in general, Mr. Redner's 

10 philosophy, and, I think, shared by many, is that the 

11 appropriate use of cannabis can act as an adjunct in 

12 further cancer suppression, active versus diseases in 

13 remission, things of that nature. I think it's a 

14 wellness thing for Mr. Redner as well. 

15 So to the extent of an active cancer process 

16 being treated versus a continuation of his general 

17 health, wellness, and remission process, I think 

18 there's a combined issue to it. And I think, that 

19 extent, once again, necessitates further research to 

20 know exactly the capabilities on both sides; both, 

21 active cancer treatment and the continued suppression 

22 in a state of remission. 

23 

24 

Q. And you testified that you wanted to recommend 

a regimen of juicing of cannabis. Did you prescribe 

25 any type of medical marijuana use at the time you first 
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1 saw him? 

2 A. Again, we don't prescribe, of course. That's 

3 an important distinction. 

4 Yes. I did put in an appropriate medical 

5 cannabis recommendation for Mr. Redner after I saw him. 

6 Q. Okay. And describe specifically what the 

7 recommendation was. 

8 A. The recommendation for Mr. Redner would have 

9 been for 200 milligrams of CBD, or low THC product --

10 technically, here in Florida in both the oral and 

11 the vaporization form. And, similarly, 200 milligrams 

12 daily in the medical marijuana section for vaping and 

13 oral administration. 

14 Q. And do you know if he used either of those 

15 recommendations? 

16 

17 

A. 

Q. 

No, I don't. 

And so both of those recommendations were for 

18 the available types of medical cannabis, but not the 

19 juicing? Is that what I understand? 

20 A. Yes. 

21 Q. Did you ever see Mr. Redner after that and get 

22 any report on if he had used those products and if he 

23 had any physical response to them? 

24 A. 

25 exam. 

I have not seen Mr. Redner since the original 
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1 Q. And do I understand correctly your testimony 

2 is -- and your opinion is that Mr. Redner would be 

3 better treated with juicing rather than these products 

4 that were recommended based on availability? 

5 A. I do. I believe that Mr. Redner 1 s treatment 

6 absolutely would be augmented by the availability of 

7 raw cannabis product. 

8 Q. You touched on this earlier. But if you 

9 could, describe to me why the juicing would be optimal 

10 as opposed to the other forms of the oral medical 

11 cannabis that you had recommended that were available 

12 at that time? 

13 A. Well, juicing, once again, allows for the 

14 acidic form of both the THC and the CBD to be 

15 administered at the appropriate levels. Once again, 

16 that's best done with raw product that has not been 

17 processed at all for any number of reasons. 

18 It's what's called the entourage effect. It 

19 gives the availability of products within the cannabis 

20 plant itself -- not to confuse things further -- but 

21 not just the cannabinoids but also the turbines and 

22 what are called flavonoids, and, quite frankly, other 

23 compounds that we probably don't even know about at 

24 this point. And, once again, I don't want to harp on 

25 it, but it's the lack of that 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

MR. LIROT: Doctor -- Doctor -- Doctor, I 

apologize. You're going to have to start that 

over. We had a glitch in your reception. So the 

record wasn't clear for the court reporter to 

transcribe. If you could -- and I know that you 

were deeply in a technical explanation. 

A. 

Do you want to tell us where he dropped off? 

(Whereupon, the pertinent portion of the 

answer was read by the Court Reporter.) 

Right. It's the lack of that research that, 

11 quite frankly, needs to drive the discussion further so 

12 that we can continue to answer some of these critical 

13 questions. 

14 The safety, of course, of the juiced product 

15 

16 

is very well-established. So I don't think it's a 

matter of the risk-benefit issues. I think it's just a 

17 matter of allowing the access so that we can give 

18 patients the most maximal benefit of the cannabis 

19 sativa plant that we can. 

20 BY MR .GONZALEZ: 

21 Q. How has the safety of the juiced product been 

22 established, as you say? 

23 A. Well, I think, quite frankly, it's been 

24 established through the years of use, both, clinically 

25 and through the millennium of history. It's just been 
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1 well-established really, just going back through the 

2 historical readings, that cannabis, quite frankly 

3 prior to the prohibitionism that we've been faced with 

4 from the federal Schedule I designation -- was widely 

5 regarded almost as a vegetable, quite frankly, because 

6 of the various medicinal properties of it, and the 

7 ability of the plant to be utilized in so many 

8 different ways; both, in the non-heated form and in the 

9 heated form. 

10 It's only through perception that, quite 

11 frankly, it was ever taken out of the vegetable 

12 category and placed into other categories. So I think, 

13 quite frankly, it's just a matter of how you view the 

14 cannabis sativa plant in and of itself. 

15 Q. Can you cite the historical readings that you 

16 referenced or any other written studies or publications 

17 on the 

18 A. The National Academy of Sciences at NIH 

19 recently published a significant series of articles 

20 that speak to the efficacy, research and safety data. 

21 I actually was going to print it up in prep for this 

22 morning's deposition. It's 584 pages, so I didn't 

23 print it out. But there's a wide body of research, 

24 quite frankly. 

25 Q. And so it was the National Academy of 
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1 Sciences. Do you know what month or quarter that was 

2 printed in or published? 

3 A. I can see if I still have it up on my 

4 computer. I believe it was back from July of 2017 was 

5 the most recent publication. You know, they do a 

6 series of updates as the research continues to come 

7 down. 

8 But the fact of the matter is, there's a wide 

9 debate, of course, about many things in regards to 

10 medical cannabis but I don't think, quite frankly, 

11 safety is one of them. But -- (audio disruption) --

12 to that nature perhaps, but I think from the safety 

13 side, in my 32 years of emergency medicine, I can 

14 easily say that I or none of my colleagues has ever 

15 resuscitated anybody from a cannabis overdose who has 

16 stopped breathing. 

17 Surely, the social consequences of cannabis, 

18 in general, are felt to be much less so than alcohol. 

19 So I can only give you not just the research experience 

20 that is clearly there, but also 32 years of anecdotal 

21 experience while practicing on the front lines of the 

22 emergency medicine business. 

23 Q. And if the raw plant was available to 

24 Mr. Redner, and you could have given him that 

25 recommendation for the juicing that you wanted to give 
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1 him, could you describe what -- did you actually tell 

2 him, Here is precisely what I would prescribe in the 

3 juicing regimen if it was available? 

4 A. Most of the juicing regimens call for ten 

5 leaves and two large 2- to 4-inch buds from the plant 

6 to be juiced daily. It's also important to know that 

7 there are certain times when the bud products will be 

8 felt to be higher in their medicinal benefits, which is 

9 just before ripening. 

10 That would be the recommendation. Once again, 

11 in general, it would be the ten leaves and the two 

12 larger buds per day. 

13 Q. Okay. And what type of -- there are different 

14 strains of cannabis, correct, which type were you 

15 recommending? 

16 A. Right. To the extent of strains of cannabis, 

17 specifically, it's hard to speak to that. There is 

18 surely regimens that are out there. Rick Simpson, 

19 quote/unquote, Oil, being one of the most well-known of 

20 the regimens, does call for a Indica strain of 

21 cannabis, more specifically. There are definitely 

22 strains felt to be more medicinal in their 

23 cancer-fighting capabilities. 

24 But I would say, here, in the Florida 

25 experience, it's not been necessarily something that 
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1 I've done a lot of research on because of the 

2 nonavailability of that strain specificity at this time 

3 in Florida. 

4 But in answer to your question, absolutely, to 

5 the extent of strain specificity and things of that 

6 nature, it's, once again, one of those areas where we 

7 need to know more. 

8 

9 

10 

Okay. And Q. 

A. If I could just add, there has absolutely been 

a body of research in other countries. Israel, 

11 specifically, as well as others that are starting to 

12 look into the genetics of the plants, matching up with 

13 the genetics of individuals and things of that nature. 

14 So, quite frankly, we're very early into the research 

15 process for those types of things. 

16 

17 on 

Q. Okay. So do you have an opinion right now 

or at the time you saw Mr. Redner on which strain 

18 would be part of his recommendation or would it not 

19 matter which strain he used? 

20 A. Right. I would say that, in general, you 

21 would most likely recommend one of the Indica strains, 

22 which are felt to be a little bit higher in their there 

23 potential for treating cancer-type processes. But, 

24 once again, there's no one specific strain that I would 

25 say at this particular point. 
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1 Q. Okay. And if available, is it my 

2 understanding that your recommendation would be for 

3 Mr. Redner to cultivate his own cannabis, as opposed to 

4 purchasing it, if it was available in the right form? 

5 A. Well, I think the advantage of growing your 

6 own is that you know exactly what you're growing, to 

7 the extent of the strains 1 the seed roots 1 things of 

8 that nature. You also can have 1 of course, the 

9 absolute knowledge of what compounds you used to 

10 fertilize and to protect the plant from molds and 

11 various pests, things of that nature. The ability to 

12 do that is an art 1 I think, to a certain extent. 

13 Growing cannabis, to my understanding, based 

14 upon the discussions that I've have had with the MMTC 

15 CEOs and cultivators is that, in Florida 1 because of 

16 the issues of environment, you need to absolutely be 

17 very well-knowledgeable in order to grow your 

18 appropriate medicinal product. So I think to a certain 

19 extent, it becomes the type of thing you need to be 

20 very serious about. And I don't think it's the kind of 

21 thing that's taken upon lightly. 

22 Q. And let me just clarify 1 is there any more 

23 detail to the type of juicing recommendation you would 

24 have given beyond what you testified to, ten leaves and 

25 two large 2- to 4-inch buds per day preferably of the 
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1 Indica strain? Is there any more detail that you would 

2 give him in that recommendation? 

3 A. Well, I think there are more details. I think 

4 that's just a generality based upon some of the various 

5 articles that I've read. 

6 Once again, not being a practitioner -- for 

7 example, out in California or out in one of the other 

8 states that have had the medical cannabis program for a 

9 longer period of time, I think it's difficult to 

10 acquire a vast body of patients, necessarily, 

11 personally. So I think you need to refer to those that 

12 have had that body of knowledge base and patient care. 

13 I think each physician develops their own body of 

14 knowledge at this particular point in time until we 

15 advance the medical cannabis expertise that we all want 

16 to have. 

17 So to the extent of other regimens, I'm sure 

18 they exist. And absolutely, positively, I think as we 

19 all grow and learn within the medical cannabis world, 

20 as the research progresses, we may develop different 

21 protocols. But that's the one that has come up most 

22 frequently in the reading that I've done. 

23 Q. Okay. But at this time, you don't know of any 

24 further details to that recommendation beyond the ten 

25 leaves and the two large buds of Indica cannabis 
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1 harvested just before ripening? At this time you don't 

2 know of anything else that would have been included in 

3 your recommendation? 

4 

5 

A. There are milligram protocols of THC if you 

dig a little bit deeper into the literature. For 

6 example -- once again, referring to, quote/unquote, 

7 Rick Simpson oil, specifically, he will speak to a 

8 certain number of milligrams in a certain number of 

9 days that you can achieve with your THC and CBD levels. 

10 And I sure would be happy to discuss the specifics of 

11 those type of milligram-dosage type of levels, but I 

12 think, quite frankly, in answer to your question, 

13 people are developing various protocols based upon 

14 various milligram doses as the science advances. 

15 Q. But right now you don't know what the 

16 milligram recommendation would have been or would be 

17 for Mr. Redner? 

18 A. Quite frankly, I'm not sure that anybody knows 

19 that. And that's why we leave the recommendations as 

20 we do, in a broad fashion, and we don't prescribe. 

21 Q. So you would not have given a specific 

22 milligram recommendation to Mr. Redner? 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

No. 

Okay. 

Once again, we categorize it as a 
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1 recommendation, and that we educate, and we attempt to 

2 present the best research-based knowledge that we can 

3 at this particular time. 

4 Q. And would your recommendation have given any 

5 instruction on how to cultivate or how to use the 

6 product? 

7 

8 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

Okay. Are there different concentrations of 

9 the cannabinoids in different plants? What I mean is, 

10 does it vary from plant to plant, the levels of the 

11 active cannabinoids? 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And when you give a recommendation of ten 

14 leaves and two large buds juiced per day, is there any 

15 way for you to know the actual level of the 

16 cannabinoids that a juice produced by Mr. Redner would 

17 produce? 

18 A. Well, I mean, those are surely things that, 

19 based upon the analysis of the plant itself, could be 

20 categorized to a much greater basis. It would 

21 absolutely vary from plant to plant and strain to 

22 strain based upon the concentration of the various 

23 cannabinoids within the plant itself. But it surely is 

24 something that can be determined, but it would have to 

25 be determined from strain to strain. 
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1 

2 

Q. 

A. 

How would you determine it? 

It's a chemical analysis. Of course, the 

3 MMTCs are charged with doing that, and they do. There 

4 are percentages of the cannabinoids on their products 

5 when they're delivered. 

6 Q. Is it preferable, when you are administering 

7 medical cannabis to patients, to know that data from 

8 that type of chemical analysis in order to properly 

9 dose the recommendation? 

10 A. You know, I think the difficult term there is 

11 your term "proper dose." Proper dose is a very 

12 difficult term in medical cannabis. 

13 Once again, at the top, dosing levels on the 

14 cancer therapeutic side, the lack of research. But on 

15 the general treatment side, we don't dose. 

16 It's a matter of individual response to the 

17 cannabis product. We tend to teach more about THC and 

18 CBD ratios, and it's to be used as directed medication. 

19 You can go back and look at prescriptions from 

20 the early 1900s, for example, when cannabis 

21 specifically recommended exactly as such. And it is, 

22 in fact, the federal Schedule I designation that 

23 prevents us from dosing. 

24 So there are common sense issues with 

25 discussing proper dosing guidelines. But also, quite 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 

51 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

852 

1 frankly, it's not allowed. So we don't discuss a 

2 specific dose. 

3 Q. Okay. Well, then, what ratio of CBD-A to 

4 THC-A would you recommend to Mr. Redner in his juicing 

5 regimen? 

6 A. Right. The best of the research that we can 

7 tell at this point varies anywhere from an 85 percent 

8 THC to CBD ratio. Sometimes a 50/50, 1 to 1 ratio may 

9 be best in various other conditions. 

10 And, once again, it's the type of thing that 

11 drives, quite frankly, the expertise of working with a 

12 physician at this point to achieve what appears to be 

13 the most beneficial regimen for each individual 

14 patient. 

15 Q. What conditions affect whether, say, an 85 

16 percent THC to CBD ratio would be better than a 50/50 

17 ratio? 

18 A. Oh, I think sometimes there are cell type 

19 distinctions between the type of cancers. But, in 

20 general, this is the type of science that is still in 

21 the developmental phase. 

22 I think some of it has to do with the 

23 difference between the beliefs amongst various 

24 physicians. And I think, in general, it's just a 

25 matter of finding, once again, that body of literature 
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1 that can best support what it is that you're attempting 

2 to accomplish for the patient. 

3 That 85 to 15 percent ratio is, once again, 

4 coming from the general feelings of most of the 

5 clinicians out in the spaces who have been doing 

6 medical cannabis for the years that they've been doing 

7 it and their anecdotal evidence. It's very difficult, 

8 once again, to achieve any legitimate double-blinded 

9 research studies because they just haven't been 

10 allowed. 

11 Q. Based on your visit with Mr. Redner on 

12 September 20th, have you reached any opinion on what 

13 the optimal THC to CBD ratio would be for his juicing? 

14 A. I think, once again, when you're talking about 

15 the THC-A and the CBD-A products, I think you're going 

16 to be, to a certain extent, at the mercy of the 

17 breeding of the plant that you're juicing. So I think, 

18 in general, one of the most important reasons to be 

19 able to grow your own and cultivate your own products 

20 is that you can look for that seed that can literally 

21 give you the combination of the THC and the CBD 

22 profiles -- be they in the combusted or the 

23 noncombustible form that you can achieve. 

24 So, I think, in the case of the juicing 

25 protocols, since you're essentially using whole plant, 
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1 unprocessed materials, you're pretty much looking for 

2 the specific strains that will be able to deliver the 

3 ratios that you're looking for. So I think it just 

4 continues to point out the importance of being able to 

5 select the appropriate strains for the condition that 

6 you're treating. 

7 Once again, the selection of those specific 

8 ratios at this point are still speculative. And we can 

9 only go on what we know based upon the anecdotal 

10 evidence of those people that have come before us. 

11 Q. So does that mean you do not have an opinion 

12 as to the optimal THC-A to CBD-A ratio that you would 

13 recommend to Mr. Redner in his juicing regimen? 

14 A. You know, to give an opinion on that would be 

15 just based upon the readings and anecdotal evidence, 

16 once again, based somewhere between that high THC, low 

17 CBD proportional levels. And somewhere in that 1 to 1 

18 combined CBD and THC ratio range. 

19 But to me, its very difficult to nail down one 

20 specific percentage recommendation. 

21 Q. I'm sorry. I'm still just -- so does that 

22 mean, no, that you don't have a recommendation on the 

23 optimal ratio for him in the juice that he would 

24 consume? 

25 A. I think in cases like this, what my desire to 
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1 do, Mr. Gonzalez, is to offer my patient the 

2 availability, and to advocate for my patient to achieve 

3 what is best accomplished for himself. 

4 When you look at, once again, the perception 

5 of what cannabis sativa is, vis a vis vegetable product 

6 versus, quote/unquote, drug, I think when you work with 

7 a gentleman like Mr. Redner, who has his deep beliefs 

8 about the benefits of being a vegan and juicing 

9 protocols in general, for his general wellness, juicing 

10 of the cannabis plant becomes paramount to him. 

11 To the extent of the exact ratio that may be 

12 of benefit to him, I think that's a much different 

13 process to that extent. 

14 Given the safety profile behind medical 

15 cannabis, it's that availability of each and every 

16 patient to determine what's best for themselves is what 

17 drives me to be the advocate for Mr. Redner to be able 

18 to achieve, quite frankly, whatever THC to CBD ratio it 

19 is that his research, combined with my research, is his 

20 desire. 

21 And such a vague space in which we exist that 

22 is what unfortunately, the medical cannabis world has 

23 been made to be because of the lack of research that it 

24 has been allowed to do. Given, once again, the 

25 risk-benefit ratio, it seems to be what the physician 
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1 advocate should be doing at this time, should be 

2 allowing his patient to best achieve what the patient 

3 himself feels is best for him given, once again, the 

4 unlimited safety ratio that I have determined just 

5 based upon my clinical experience and research. 

6 Q. Okay. So I still have not heard that there's 

7 an optimal ratio that you would recommend. And is that 

8 because it is impossible to know what ratio would be in 

9 the plants that you would be juicing? 

10 A. No. I think it absolutely is possible to know 

11 what the ratio is in the plant that you're juicing. 

12 It's just the importance of the specifics to the extent 

13 of the ratios, to the extent of the ultimate success of 

14 the treatment is what has not necessarily been 

15 determined. 

16 Q. But determining the ratios in the juice that 

17 he would produce would involve a chemical analysis of 

18 the juice each day that he takes it, correct? 

19 A. Well, I mean, it just -- I think the important 

20 thing to know is that, of course, there are only 

21 certain strains that are available here in Florida. So 

22 strains are limited in Florida. 

23 So I guess my point would be that until the 

24 availability of each individual to select their own 

25 strains and to try and cultivate their own strains, I 
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1 think people will be encumbered, quite frankly, upon 

2 the strain availability that is available to them. 

3 So it's kind of a roundabout discussion to a 

4 certain extent, Mr. Gonzalez, in that until we really 

5 know what percentages may be most effective, which we 

6 don't, and, quite frankly, the availability of the 

7 strain limitations here in Florida, I think our hands 

8 are tied in our ability to offer Mr. Redner what it is 

9 that he wants best to achieve for his own health. 

10 Q. With regard to your recommendation on what 

11 oils -- or I guess the oils or the vaping that you 

12 recommended, would the 200 milligram recommendation on 

13 the low THC and 200 milligram on the medical marijuana, 

14 why are you able to give that precise recommendation 

15 there, but cannot give the precise milligram 

16 recommendation if Mr. Redner is to be growing his own 

17 and cultivating his own cannabis? 

18 A. Well, Mr. Gonzalez, I'm required by the state 

19 to put in that recommendation on, quote/unquote, 

20 dosing. Other states don't have such a system. There 

21 is a blanket -- for example -- and I don't have the 

22 state in front of me to tell you which they are. But 

23 Ohio, for example, because I still have my medical 

24 license there, it's basically a broad-based 

25 recommendation -- letter of recommendation to enable 
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1 the participant in the program to utilize medical 

2 cannabis. The dosing issues, quote/unquote, have been 

3 a problem for Florida physicians from the get-go. 

4 The order that I put in for the 200 milligrams 

5 is, quite frankly, designed to be a broad enough order 

6 so that my patients can utilize the appropriate 

7 products from the MMTCs after we do our teaching about 

8 the benefits. 

9 One of the most interesting things about the 

10 practice is from where the patients come to see me 

11 based upon passed history. We have patients who have 

12 never utilized cannabis in their life, not once, not 

13 ever, not never. And then we have other patients who 

14 have utilized cannabis throughout their adult lives. 

15 They require different starting points both on 

16 percentages of cannabis use and on how much they use. 

17 We pride ourselves here on being a teaching 

18 practice. Because we find that 66 percent of our 

19 patients that come in -- and that's kind of a raw 

20 number based upon me seeing every single one of them 

21 have very, very limited cannabis experience. So we 

22 teach a process that we call control and delivery, 

23 which is a self-titrating practice, so that each 

24 patient can find that mark for themselves that best 

25 treats their conditions. 
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1 When it comes to cancer therapies, there are 

2 such vagaries in the dosing, quote/unquote, that we, 

3 once again, do our teaching to our patients about the 

4 benefits that they can derive. But to get specific on 

5 the milligram dosing forms is not only difficult, but 

6 not necessary. 

7 Each individual is different. And it's an 

8 as-needed and self-titratable drug because once again 

9 the unlimited safety ratio of the inability to turn off 

10 anybody's respiratory center and overdose them to 

11 danger. 

12 Q. We talked about the strains, the varying 

13 strains of cannabis having different ratios and 

14 concentrations of THC and CBD and the corresponding 

15 acids. Isn't it true that the concentrations and 

16 ratios are also affected by different things that 

17 occurred during the cultivation of those plants, such 

18 as the amount of sunlight and water that they get? 

19 Doesn't that also affect those concentrations? 

20 A. Yes, it does. Absolutely. That's why when 

21 you make the decision to cultivate your own medicine, 

22 that it should be done with the appropriate focus on 

23 providing yourself the excellent product that you 

24 believe you can achieve. 

25 Q. Do you know if Mr. Redner has any experience 
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1 or expertise cultivating cannabis? 

2 

3 

A. 

Q. 

No, I don't. 

Do you agree that it would be optimal for the 

4 cannabis that's going to be consumed by a patient to 

5 have been cultivated by someone with some experience 

6 and expertise in it? As you described, the cultivation 

7 is actually an art. 

8 A. Well, I think to the optimal treatment 

9 perhaps. But, once again, not on the risk benefit 

10 safety side. So, I mean, surely, if you want to 

11 achieve exactly what it is that you're growing from the 

12 seed stock that you have, the expertise that you have 

13 in your growing would be paramount. 

14 Q. Have you ever recommended to a patient that 

15 they cultivate their own cannabis? 

16 

17 

A. 

Q. 

No, sir. 

Have you treated any other patients that you 

18 know to be cultivating their own cannabis? And I won't 

19 ask you to identify any of them. I'm just asking 

20 you 

21 A. Did you just ask if I knew that Mr. Redner was 

22 cultivating his own plants? 

23 

24 

25 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

No, no. I just mean 

Because I do not, sir. 

-- do you have any experience treating 
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1 patients that do cultivate their own cannabis, just in 

2 general? 

3 

4 

A. 

Q. 

No, sir. Not to my knowledge. 

If it was available, Mr. Redner would have 

5 been the first one, correct? 

6 A. He surely would be the first one that would 

7 express to me that he was doing so. 

8 Q. In other parts of the country, are you aware 

9 of patients cultivating their own marijuana for the 

10 purpose of juicing it for medicinal purposes? 

11 A. Yes, sir. I mean, in Washington DC, in fact, 

12 you're allowed to grow six of your own plants. And 

13 many patients here in Florida have expressed the desire 

14 for cultivation. It seems quite ironic of course that 

15 they're able to do so in the federal capital, even in 

16 light of the Schedule I federal designation. But here 

17 in the state of Florida, that ability is not allowed. 

18 But, yes, of course, I mean, there are many 

19 states where patients are allowed to cultivate their 

20 own product. 

21 Q. What's the process of juicing cannabis that 

22 you would have been recommending to Mr. Redner? 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

As far as the mechanical process? 

Yeah. Mechanically, how is it done? 

I think it's done like any other juicing 
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1 product. You buy a high quality juicer. It's an 

2 extraction technique of emulsification. 

3 

4 

The cannabis product, to my understanding, is 

not particularly tasty. So I think usually it's 

5 combined with some other type of vegetable juice; 

6 carrot juice or other fruits and vegetables up to that 

7 extent. 

8 But I think, quite frankly, it's no different 

9 than any other plant-based emulsification process. 

10 Q. Historically, you mentioned cannabis has been 

11 used for thousands of years. But specifically juicing, 

12 is that a relatively new phenomena with cannabis? 

13 A. No. Quite frankly, I mean that method of 

14 administration has been around for as long as cannabis 

15 itself has been around. Other methods as well. 

16 Poultices would be used intravaginally, for 

17 example, for menstrual cramps. Topical preparations. 

18 Any number of preparations through the years. 

19 Q. What evidence do you have that juicing has 

20 been done for an extended period of time? 

21 A. I think, once again, just the anecdotal 

22 written history of civilizations shows this. They 

23 found, you know, evidence of cannabis in Egyptian 

24 graves and things of that nature. 

25 Of course, Mr. Gonzalez, the processing of 
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1 cannabis is a relatively new phenomena. You know, 

2 where the extraction process is by CO2 extraction or 

3 alcohol extraction, dry pressing. These things are a 

4 relatively new phenomena. The natural use of cannabis, 

5 it goes back eons. 

6 Q. And I was asking specifically about juicing. 

7 This is completely new to me. So you're saying 

8 juicing, specifically, has been done for -- are you 

9 saying for thousands of years? 

10 A. Undoubtedly. The use of whole flower cannabis 

11 in all the various forms has been used for thousands of 

12 years. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Q. 

thousands 

thousands 

consumed? 

A. 

ingested 

In juicing? I understand it's been used for 

of years but has it been juiced? Do we have 

of years of history of it being juiced and 

My assumption is that cannabis has been 

in the raw form for thousands of years. To 

19 the extent of the availability of a juicing machine, so 

20 to speak that's probably a more recent phenomena. But 

21 to the extent of the compression of cannabis, the 

22 emulsification of cannabis, the various ingestion of 

23 cannabis through various means, it is well documented. 

24 As I said, prior to perception changes, it was 

25 viewed as a vegetable in many facets and in many 
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1 societies. 

2 Q. Do different patients respond in different 

3 ways to a juicing regimen? 

4 A. Well, I think everybody is going to respond in 

5 a different way to pretty much every medical therapy. 

6 Of course, some patients may have some degree of nausea 

7 perhaps from the juicing itself. There is absolutely 

8 some affect of the CBDs medicinally. The THC 

9 component, of course, being unactivated eliminates the 

10 psychoactivity of the THC. But to say that there's any 

11 one specific response that people would have, side 

12 effect wise, one over another would be a very difficult 

13 thing to say. 

14 Once again, the safety profile is an easy easy 

15 thing to say. But to say that there wouldn't be any 

16 side effect profile, wouldn't be fair, of course. 

17 I have people tell me that Tylenol makes them 

18 drowsy and ibuprofen makes them drowsy. There's 

19 nothing in either product that should make anybody 

20 drowsy. But as a 32-year clinician, I know better than 

21 to say such things. 

22 Q. Is it correct to say that some patients may 

23 get some type of relief from consuming juiced cannabis 

24 and another patient may not get any relief from it? 

25 A. I think that goes for any medication, 
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1 Mr. Gonzalez, of course. 

2 Q. Okay. What benefits do you think Mr. Redner 

3 would receive from consuming juiced cannabis? 

4 A. I think the benefits that Mr. Redner would 

5 receive would be the knowledge within his own mental 

6 and physical wellness that he is achieving a level of 

7 cannabinoids in his system that are giving him the 

8 homeostasis to his endocannabinoid system that he feels 

9 is best for his physical wellness. 

10 Q. How do you think that process would manifest 

11 itself in his health? 

12 A. It's a natural process. The endocannabinoids 

13 system of course being that body system that exists 

14 within all of us; in fact, you, Mr. Gonzalez. Those 

15 are the endocannabinoids. 

16 The phytocannabinoids those from the plant 

17 that, right, that mimic the endocannabinoids help to 

18 establish that homeostatic balance that we all want 

19 within our endocannabinoid system. 

20 It's a well-known system. It's been 

21 researched and studied. And, once again, exists in all 

22 vertebrates, not just humans. So the plant is on the 

23 earth for a reason. 

24 And, once again, it's perceptionally been 

25 treated differently just because of the fear of the 
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1 psychoactivity -- I guess this would be my opinion 

2 the fear of the psychoactivity of the THC compound. 

3 But surely it's a natural-based plant product that I 

4 think, once again, suffers a perceptual problem. 

5 Q. Are you aware of any other type of medicine 

6 where the patient is recommended to actually cultivate 

7 and produce the medicine like we're talking about here 

8 with cannabis? I'm just curious if there are any other 

9 analogies to this process? 

10 A. That's a great question, Mr. Gonzalez. I'll 

11 will be honest with you. I think if people could grow 

12 their own coffee or tea, of course, there's caffeine in 

13 those products. I would suspect probably some people 

14 do. 

15 People, of course, grow their own tomatoes and 

16 they enjoy picking different varieties of tomatoes. 

17 And I would suspect for some people they feel that 

18 there's medicinal products in their tomatoes that they 

19 like to have. 

20 So I think if you want to go general and 

21 broad, I think people that enjoy growing their own food 

22 and vegetables probably do that for various reasons and 

23 causes. So I think when you chose to grow a specific 

24 variety of tomato, in that person's mind, there may be 

25 some significant benefits to that specific variety of 
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1 tomato. 

2 So to say that there's nobody out there that's 

3 growing things that they feel have benefits for 

4 themselves medicinally wouldn't be fair to say. But to 

5 say that I know of one specific medicine that is 

6 allowed to be grown by patients, that would be a little 

7 more difficult thing to answer. But I guess I can 

8 stick my nose into some research and give a better 

9 answer to that next week. 

10 Q. Do you know if cannabis juice is commercially 

11 manufactured anywhere in the United States and sold? 

12 A. To the best of my knowledge, I don't know that 

13 specific answer. My suspicion is, if it is available, 

14 it's going to be available in, I would suspect, 

15 California perhaps. Once again, those programs that 

16 are much more aged within their medical cannabis world. 

17 I don't have that answer, Mr. Gonzalez. 

18 Q. And you testified that you would want to juice 

19 the cannabis within two to three days, I guess, of 

20 harvesting it. What are the reasons for that? 

21 A. Because there's degradation of the products as 

22 they dry out. And also just, quite frankly, the 

23 ability to juice the plant in the raw form, as it's 

24 dried out, of course, it's just not a physical process 

25 of an appropriate nature. 
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1 You know, a quick Google search, Mr. Gonzalez, 

2 actually reveals that you can buy raw cannabis juice in 

3 California. 

4 

5 

Q. 

A. 

California? 

Yep. And there may be others, but, like I 

6 said, just a quick Google search. 

7 Q. And do you know if that product has labeling 

8 that would show you those ratios or the level of 

9 milligrams of the various active ingredients or 

10 chemicals? 

11 A. I do not. I have not yet had a chance to get 

12 deeper into it. 

13 Q. Okay. Thank you for that. 

14 In your relatively new practice, how many 

15 approximately how many medical cannabis -- medical 

16 users have you certified? 

17 

18 

A. 

Q. 

It would be over 1600, sir. 

And over what period of time was that, 

19 approximately? 

20 A. We opened the clinic on January 13th of 

21 2017 -- 2017. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. LIROT: You guys are speaking over each 

other. 

A. I apologize. 

MR. LIROT: Doctor, it sounded like you were 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

trying to complete your prior answer. Why don't 

you do that, then Mr. Gonzalez will reframe his 

question. 

A. 

answer. 

Yeah, I just want to be sure I gave the proper 

It was January 3rd we opened our clinic of 

6 2017. 

7 Q. Okay. Of those approximately over 1600 that 

8 you certified, are those all in Florida or do you do 

9 this in other states? 

10 

11 

A. 

Q. 

No. They're all Florida patients. 

Okay. Of those 1600, let me ask, how many 

12 patients total have come to you during that period of 

13 time requesting a certification? 

14 Well, I'll ask it this way, what percentage of 

15 the patients that come to you seeking a certification 

16 will receive one, approximately? 

17 A. Well, you know, Mr. Gonzalez, I think the 

18 answer to that question is best given in this manner. 

19 Physicians are charged by the state with determining 

20 the appropriate qualifying conditions based upon the 

21 wording of now state law and on Senate Bill BA of 

22 course. 

23 My goal is to achieve advocacy for my patients 

24 for the medical condition in which they come in. Not 

25 every patient does achieve a recommendation when they 
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1 come into my office, but I do like to advocate for the 

2 majority of my patients when they come in. 

3 So I guess my answer would be somewhere in the 

4 90 percent range or so, if not more, receive a 

5 recommendation for medical cannabis when they come to 

6 my client. 

7 Q. How much are you paid to -- when you certify, 

8 what's the fee for that process? 

9 A. Right. The patients pay $250 for their 

10 initial certification visit. And then we do have a 

11 follow-up program where we see patients in follow-up 

12 $100 follow-up visit. We do those at ninety days at 

13 the outset -- at the outside limit. So that we can 

14 make sure that the patients are achieving success 

15 within the medical cannabis program. 

16 And then, of course, the state dictates that 

17 we maintain a recertification visit every 30 weeks. So 

18 we follow, quite frankly, what the state law requires 

19 us to do. And then we have additional follow-up for 

20 those patients that need further teaching and 

21 evaluation. 

22 Q. And you've only seen Mr. Redner once. Have 

23 you scheduled his follow-up? 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

He does. He has a scheduled follow-up visit. 

When is that going to take place, do you know? 
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1 A. I don't have that in front of me, but I can 

2 surely find that for you fairly easily. Mr. Redner and 

3 I have spoken on the phone since then, so I've been 

4 made aware of his continuing progress in the program 

5 through phone contact. 

6 Q. Okay. I have a couple just general questions 

7 that we ask any witness that's appearing, so don't take 

8 any of this personal. These are just the normal 

9 questions we need to ask just for due diligence. 

10 Have you ever had any adverse action taken 

11 against your medical license? Any type of disciplinary 

12 action? 

13 A. No. There was one case settled back in -- I 

14 believe it was 1985, that was as a result of care of 

15 one of my patients in the emergency department. But 

16 I've never had any legal action involving any state 

17 authorities or otherwise. 

18 And I'm proud to say that I've never stepped 

19 foot in a court of law for a malpractice case in my 

20 32-year emergency medicine career, nor in my brief 

21 career in the medical cannabis world. 

22 

23 

24 

Okay. And --Q. 

A. Mr. Gonzalez, if I may. Mr. Redner does have 

a follow-up appointment coming up with us. It's in 

25 April. So he does have a follow-up appointment 
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1 scheduled. 

2 Q. Is there any particular reason why his 

3 follow-up is not occurring within the 90 days of the 

4 September 20th initial visit? 

5 A. Right. The reason would that Mr. Redner, 

6 obviously, had a good level of cannabis knowledge and 

7 research. He would fall into the category of those 

8 patients who we respect for their cannabis knowledge. 

9 And while we're surely available to him at any time for 

10 further consultation and to see him at any time, we 

11 tend to follow the requirements of what the state 

12 requires of us. And we offer those patients the 

13 respect of not needing to see us more often than, quite 

14 frankly, their medical needs dictate. 

15 Q. Have you ever given testimony in any case 

16 related to cannabis? 

17 

18 

A. 

Q. 

19 any case? 

20 A. 

No, I have not. 

Have you ever served as an expert witness in 

I need to direct you back through the 32 years 

21 in the ER. No. 

22 Q. Let me just ask for the last ten years. Have 

23 you ever served as an expert witness in a case in ten 

24 years? 

25 A. No. 
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1 

2 

Q. 

A. 

No? Okay. 

And I appreciate you saying it that way 

3 because there may have been a work comp case 25 years 

4 ago or something like that. But no, surely, not in any 

5 case in the last ten years, and surely no case of 

6 significance. 

7 Q. I wouldn't want to make it unduly burdensome. 

8 That's sufficient. Thank you. 

9 Have you prepared any written report or 

10 assessment of Mr. Redner in this case? 

11 A. Just an affidavit that was filed, but there's 

12 no other written report. 

13 Q. Do you have any publications that you've 

14 written on cannabis? 

15 A. I do. Nothing that's been in any peer 

16 reviewed journals or things of that nature. But I have 

17 written various articles over the past year that have 

18 appeared in some of the publications here in Florida. 

19 

20 

21 

Q. 

A. 

What publications? 

We can provide a list of them, Mr. Gonzalez. 

I'm happy to do so. I don't think that I have those 

22 necessarily in front of me, but I surely am happy to 

23 forward that to you. 

24 I know I have an article that currently is in 

25 Revive Magazine. And I've also written and published 
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1 for High Life Magazine. We have over one hundred or so 

2 media mentions over the past year just based upon 

3 various advocacy interviews and things that I have 

4 done. 

5 But I surely wouldn't want to misrepresent 

6 that I have any peer-reviewed type of publications or 

7 anything of that matter. 

8 Q. Other than testifying today as the physician 

9 for Mr. Redner, were you asked to formulate any expert 

10 opinions in this case or are you simply here to testify 

11 as his physician? 

12 A. I'm here to testify as Mr. Redner's physician, 

13 Mr. Gonzalez. But I'm also quite eager to advocate for 

14 all of my patients to have their best access for the 

15 best quality medical cannabis products that each of 

16 them can achieve. 

17 Q. Are you being compensated for your activities 

18 in this case? 

19 

20 

A. 

Q. 

Yes, I am. 

And can you just describe how you're being 

21 compensated? The amount and the nature of how it's 

22 calculated. 

23 A. 

24 hour. 

25 Q. 

Right. Essentially, an hourly rate at $350 an 

Do you know how many hours you've spent so far 
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1 in the case? 

2 A. I would estimate four hours or so, so far, 

3 Mr. Gonzalez. 

4 Q. On your website I was reading some of the 

5 quick facts that you have there on cannabis. And one 

6 of them said smoking marijuana does not cause lung 

7 cancer. Is that correct to your recollection that 

8 that's on the website? 

9 A. Yes, it is Mr. Gonzalez. And thank you for 

10 checking out our website. We're quite proud of it. 

11 Q. It looks like it's very well-produced. Thank 

12 you. 

13 Could you tell me, what's the basis for that 

14 statement on the website? Is there a particular study 

15 that that was derived from 

16 (Whereupon, there was a break in 

17 communication.) 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

MR. LIROT: Doctor, I'm sorry. 

THE DEPONENT: Yes . 

MR. LIROT: We had, again, a breakdown 

in communication. If you could begin your answer 

to that question. 

A. I think there's no conclusive evidence, 

24 clearly, that cannabis causes lung cancer as opposed to 

25 obvious conclusive evidence that tobacco smoke does 
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1 cause lung cancer. 

2 An element of the significant usage of smoked 

3 medical cannabis through the years, one would think 

4 that there would be a causal connection that would have 

5 been found up to this point to the extent that many 

6 people, I would suspect, smoke cannabis that don't 

7 smoke tobacco. So one would expect that if cannabis 

8 caused lung cancer, that we would clearly know that by 

9 now. 

10 So, I guess, the answer would be that there's 

11 been no conclusive study that has shown that cannabis 

12 does cause lung cancer. And that's very well 

13 recognized within the medical community. 

14 One exact study, once again, it's tough to 

15 document such because those type of studies have not 

16 been done in this country. 

17 Q. Okay. And another one of those facts on the 

18 website said that cannabis does not interfere with your 

19 other medications. What was the basis for that? Is 

20 there any study or publication that supports that? 

21 A. Yeah. I mean, there's tons of research and 

22 studies on that, Mr. Gonzalez. The good news is there 

23 are some minor or drug interactions mostly related to 

24 cytochrome P450 system, which has to do with the 

25 metabolization of other drugs when there's cannabinoids 
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1 in your system. But, quite frankly, they are extremely 

2 limited. And the appropriate teaching practice will 

3 make sure to be aware of those things in each specific 

4 patient. 

5 But, in general, it's very fair to say that 

6 cannabis has a very, very, very safe safety ratio and 

7 extremely limited drug-drug interactions. And I feel 

8 very comfortable with that statement as it exists on 

9 the website to the extent that when the patients come 

10 in, they get extensive discussion about the medications 

11 that they're on and drug-drug interactions. 

12 

13 

Q. Okay. Thank you. 

I think it maybe was on your Frequently Asked 

14 Questions. There was a statement that some cultivators 

15 in Florida do produce and sell the cannabis flower. 

16 And I was curious which ones -- do you know off top of 

17 your head, which ones sell the cannabis flower? 

18 A. Well, True Leaf does have a cannabis flower 

19 product. Curaleaf also attempted to put out an 

20 entourage flower-based product as well. 

21 I believe that the True Leaf product still 

22 exists in the unopened, tamper-proof ceramic delivery 

23 device and their vaporizer. I'm not quit so sure that 

24 any other MMTC has that capability at this point. 

25 Q. And just because I'm ignorant as to what the 
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1 actual -- that product is that True Leaf has, describe 

2 to me -- what does it look like? What have they done 

3 to it, to your knowledge, to process it? 

4 

5 

A. Well, it's in an untamperable, unopenable 

container. In fact, I have one. If you'd be so kind, 

6 Mr. Gonzalez, I can actually show you because we have, 

7 obviously, virgin samples here in the clinic for show 

8 and tell to our patients. 

9 It looks like this. And the cannabis product 

10 is contained within this capsule that can't be opened. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

MR. LIROT: Doctor, if you could, since this 

is a transcribed written record, as opposed to 

visual, if you can give us your best description 

of what you're doing and what you're showing 

Mr. Gonzalez. 

A. What I'm showing is the Trulieve flower 

17 capsule product that, once again, goes into this 

18 untamperable device. This is the vaporizer pen that is 

19 sold with it. So what I'm showing is the 

20 Trulieve-based product. 

21 The flower product within the capsule is a 

22 fairly highly-pulverized mixture of cannabis flower 

23 product. 

24 Q. Am I understanding correctly, there would be 

25 no way to juice that product, correct? 
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1 A. No. This product could not be juiced. Of 

2 course, it's in the dry form and has already been 

3 processed. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. Thank you. 

have anything further at this point. 

I don't 

THE DEPONENT: Thank you, Mr. Gonzalez. 

MR. LIROT: I don't have anything further at 

this time, Doctor. But let me speak to my client 

for one brief moment. Let's go off the record 

just for a minute. 

(There was a discussion off the record.) 

MR. LIROT: Doctor, we're going to go back on 

13 the record for some very brief follow-up 

14 questions. 

15 REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

16 BY MR. LIROT: 

17 Q. Would there be any mixture or amount that you 

18 would be afraid to recommend to Mr. Redner? Any 

19 mixture amount of medicinable cannabis that you'd be 

20 afraid to recommend to Mr. Redner as a danger to his 

21 health? 

22 A. Well, I guess, if Mr. Redner couldn't swim, I 

23 would advise him to stay out of a swimming pool of 

24 juiced cannabis because then he may drown. But I 

25 think, quite frankly, otherwise, I don't think -- I'm 
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1 teasing and I apologize during a depo to do so. 

2 No. I don't believe that there's an amount of 

3 medical cannabis that would be deleterious to 

4 Mr. Redner's health. 

5 Q. And are you aware of any side effects that one 

6 might have from growing or juicing tomatoes that would 

7 be any different than growing and juicing cannabis? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. No, I do not. 

MR. LIROT: I don't have any additional 

questions at this point in time. 

MR. GONZALEZ: I don't have anything further. 

MR. LIROT: All right. 

Doctor, this will conclude your deposition. 

Since we're under a rather pressing time 

constraint, it's probably unlikely we're going to 

get you an opportunity to read and sign your 

deposition. But as we go through the process 

I'm sure it's accurate, but should there be any 

corrections or any glaring omissions or anything 

of that, which are unlikely since we have the best 

court reporter in the business, I'm sure that 

Mr. Gonzalez and I, having heard your testimony 

today, will be able to clear that up in 

preparation for our hearing on December 20th. 

So based on that, let me express my gratitude 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

for your time and effort today and be well. 

S T I P U L A T I O N 

It was hereby stipulated and agreed by and between 

counsel present and the deponent, that the reading and 

signing of this deposition by the deponent IS waived. 

(Thereupon, the taking of the deposition was 

concluded at 11:39 a.m.) 
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1 

2 State of 

3 County of 

4 

5 
Signature of Witness Date 

6 

7 Printed Name of Witness 

8 

9 I HEREBY CERTIFY that I personally administered an 

10 oath for testimony in evidence at deposition held via 

11 Skype in the matter of Redner v. Florida Department of 

12 Health, Case No. 2017-CA-002403, in the Circuit Court 

13 of the Second Judicial Circuit, in and for Leon County, 

Florida, to _____________ , who is 14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

personally known to me or has produced 

as identification. 

19 Notary Public, State of 

20 Printed name of notary: _______ _ 

21 My commission expires: 

22 My commission number is: 

23 (Seal) 

24 

25 
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1 

2 CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

3 STATE OF FLORIDA 

4 COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH 

5 

6 I, JUANITA BUTLER, Court Reporter, certify that I 

7 was authorized to and did stenographically report the 

8 foregoing deposition; and that the transcript is a true 

9 record of the testimony given by the witness. 

10 

11 I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative, 

12 employee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties, 

13 nor am I a relative or employee of the parties' 

14 attorneys or counsel connected with the action, nor 

15 am I financially interested in the action. 

16 Dated this 15th day of December, 2017. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

nographic Cou Reporter 
Notary Public, State of Florida 
Commission No. FF 944824 
Expires: December 21, 2019 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

P R O C E E D I N G S 

THE NOTARY: Do you swear or affirm that the 

evidence you about to give will be the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth? 

THE DEPONENT: I do. 

6 ALEXANDER E. SANDORF, 

7 the witness herein, being first duly sworn under oath, 

8 was examined and testified as follows: 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

10 BY MR. LIROT: 

11 Q. Would you go ahead and state your name and 

12 spell your name for this record? 

13 A. My name is Alexander Edward Sandorf. Spelled 

14 A-1-e-x-a-n-d-e-r, E-d-w-a-r-d, Sandorf, S-a-n-d-o-r-f. 

15 Q. Mr. Sandorf, my name is Luke Lirot. I 

16 represent Joseph Redner in this matter against the 

17 Florida Department of Health. 

18 I'm joined here in this room by Joseph Redner, 

19 the plaintiff, and by Justin Andrews, my colleague, and 

20 Adam Elend and Kyle Burns. They're all with me. And 

21 then, Jason Gonzalez, who represents the Department of 

22 Health, is with us through the magic of technology from 

23 Tallahassee, Florida. So those would be, in addition 

24 to our court reporter here, the full complement of our 

25 attendees today. 
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1 Have you ever had your deposition taken 

2 before? 

3 

4 

5 

A. 

Q. 

I have not. 

Well, I'll give you a few ground rules. 

Essentially, it's the equivalent of testifying 

6 in court. As you know, you just took an oath, so 

7 you're under an obligation to tell the truth as you 

8 would if you were testifying in a court of law. 

9 I'm going to ask you a series of questions. 

10 Unlike a normal conversation, because this is being 

11 transcribed by a court reporter, it's important that 

12 you wait for me to finish my question before you begin 

13 your answer. And I'll try to let you finish your 

14 answer before I begin another question because we are 

15 taking this down in a transcription fashion. 

16 If there is anything that I ask you that is 

17 unclear or confusing or you don't understand the 

18 question, please let me know. I'll try to rephrase 

19 that question so that you can give us a response. 

20 If you do respond, we'll assume that you were 

21 able to understand the question and give a truthful 

22 response to that question. 

23 Are you under any kind of physical or medical 

24 condition today that would interfere with you being 

25 able to respond to the questions I ask during the 
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1 deposition? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. All right. 

2 

3 

4 So let's begin. Why don't you tell us a 

5 little something about your educational background and 

6 your work experience. 

7 A. All right. Well, I've been working in the 

8 medical cannabis industry for going on eight years now. 

9 I got started professionally in the industry in 

10 February of 2010 -- just a result of my medical 

11 condition I was diagnosed with in my freshman year of 

12 high school. 

13 I officially completed some college. I was 

14 originally attending the University of Denver, dealing 

15 with my fresh MS diagnosis. When I went on a medical 

16 stop, I got started with my own company. Then I 

17 started a second, a third and a fourth company and just 

18 never ended up going back to school full-time. 

19 Though I did take a series of courses to help 

20 myself professionally: accounting, small business 

21 courses, basic chemistry courses, as well as 

22 horticulture and plant science courses; so I never 

23 worked towards any formal degree. I was just too busy 

24 working full-time, multiple jobs and pursuing the 

25 furtherment of my career. And a piece of paper was 
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1 never really a requirement for me in that. 

2 Q. Understood. 

3 Now, as far as these other courses, if you 

4 could, would you mind giving us a description of those 

5 courses? I know you went quickly through the list. 

6 Why don't you share that with us to best of your 

7 recollection so we can get a little more scope on your 

8 background. 

9 

10 

A. Sure. I took Horticulture 101, Plant Science 

101, Soil Sciences. I did a hydroponics course that 

11 covered pretty much indoor plant cultivation, though, 

12 it wasn't cannabis-specific, of course, being a local 

13 college in San Diego. We were working on a hydroponic 

14 basil-growing operation. 

15 I also took a series of small business 

16 development courses, marketing courses. I've taken 

17 every accounting course offered 101, 201, corporate tax 

18 law. 

19 Mostly it was working for things that I felt I 

20 needed for managing and operating my own companies. 

21 Q. All right. And if you would, tell us what 

22 companies you've opened and operated? 

23 A. Okay. I was a founding partner in Swamis NCC, 

24 which was a dispensing operation in North County, San 

25 Diego, specifically being run out of Oceanside, 
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1 California. 

2 Apologies. Correction there. We started in 

3 Encinitas, and then moved our offices to Oceanside 

4 after a year. 

5 After that, I transitioned out of my 

6 partnership in the company due to some disputes with my 

7 

8 

partner. I got into cultivation under my own company 

name, which was VapeTech. It was to supply product for 

9 our own vaporizer line, as well as Green Thumb, LTD, 

10 which was a design and consultation firm for people 

11 interested in cultivation in the San Diego and south 

12 L.A. area. We built and designed everything from small 

13 two light stealth operations to 300-plus light 

14 commercial cultivation facilities. 

15 Q. Let me interrupt you. I don't mean to break 

16 your flow, but I need you to spell those companies for 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

my court reporter, if you would. It was Swamme? 

A. Yes. Swamis, S-w-a-m-i-s, NCC. 

Q. And what does the NCC stand for? 

A. North County Cannabis. 

Q. Okay. 

A. It was filed under the name NCC, though. 

Q. Okay. And for the purposes of today's 

24 deposition, what business was transacted by Swamis NCC? 

25 A. It was a delivery service for medical 
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1 cannabis, charted as nonprofit in compliance with 

2 California state law. 

3 Q. All right. And then, thereafter, the next 

4 business endeavor that you had? 

5 A. Several. I had VapeTech, which we were --

6 that was the holding name for my other company, Blunt 

7 (phonetic), chartered under the VapeTech, Inc. That 

8 was a medical cannabis venture. Well, we were a 

9 manufacture and processing operation-producing loaded 

10 vapor cartridges for use in electronic cigarettes. 

11 And then, also, Green Thumb, Limited, which 

12 was a consultation and design firm for cannabis 

13 cultivation. 

14 Q. Okay. Were you the sole manager and director 

15 on those, or did you have other principals? 

16 

17 

A. 

Q. 

I was the consultant for both of them. 

Okay. And are you still involved in all of 

18 those businesses or some of them, or what is your 

19 current responsibility? 

20 A. None of them. From there, I transitioned to 

21 Phoenix, Arizona with a different group of partners I 

22 had met at the time. They're our financiers and 

23 business support. I was the scientist on the team. 

24 They were the money and operations guys. 

25 We started Dos Vapes, which was under the name 
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1 AD Extracts. Dos Vapes was another infused-products 

2 company extraction. So it operated under Bloom 

3 Phoenix's license in Phoenix, Arizona as a MIPs 

4 operation, Manufactured Infused Products/Services 

5 license to extract cannabis and produce infused 

6 cannabis products, mostly vape cartridges. 

7 

8 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. 

We also operated our own cultivation 

9 facilities and produced all our own product in-house. 

10 Q. It's my understanding that, in dispatching 

11 those responsibilities for some of those businesses, 

12 you gained some knowledge and expertise into the 

13 cultivation of medical marijuana or medical cannabis? 

14 A. Yes. Yes, sir. I've been cultivating one way 

15 or another for eight years now. The smallest scale I 

16 had was 36 lights. The largest scale I had was 200. 

17 Q. Okay. And did your participation in any or 

18 all those businesses involve teaching or helping people 

19 become equipped to cultivate their own marijuana? 

20 

21 

A. Yes, in a variety of different fashions. 

I was instructor at Herbal Risings Cannabis 

22 College, teaching a number of different courses; 

23 extraction technology, vapor technology and cultivation 

24 methodology. 

25 With Green Thumb, LTD, a lot of what we did 
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1 was set up smaller operations for medical patients in 

2 the San Diego area, so a lot of what I offered, as far 

3 as services, were coming in and setting one up, setting 

4 up a facility and teaching them the basics or coming in 

5 and diagnosing problems with existing cultivation 

6 setups and helping them work through those issues. 

7 I had a client come in. They had been having 

8 a lot of issues at becoming the hydro store, and they 

9 repeatedly tried to figure out the problems. So they 

10 were recommended over to me by the hydro store owner, 

11 Mark. 

12 And so, we come in, we do a diagnosis. We 

13 look at their operation and we be, Well, here's your 

14 

15 

problem. It's too humid. It's too hot. You don't 

have adequate air ventilation. So that's why you're 

16 having all these type of problems. 

17 Also, supervise your own cultivation staff 

18 internally with my multiple businesses. You know, so 

19 I'd be supervising anywhere up to 14 staff through our 

20 own cultivation operation, which also includes harvest, 

21 trim, curing, and then the actual processing of the 

22 cannabis biomass. 

23 

24 

Q. All right. 

Now what, if any, issues or concerns would you 

25 have about various technical percentages of THC or COB 
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1 or anything that would --

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Sorry. To clarify, do you mean CBD? 

If I mispronounced it, forgive me. 

I just wanted to clarify. 

CBD. Okay. 

So tell me about that and any ability that, in 

7 the cultivation process, a -- shall I say -- small-time 

8 cultivator would have to address those concerns. 

9 A. If I fully understand what you're asking 

10 are you asking my ability to produce certain THC 

11 percentage or an amateur personal cultivator would have 

12 achieving certain THC percentages? 

13 Q. Why don't I ask both. Why don't we start with 

14 you and then move to the amateur? 

15 A. Well, I've been, like I said, doing it for a 

16 very long time. My last operation, we were averaging 

17 well over three pounds per thousand watt of indoor 

18 cultivation light. Our average strains were testing 

19 right around 25 percent total cannabinoids by weight 

20 with our best strain cultivated testing at a 32 percent 

21 total cannabinoids by weight. 

22 For the average amateur cultivator, it really 

23 depends on what their goals are, and really high-end 

24 results are not necessarily achievable without 

25 significant expenditure. Indoor cultivation is a 
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1 difficult endeavor to do exceptionally well but very 

2 easy to do on a standard level. It doesn't really 

3 present any hazards and really depends on what your 

4 goals are. 

5 For patients that are cultivating with a 

6 desire to produce biomass for juicing, it's 

7 exceptionally easy because you're not actually 

8 finishing the plant. You're not really worried about 

9 high-end finished results. You're more going for green 

10 biomass, which will have the cannabis precursors and 

11 raw state cannabinoids in them. 

12 I've set up greenhouses for MS patients 

13 before. Basically, we do a small greenhouse in the 

14 backyard with auto-watering system. You plant a new 

15 plant every day and cut one down. It's about as easy 

16 as growing herbs on your kitchen counter. 

17 Q. Okay Well, you've given me a lot of 

18 information in that answer, so I'm going to try and 

19 break down some of that. 

20 So you're familiar with the concept of growing 

21 medical cannabis -- and I think the term you used was 

22 biomass -- for the purpose of juicing. Can you tell us 

23 how you gained experience into that effort or that 

24 process? 

25 A. Well, it's kind of a long story here, so feel 
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1 free to cut me off if you feel I'm going off topic 

2 here, but --

3 

4 

5 

I was originally diagnosed with multiple 

sclerosis when I was graduating high school. It was 

spring of 2008. I've been on Avonex, methotrexate, 

6 some pretty nasty compounds for the treatment of my MS. 

7 I started using medical cannabis to deal with 

8 the side effects of the drugs they had me on, which 

9 never really worked very well for me. You're not 

10 getting enough of a dose to treat the MS itself. THC, 

11 in particular, gives me kind of an anxiety effect. 

12 But I heard about Green Leaf Therapy, and I 

13 started doing some research on it. And some different 

14 people I knew in the industry were highly recommending 

15 it for me. 

16 So as I further looked into it, I figured I 

17 didn't really have much to lose at this point. I had 

18 been on methotrexate for about three months. I was 

19 down to 135 pounds. My normal resting weight is 175. 

20 My fingernails and toenails were falling out. I had 

21 lost all hair on my body. I looked about three steps 

22 away from death's door at that point. 

23 So I found some different cultivators in the 

24 area that were able to give me access to their biomass. 

25 And that's the term we refer to for volcano cannabis 
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1 weight, as opposed to specifically flowers or stems or 

2 what have you. 

3 And so the kind of standard protocol is to 

4 juice it raw as much as you can and just consume it 

5 daily. But you cannot heat it or it can be 

6 psychoactively activated. But that's just kind of the 

7 goal, is to juice it and get the high dose cannabinoids 

8 to treat your condition. 

9 At that point, I didn't have a lot of 

10 expertise in it. It was kind of a Hail Mary throw for 

11 me, but it worked. I haven't had a MS flare-up or 

12 attack in eight years. I still treat to this day with 

13 raw CBD. 

14 Juicing would be ideal if I still had as much 

15 access to it. Unfortunately, due to my current 

16 location and situation, I don't have access to juicing 

17 compounds. 

18 Q. So your testimony today is that you were 

19 diagnosed with MS? 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And apparently you were prescribed all of the 

22 normal chemical, medicinal treatments for that 

23 particular malady? 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And that in trying to utilize medical cannabis 
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1 to deal with the side effects of those particular 

2 medical substances, you arrived at the discovery that 

3 consuming juiced marijuana would assist you in dealing 

4 with the symptoms of multiple sclerosis? 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection, leading. 

And, Luke, I'm trying not to object, as you 

can obviously tell. That was the first objection 

I made all day. 

MR. LIROT: Yeah. 

MR. GONZALEZ: But I just -- I feel the 

answer is getting a little too much leading. 

MR. LIROT: Okay. Well, I'll ask it this 

13 way. 

14 BY MR. LIROT: 

15 Q. I'm trying to break down how you went from all 

16 of the substances that you testified to, to the juicing 

17 issue. So how did that development take place? 

18 A. It was kind of an organic process. If I can 

19 get into my kind of history with MS, I think that might 

20 clarify this a little bit. Is that all right? 

21 

22 

Q. 

A. 

Please. 

Okay. So I was diagnosed in my senior year of 

23 high school, spring of 2008, as I was getting ready to 

24 graduate. I began to have visual effects. The best 

25 way to describe it would be areas appear to be 
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1 television static in my vision. 

2 I went to a series of doctors: Eye doctors, 

3 otoneurologists, retina specialists, and finally ended 

4 up at a neurologist's office. My doctor was Benjamin 

5 Frishberg. He was a preeminent MS expert based out of 

6 San Diego. He's out of Scripps Hospital. He might 

7 have his own practice. I don't know what his current 

8 practice status is now. 

9 We initially did a spinal tap, and then he 

10 confirmed my diagnosis with an MRI. At one point, I 

11 had 13 active lesions in my brain. 

12 For clarification, MS is an autoimmune 

13 condition in which your white blood cells attack the 

14 myelinated sheaths of the neurons of your brain. 

15 Basically stripping away the insulation on the wires 

16 and that causes lots of scar tissue to form, which are 

17 referred to as lesions in the brain. 

18 And they can cause a variety of symptoms from 

19 loss of motor control, phantom pain, visual loss, as 

20 was my case. It just really depends on where the 

21 damage is. Mine was all in the visual cortex. 

22 

23 

They put me on a fairly standard MS drug, 

Avonex, which is a interferon beta blocker-b. It's a 

24 weekly, deep muscle tissue injection. You do it once a 

25 week. The side effects can be pretty severe. 
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1 basically a chemotherapy class drug. It's designed to 

2 beat back your immune system to prevent this damage 

3 from happening. 

4 I was prescribed medical -- prescribed isn't 

5 the correct word. I was recommended medical cannabis 

6 for dealing with the side effects of the medication I 

7 was on, the Avonex. 

8 After injecting, it would be about 24 hours of 

9 what I can only describe as the worst flu symptoms 

10 imaginable. If I didn't have an electric blanket and 

11 rubber sheets on my mattress, I would have sweat 

12 

13 

through the mattress. It was rough. 

Appetite is big issue on that drug. You don't 

14 really feel hungry and keeping down food is very 

15 difficult. So the medical cannabis was prescribed for 

16 treating the nausea and the aches and some of the other 

17 side effects of being on that drug. 

18 That's part why I went on a medical leave from 

19 the University of Denver. I was having a lot of issues 

20 dealing with the side effects on that medication. 

21 I started working with a rheumatologist in the 

22 San Diego area who wanted to try a little bit more of 

23 an intense approach, and she put me on methotrexate. 

24 It's usually a chemotherapy drug. 

25 And that was -- that was a rough three months. 
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1 I dropped 47 pounds. My hair fell out. My 

2 fingernails, my toes (sic) fell out and I was -- I was 

3 in a rough place and using medical cannabis to deal 

4 with the side effects of that chemotherapy drug. 

5 And I think one area of your confusion is 

6 we're equating the smoking or vaporizing of medical 

7 cannabis with juicing, and that's a very different 

8 approach. 

9 When you're smoking or vaporizing cannabis, 

10 you're using it for a different reason than you would 

11 for juicing. With juicing, it's all about the raw 

12 cannabinoid consumption in large doses for its 

13 antiinflammatory benefits. So you're not getting any 

14 psychoactive effect. You're not getting pain relief. 

15 

16 

And it's really not doing anything for the 

symptoms of MS or other autoimmune conditions. It's 

17 about stopping the inflammation and the inflammatory 

18 autoimmune response that's causing your condition. So 

19 I stopped having flare-ups. 

20 When I first told my treating physician, 

21 Dr. Benjamin Frishberg, that I was going to go off of 

22 my other medications and give Green Leaf Therapy a 

23 try -- you have to pardon my language here because I'm 

24 quoting him directly. But he said, You're a fucking 

25 idiot, and I'll see you in here when you have your next 
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1 flare-up. 

2 But clean MRis at six months and clean MRis at 

3 one year and a clean MRI at one and a half years and a 

4 clean MRI at two years and a clean MRI at three years 

5 and a clean MRI at four years and five years and six 

6 years, you know, so it's worked well for me. 

7 I juiced actively for three and a half years. 

8 When I moved to Arizona, I didn't have access to 

9 juiceable material on a legal basis, so I continued 

10 treating with high dose CBD, which, while effective, is 

11 prohibitively expensive for 99 percent of the 

12 population. 

13 I have access to bulk cannabinoid products 

14 through my work in the industry, so I'm able to 

15 purchase it at bulk rates through my companies. And I 

16 actually have a CBD company out of Phoenix now as well. 

17 So that's where I get access to my high-dose CBDs. 

18 But for most people, growing your own is the 

19 best and easiest way to get access to juicible product. 

20 Most people that have MS don't work in the industry or 

21 know cultivators or have access to the bulk biomass. 

22 Q. So the ability to juice gave you what 

23 beneficial effect? 

24 A. Well, I stopped having MS attacks and 

25 flare-ups. That's the entirety of it for me. 
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1 MS's effects aren't really necessarily 

2 immediately treatable because it's lumps of scar tissue 

3 that has formed in the brain. There's nothing you can 

4 do to treat those once they're there. All you can do 

5 is stop the progression of further damage. 

6 Now, because it's been so long without damage 

7 and I was fairly young when the damage happened, my 

8 brain has mostly rewired around the damaged areas, the 

9 way my neurologist put it. Most of the visual damage 

10 seems to have gone away. I do still have fairly 

11 extreme photosensitivity, but I don't have the big 

12 patches of static in my vision anymore, which is nice. 

13 But as far as treating the symptoms, juicing 

14 didn't do that for me. Though, I'm of the 

15 understanding that it can for other inflammatory 

16 conditions like colitis or Crohn's disease. But for 

17 me, it was all about stopping the progression of my 

18 relapsing-remitting MS. 

19 Q. Now, in your experience, have you become 

20 familiar with other substances and refined cannabis for 

21 other routes of administration, if you understand the 

22 question? 

23 A. Yes. Absolutely. I actually kind of made it 

24 a personal cause, so to speak, to work with other MS 

25 patients through my continued employment in the medical 
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1 cannabis field. I provide them with as low cost as 

2 possible access to medication inasmuch as I am allowed 

3 to while constrained by the legal framework of whatever 

4 state I'm in at the time. 

5 We've looked at a lot of different routes of 

6 administration and treatment protocols using cannabis. 

7 But there seems to be a disconnect for a lot of people. 

8 They think cannabis is cannabis. 

9 There's different approaches to take. As I 

10 mentioned earlier, when I was smoking cannabis for the 

11 side effect of my medication, that's a very effective 

12 approach. And people like to think, oh -- like with 

13 cancer, for example, smoking is good for your cancer. 

14 Well, not really. It's good for dealing with 

15 the side effects of chemotherapy. But what you want 

16 for a cancer would be a high-dose cannabinoid therapy 

17 in raw form, so you can get the high amount of 

18 cannabinoids in your system and enjoy their benefits. 

19 So for MS patients, we'll kind of look at what 

20 their situation is. To give an example, I had a 

21 patient in the Phoenix area that had pretty advanced 

22 MS. He was wheelchair-bound. And he was suffering 

23 from what they call neurofascia or colloquially called 

24 "the suicide pains'' in which your body responds to 

25 stimuli as thinking it's pain due to the scar tissue 
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1 that's developed in the brain. 

2 We had him on a multi-prong treatment 

3 approach. We were providing him with cannabis oils for 

4 vaporizer use to deal with the pain and lack of 

5 appetite and the lack of ability to sleep as well as 

6 high-dose cannabidiol for the prevention of further 

7 MS progression. 

8 Q. Okay. And as far as the other substances 

9 available, other than the biomass and the raw juicing, 

10 were you able to consume those and compare their 

11 efficacy on your symptoms? 

12 A. Well, again, I think we're conflating symptoms 

13 and damage due to the MS. 

14 As far as smoking stopping MS progression, I 

15 can't give a definitive answer. We haven't seen it 

16 I haven't seen it happen with any of the other patients 

17 I've been working with. The biggest issue for me was 

18 that consuming THC in an activated state gives me bad 

19 anxiety. I've never found it to be particularly 

20 enjoyable for me to consume. And so it kind of had its 

21 own side effects for me. 

22 But what I haven't seen is that stop of the MS 

23 progression from active delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol. 

24 I have seen continued benefit from high-dose raw CBD. 

25 But, again, that's a cost issue for a lot of patients. 
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1 Q. Okay. Now, your experience in various 

2 different products, if you could, could you tell me 

3 what the different products are that are available for 

4 medical marijuana or medical cannabis treatments? 

5 

6 

A. Oh, man, that's a long list. 

Of course, you have your raw smokeable flower, 

7 flower for vaporizer use. They'll sell them in hash 

8 bags so they can't be taken out and used in other 

9 forms. 

10 There's vaporizer cartridges, which is usually 

11 filled with some form of extracted oil or distillate 

12 from the cannabis plant. 

13 You have any and all form of extracts from dry 

14 sieve kief, bubble hash, water hash, alcohol extract, 

15 commonly called RSO or Rick Simpson oil. 

16 Carbon dioxide extract or CO2 extract, which 

17 really should be referred to as crude, as it's a lower 

18 potency oil and requires further treatment and 

19 postprocessing usually done with winterization, 

20 followed by a short path or wiped film distillation. 

21 You have cannabis distillates. You have 

22 shatters, waxes, crumbles. Those are all end-use 

23 extract forms in which they're stable. And those are 

24 produced with chilled ethanol extraction, light 

25 hydrocarbon extraction and, theoretically, 
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1 supercritical or subcritical CO2 extraction. Though 

2 it's definitely more difficult to do it with CO2 as a 

3 form. 

4 All those products can then be infused into 

5 almost anything. I mean, I can sit here and list 

6 infusible products all day long. But generally you're 

7 looking at some form of treatment, depending on the 

8 condition. So you have oral use, which would be 

9 edible. That's generally more of an all-over effect 

10 versus raw oral use, which is high-dose cannabis 

11 juicing. 

12 You can also do topical formulations, which 

13 are more for area-specific -- specific areas of 

14 application. For example, one of my companies, Urbal 

15 Activ, we make a high-CBD topical application, and 

16 that's for localized inflammation and pain. Cannabis 

17 beverages, vaporizer cartridges -- water soluble is 

18 kind of a hot thing on the market right now. Some 

19 people are looking at ways to make the cannabinoid 

20 compounds soluble in water for faster absorption and 

21 higher rates of bioavailability. 

22 Does that kind of cover what you're looking 

23 for? 

24 

25 

Q. It does. 

My next question is, do any of those other 
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1 options lend themselves to juicing or the ability to 

2 juice or create juice for medical use? 

3 A. Not really. And the reason why is that what 

4 you're looking for in juice is high-dose, raw-state 

5 cannabinoids. 

6 And just for information here, when the 

7 cannabis plant produces its cannabinoid compounds, they 

8 are referred to as their acid state. So it's THC-A, 

9 CBD-A, CBN-A. And that carboxyl acid chain attached to 

10 the molecule stops it from binding to the CBl and CB2 

11 receptors in the brain and prevent it from giving a 

12 psychoactive effect, which can be detrimental for 

13 people being able to get things done, for example. 

14 When I was juicing, I was consuming between 

15 two to three pounds of raw cannabis a day. And I'd go 

16 to school and work and get my life done because I 

17 needed that high dose of cannabinoids to prevent the 

18 furthering of my condition. 

19 There is no way to get that level of 

20 cannabinoids into your body if they've been 

21 decarboxylated, if they've been heat activated. That 

22 happens through a variety of effects. 

23 So decarboxylation refers to the breaking away 

24 of that carboxyl acid chain from the cannabinoid 

25 molecule. And it happens through heat. It happens 
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1 through time. It happens through oxygen exposure. 

2 So if even if you have a cannabis flower 

3 that's been freshly cut down and harvested, if you 

4 leave it sitting long enough, it will begin to 

5 decarboxylate. So you really need it raw and fresh to 

6 get access to those acid-state cannabinoids. 

7 Q. You anticipated my next line of questioning. 

8 The timing and optimal process of juicing, as far as if 

9 someone was able to cultivate their own plants. 

10 A. Optimal would be literally as soon as possible 

11 because the juice degrades rapidly with time. 

12 Unfortunately, that's not always physically possible. 

13 For example, I know people have other time 

14 constraints and they don't really want to base their 

15 life around juicing their cannabis plants. What I did 

16 was juice once a week. I would literally just push 

17 through 20 to 30 pounds of cannabis through my juicer. 

18 And then I would also mix a lemon into the 

19 juice, citric acid being a natural preservative, and 

20 freeze them, so that I had kind of ready-to-go cannabis 

21 juice packs for every day. As long as it's fresh 

22 frozen, it's almost as good as immediately freshly 

23 juiced. 

24 Q. But timing and the ability to have access to 

25 the growing plant is important, I take it? 
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1 

2 

A. Yes. Immediately. 

You can work with plants that have been cut 

3 down earlier, but you can't work with, for example, 

4 dried, cured plants. And having access to your own 

5 plants is the only cost effective way I found for 

6 patients to get access to that high-dose, raw 

7 Cannabinoid therapy. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. LIROT: Okay. If you can give me just a 

moment, I want to speak with my client to see if 

there's any additional questions he'd like me to 

ask. If you'll hold on for just a moment. 

THE DEPONENT: No problem. 

MR. LIROT: We'll go off the record. 

(Whereupon, there was a discussion off 

the record.) 

PROCEEDINGS (resumed) 

MR. LIROT: Alex, we're going to go back on 

the record and I'm going to pass you to my 

colleague for his line of questions. 

Thank you. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Mr. Sandorf, this is Jason 

Gonzalez in Tallahassee, Florida, representing the 

Department of Health. Thank you for appearing 

today. 

Can you hear me okay? 
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1 THE DEPONENT: Yes, sir. 

2 CROSS-EXAMINATION 

3 BY MR. GONZALEZ: 

4 Q. Let me first ask, have you ever testified as 

5 an expert in any other litigation? 

6 A. No, sir. I've testified in a traffic case, 

7 but, I think, that probably doesn't apply here. 

8 

9 

Q. No. Thank you. 

Let me ask you, how much do you have any 

10 idea how much cannabis would need to be juiced a day to 

11 have some beneficial effect on somebody that's being 

12 treated for cancer or has a cancer diagnosis? Do you 

13 have any approximation of how much would need to be 

14 involved? 

15 A. It's difficult to give an exact answer to that 

16 because the term "cancer diagnosis" is incredibly 

17 general. And I don't mean to be rude in any way, shape 

18 or form, sir. I apologize if it comes across that way. 

19 But, as you know, there are hundreds of 

20 different kinds of cancers and they all have their own 

21 progression. They all require their own different 

22 methods of treatment. So it's hard to give a general 

23 answer to that. 

24 

25 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. 

If that's okay. 
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1 Q. That makes sense. Let me try to be more 

2 specific. Let's just take this case. 

3 If you have somebody who has been diagnosed 

4 with Stage IV lung cancer, in remission after about 

5 four years after the diagnosis, do you have any 

6 approximation of about how much like a minimum 

7 amount that would need to be juiced to have some 

8 beneficial effect? 

9 A. Again, it's hard to give a specific answer. 

10 But to get a sizable amount of cannabinoids into the 

11 body for their antiinflammatory and anticarcinogenic 

12 benefits, we always would try to make it so they could 

13 access at least a pound a day. 

14 And that sounds like a lot more than it 

15 actually is. Keep in mind that a pound of cannabis for 

16 juicing refers to wet-weight biomass; that's leaves and 

17 immature flowers, things of that nature. So you reach 

18 a pound of weight with not a lot of material very 

19 quickly. 

20 Q. Okay. About how many plants would be 

21 involved -- or what you would harvest off the plants 

22 for juicing, how many plants would it take to get a 

23 pound? 

24 A. You can strip four to five pounds off an 

25 average medium-sized plant very easily without killing 
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1 the plant. What we would try to do is -- when I set my 

2 patients up, depending on their allowable plant count, 

3 we'll set them up between 6 to 12 plants growing at the 

4 same time. And they would kind of just strip leaves 

5 and immature buds off them, you know, moving around in 

6 a circle around their greenhouses, so that they didn't 

7 kill any of the plants by their constant harvesting of 

8 leaf material and flowers. 

9 Q. Okay. Could you just describe to somebody who 

10 is just kind of ignorant of the process of cultivating 

11 cannabis just walk me through the steps of what's 

12 involved in cultivating? 

13 A. Can you clarify for me what you're looking 

14 for? I mean, what type of cultivation are we talking 

15 here? 

16 And the reason I ask is the steps involved in 

17 cultivating are very different, for example, if you 

18 want a small greenhouse in your backyard for juicing 

19 purposes versus, say, someone that wants a large 

20 commercial warehouse. 

21 Q. Just for personal use. What would be involved 

22 for somebody who is going to personally cultivate for 

23 the purpose of their own use; whether it be juicing or 

24 some other purpose? 

25 A. Okay. So what we do is set up outdoor 
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1 greenhouses. That's generally the easiest approach. 

2 And you can get a small one for very cheap. Our 

3 favorite was a 6 by 10, purchasable from Harbor Freight 

4 & Tool, for about 300 bucks. 

5 We'd almost always work with soil because you 

6 don't want the added complexity of hydroponics. So 

7 we'd work with five-gallon buckets, in soil. 

8 In California, it was convenient because you 

9 could access clones that were ready to go. So you just 

10 plant your clone in the dirt and let water and sun do 

11 its thing. 

12 We want to be careful, not overfeeding the 

13 plant with nutrients, which is something you would want 

14 for an indoor hydroponic, for example. But you want to 

15 able to pull plant material off the plant throughout 

16 its lifetime. So nutrients are kept at a minimum so 

17 that you're not consuming those through the plant. 

18 The same with pesticides and things of that 

19 nature. They weren't really required for the purpose 

20 of the plant. It's a weed. It's very hardy. It will 

21 grow very easily. 

22 It's actually very difficult to kill a 

23 cannabis plant. Though, getting top-shelf flower off 

24 of it can be a bit of a difficult process. 

25 Fortunately, for juicing, that's not really a 
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1 requirement. 

2 I can get into the life cycles and 

3 photoperiods of the plant if you want, but I don't know 

4 if that's kind of covered what you asked for. 

5 Q. No. I think that's sufficient, what you've 

6 shared. 

7 Is there a juiced cannabis product that's 

8 commercially produced anywhere in the United States and 

9 sold? 

10 A. Not to my knowledge. That may have changed. 

11 If I'm being fully honest, I haven't looked in the last 

12 year or so, but not to my knowledge. 

13 Q. Okay. Did I understand your testimony --

14 well, let me just ask you, generally, for someone who 

15 is juicing a product and trying to get the -- if I have 

16 this right -- the THC-A and the CBD-A from the juicing 

17 process, is it important to know what the potency of 

18 the juice is or the ratios of those cannabinoids in the 

19 juice? 

20 A. Not particularly. There's no known overdose 

21 threshold even with CBD. And I know there's numerous 

22 studies that have been conducted that -- even by 

23 United States Department of Health has conducted a 

24 study on CBD toxicity. 

the 

25 We always recommended working with a high-CBD 
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1 strain; that is to say a strain which has the genetic 

2 propensity to put out more CBD than THC. But as long 

3 as it's in its raw state, that is to say not 

4 decarboxylated or heated, you will never have a 

5 psychological affect from it, no matter how much you 

6 consume. 

7 Q. Okay. And putting aside any risk of the 

8 psychoactive reaction, is there any -- just for 

9 optimizing a patient's the beneficial effects to the 

10 patient, is there a benefit to knowing the potency and 

11 those ratios of the cannabinoids in the juice? 

12 A. Certainly. What we usually recommended was 

13 for patients treating for cancer, they went with a 

14 higher THC to CBD percentage. Whereas autoimmune and 

15 inflammatory conditions went with a higher CBD to THC 

16 ratio. 

17 Q. What would be the things that an amateur 

18 cultivator would need to do to try to influence that 

19 and try to get the right ratio for what their 

20 particular illness is? 

21 A. Just pick the right genetics. It's easily 

22 available information. Seed banks provide those ratios 

23 exactly for the strains, so it's easily findable and 

24 easily controlled information. 

25 Q. Okay. So the from the seeds that you 
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1 purchase, that's where you'll determine that? 

2 

3 

A. 

Q. 

Correct. Yes. 

You mentioned some of your companies' clients 

4 that had issues with the product they were producing 

5 due to heat or humidity or something. Do those 

6 environmental factors, during cultivation, affect the 

7 potency in those ratios of the cannabinoids in the 

8 product? 

9 A. They'll certainly affect the final cannabinoid 

10 levels. But most of those clients back then were 

11 growing for a different purpose. They wanted to 

12 produce dried, cured flowers for smoking use or, if 

13 they were dispensary groups, for distribution to their 

14 patients. So their goal was to produce top-shelf, A-1 

15 grade, indoor cannabis. 

16 And as I mentioned, growing indoors has its 

17 own sets of challenges because you now have to get rid 

18 of the heat, get rid of the humidity, cycle the air. 

19 And it can be a little bit more prohibitively expensive 

20 versus growing in a greenhouse outdoors in a fantastic 

21 agricultural state, like, Florida. 

22 But when you're growing indoors for -- or even 

23 outdoors -- indoors or outdoors for juicing, your 

24 concern isn't really ever about producing top-shelf 

25 finished flowers. It's about getting as much biomass 
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1 as you can. So you actually don't do a lot of the 

2 things you would do to cannabis if you were growing for 

3 that. 

4 For example, when we're trying to produce 

5 indoor cannabis for extraction or for sale, there's a 

6 lot of specialized trimming techniques you do to 

7 maximize flower size and maximize nodal sites for 

8 flowers to grow on. 

9 We don't worry about those for juicing. It's 

10 really irrelevant. The only real trimming you're doing 

11 is your daily harvest of leaves and flowers as they 

12 start to develop. 

13 Q. Okay. Let me ask you just to describe the 

14 mechanics of the juicing process kind of start to 

15 finish. 

16 A. Okay. Depending on where you access your 

17 material -- initially, I was getting a bulk batch from 

18 cultivators. And then, eventually, I was cultivating 

19 my own. I would take the biomass, the plant material, 

20 and put it in a large strainer in the sink and just 

21 kind of rinse it off to remove any sort of residue or 

22 any bugs that could be on there. Cannabinoids are not 

23 water soluble, so you really don't have to worry about 

24 ever rinsing away cannabinoid compounds. 

25 Then I'll feed it through my Hurom masticating 
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1 juicer. That's a type of juicer that, rather than 

2 grinding material, kind of crushes the juice out of it. 

3 It's a nice juicer. 

4 Anyway, I would run a lemon through for every 

5 pound to pound and a half of cannabis I juiced. And 

6 the purpose of that was for the citric acid in the 

7 lemon acting as kind of a natural preservative. Also, 

8 it helped kind of deal with the taste, which is a 

9 little funky. 

10 So I would juice as much as I could once a 

11 

12 

week and then freeze the excess. I'd fill up little 

ice cube trays with it. I had little 

13 vacuum-sealed freezer packs, so I can make little 

14 mini-smoothie packs, and then I'd mix the frozen 

15 cannabis juice in the smoothies. 

16 

17 Q. 

Does that answer your question, sir? 

Yes, that does. Thank you. 

18 Is there anything about the juicing process 

19 that would -- that's unique with cannabis that would 

20 prevent -- suppose a commercial juicing operation 

21 wanted to juice fresh cannabis and sell it, 

22 commercially. Is there anything about the process that 

23 would prohibit it? 

24 It's different than, say, other types of juice 

25 bars -- non-cannabis juice bars that exist right now 
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1 and juice fresh products. 

2 A. Yeah. The nature of cannabis cultivation 

3 makes it economically unfeasible for large scale 

4 operations to juice. And the reason for that is, 

5 large, indoor, commercial cultivations in the pursuit 

6 of yields, intensely feed their plants with nutrients 

7 and those will come through into the juice. And you 

8 really don't want a high dose of phosphorous or 

9 potassium or any of that stuff that you -- your 

10 vegetable potash that you're feeding your plants. 

11 Those are removed from the plants in the last, 

12 you know, two weeks of its life before it's harvested, 

13 through a flushing process. But by the time you're 

14 doing the flushing process, all the leaves die and 

15 start falling off on their own. So you don't really 

16 have access to that biomass. 

17 You would have to cultivate specifically for 

18 juicing. Which, the way the laws are written and the 

19 cost of getting a license, no one is really interested 

20 in doing that. 

21 Also, the juice does degrade fairly rapidly 

22 compared to other fruit or vegetable juices I've seen. 

23 You have to use preservatives. Freezing seems to be 

24 the best approach. 

25 It could be done. It's just difficult. And 
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1 the way a lot of the laws are written, make it either 

2 cost prohibitive or impossible. 

3 In Arizona, for example, the way the laws were 

4 written, your patients are limited in the amount of 

5 weight of cannabis material they can pick up. Two 

6 ounces a month, I believe. So two ounces of 

7 cannabis would not even be a day's supply of cannabis 

8 juice, but that would take away their monthly limit. 

9 So it just -- it depends on the state. 

10 In theory, no, there's nothing stopping 

11 patients from being able to pick up their cannabis 

12 juice from a dispensary. But in practice, it's not 

13 being done and there's a lot of barriers to it being 

14 able to be done in the future. 

15 

16 

Q. 

or study 

Is there any kind of authoritative publication 

if I wanted to go read about the efficacy 

17 of juicing and treating folks with various medical 

18 conditions, is there anything that you know of -- kind 

19 of a publication or scientific study I could go to for 

20 that? 

21 A. It's tough for groups to do studies on raw 

22 cannabis consumption. As I'm sure you're familiar, the 

23 way the current structure for studies on medical -- the 

24 way the structure for studies on medical cannabis was 

25 handled for years was you had to go through the FDA, 
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1 the DEA and the NIDA. And even then, the cannabis 

2 provided for studies was dried pre-rolled joints. So 

3 peer reviewed research, university studies weren't able 

4 to get access to fresh, green cannabis material to 

5 conduct these studies. 

6 A lot of what we're seeing is coming out of 

7 Israel. They're kind of leading the pack right now on 

8 cannabis studies. I haven't seen a ton of studies on 

9 specifically on juicing itself. 

10 Though, we have seen studies on the 

11 cannabinoids themselves. So we know what the 

12 cannabinoids do. And it's not a large leap of logic to 

13 follow what just access to the cannabinoids themselves, 

14 from a fresh source, would be able to accomplish. 

15 Q. And you've given a couple of statements about 

16 why juicing is important, like, why it's important for 

17 an individual to be able to cultivate their own 

18 cannabis for the purpose of juicing. 

19 Is that unique for folks that want to access 

20 juiced cannabis or are there any other types of medical 

21 cannabis treatments that would be optimally available 

22 if individuals could cultivate their own cannabis? 

23 A. Well, my big thought on it is -- I don't know 

24 how many MS patients you've personally met. But as the 

25 disease progresses and as the damage gets worse, 
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1 working becomes very difficult for many MS patients. 

2 Especially, when they begin to lose motor function. 

3 When you're on a fixed income, on Medicare, 

4 not able to work, your ability to go out and spend a 

5 lot of money purchasing cannabis from any dispensary 

6 organization becomes fairly limited. And the ability 

7 to cultivate your own medicine for almost nothing --

8 the cost of a $300 greenhouse in your backyard and some 

9 dirt -- becomes really important. 

10 Because you don't have the money to go out 

11 I'm in a situation where I can spend $1,000 on a 

12 kilogram of pure crystalline CBD-A, but most MS 

13 patients aren't. Most MS patients don't have access to 

14 pharmaceutical grade CBD-A imported in from Germany or 

15 access to the laboratory facilities to then bind it to 

16 a vegetable protein to make it water soluble. 

17 So to get access to the compounds they need 

18 for their treatment, they're really limited in what 

19 they can do. And the answer usually comes down to grow 

20 it or buy very expensive CBD treatments either online 

21 or from their dispensaries. 

22 Q. Okay. Have you been asked to prepare any kind 

23 of written report in this case? 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

No, I have not. 

How would you describe your assignment that 
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1 you were given when you were retained in this case? 

2 A. They asked me to send over a copy of my resume 

3 and I sent over a quick little blurb about my own 

4 personal story. I have spoken with Mr. Redner and 

5 Mr. Elend previously, in the past. They know my 

6 history and my own personal story with MS and juicing 

7 cannabis, so. 

8 I wasn't given anything in the way really of 

9 instructions for preparing for this, except just take a 

10 minute and write down all the salient details that I 

11 wouldn't be confused about. I wouldn't be sitting here 

12 trying to remember if it was exactly fall of 2009 or 

13 2010, things like that. But other than that, no. No 

14 instructions. 

15 Q. Okay. And are you being compensated for your 

16 participation in the case? 

17 A. Yes, sir. My standard hourly consulting rate. 

18 And then reimbursement for time and travel for 

19 testimony. 

20 

21 

Q. 

A. 

What's your hourly rate? 

My hourly rate for a consultation is $100 an 

22 hour, and for testimony, $500 a day. 

23 Q. All right. And how many hours have you spent 

24 on the case so far, approximately? 

25 A. About 3. 
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1 

2 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. 

And it's not that I'm winging it by any means 

3 but this is my life. I live this. It's my passion and 

4 I've talked about this at length. This is not exactly 

5 a new subject for me to explore. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: I understand. Thank you. 

Give me one second to look over my notes and 

see if I have any anything else but I think we're 

almost done. 

THE DEPONENT: Take your time. 

(Whereupon, there was a pause.) 

MR. GONZALEZ: Luke, I don't have anything 

else. 

MR. LIROT: I don't have any questions. 

Mr. Sandorf, our deepest gratitude for your 

efforts today. Based on the time constraints, 

it's unlikely that you'll be able to read this 

deposition. But we'll make sure that we get a 

copy of it as soon as it's transcribed and we'll 

address any concerns in due course. 

And, again, thank you and all the best on 

your continued good health. 

you. 

THE DEPONENT: Thank you. I appreciate that. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Thank you. All the best to 
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1 

2 

S T I P U L A T I O N 

3 It was hereby stipulated and agreed by and between 

4 counsel present and the deponent, that the reading and 

5 signing of this deposition by the deponent IS waived. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(Thereupon, the taking of the deposition was 

concluded at 2:10 p.m.) 
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1 

2 State of 

3 County of 

4 

5 
Signature of Witness Date 

6 

7 Printed Name of Witness 

8 

9 I HEREBY CERTIFY that I personally administered an 

10 oath for testimony in evidence at deposition held via 

11 Skype in the matter of Redner v. Florida Department of 

12 Health, Case No. 2017-CA-002403, in the Circuit Court 

13 of the Second Judicial Circuit, in and for Leon County, 

Florida, to _____________ , who is 14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

personally known to me or has produced 

as identification. 

19 Notary Public, State of 

20 Printed name of notary: _______ _ 

21 My commission expires: 

22 My commission number is: 

23 (Seal) 

24 

25 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 

44 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

929 

1 CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

2 STATE OF FLORIDA 

3 COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH 

4 

5 I, JUANITA BUTLER, Court Reporter, certify that I 

6 was authorized to and did stenographically report the 

7 foregoing deposition; and that the transcript is a true 

8 record of the testimony given by the witness. 

9 

10 I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative, 

11 employee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties, 

12 nor am I a relative or employee of the parties' 

13 attorneys or counsel connected with the action, nor 

14 am I financially interested in the action. 

15 Dated this 15th day of December, 2017. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

JUANITA ANNETTE BUTLER 
Stenographic Court Reporter 
Notary Public, State of Florida 
Commission No. FF 944824 
Expires: December 21, 2019 
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deposition held via Skype in the matter of Redner v. Florida Department ql Health, Case No. 
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Florida, to A lV)(,"Ju- (..Jv,,._rJ. ? "".-..,\n C , who is .L personally known to me or 
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(Seal) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

MS. MORRELL: Raise your right hand. 

Do you swear under penalty of law what you are 

about to say will be true, so help you God? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I do. 

MS. MORRELL: You're all set to proceed. 

MR. LIROT: Thank you. 

7 DUSTIN SOLAK, D.O., 

8 the deponent herein, being duly sworn under oath, was 

9 examined and testified as follows: 

10 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

11 BY MR. LIROT: 

12 Q. Good morning. 

13 Could you please state your name and spell your 

14 name for the court reporter? 

15 

16 

A. 

Q. 

Dustin Sulak, D-u-s-t-i-n, Sas in Sam, u-1-a-k. 

All right. Dr. Sulak, my name is Luke Lirot and 

17 I'm here representing Joe Redner in a case filed against 

18 the Department of Health. 

19 I'm joined here by our court reporter, in 

20 addition to Joseph Redner, my client and Jeff Marks, his 

21 administrative assistant and Adam Elend, also an 

22 administrative assistant. 

23 And on the other end is Jason Gonzalez, who I 

24 believe may have introduced himself. He represents the 

25 Department of Health. And I'll begin by asking if you've 
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1 ever had your deposition taken before? 

2 

3 

4 

A. I have. 

Q. All right. So obviously I'm going to ask you a 

number of questions. In this context we are, if need be, 

5 taking your deposition in lieu of live testimony for the 

6 hearing that we have set for December 20th. We understand 

7 that you are going to try to make it there. We greatly 

8 appreciate that. But this deposition is to find out the 

9 general nature of your testimony and obviously, I'm going 

10 to ask you a number of questions that you'll be answering 

11 under oath. It's best if you wait for me to finish my 

12 question before you begin your answer. Be sure to give a 

13 verbal response so that the court reporter can take that 

14 down, as opposed to an uh-huh or and uh-uh. 

15 If any question that I ask you is unclear for any 

16 reason, you can ask me to rephrase the question and we will 

17 hope that we can be able to get through this easily. 

18 And obviously, the question we ask everybody is 

19 there any kind of physical, emotional, medical issues that 

20 you have that may interfere with your participation in this 

21 deposition today? 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

No, sir. 

All right. Why don't you tell us what your 

24 profession is? 

25 A. I'm an osteopathic physician and a general 
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1 practitioner and for the last eight years, I have been 

2 focusing on the field of cannabinoid medicine, which is 

3 using the plant cannabis and the compounds found in that 

4 plant to treat, typically, refractory conditions in adults 

5 and children. 

6 Q. All right. Can you tell us a little bit about 

7 your educational background? 

8 

9 

A. Yes. I have two undergraduate degrees from 

Indiana University in biology and nutritional science. 

10 received my medical degree, which is a doctor of 

I 

11 osteopathy, from Midwestern University, Arizona College of 

12 Osteopathic Medicine in Glendale. 

13 And then I came up to Maine for my residency 

14 training. I did one year of family medicine residency at 

15 Maine Dartmouth family medicine program in Augusta. And 

16 subsequently I started a private practice. 

17 Q. All right. And it sounded like you included some 

18 of your work history in there. Can you go ahead and give 

19 me a description of your work history? 

20 A. Sure. So I -- after I opened my private 

21 practice, which initially was focusing on osteopathic 

22 manipulation, I was one of the only physicians in the state 

23 at that time that was willing to consider certifying a 

24 patient for the use of medical cannabis. One of the other 

25 doctors was actually faculty in my residency program and I 
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1 had trained under him. 

2 But in 2009, the Maine law was significantly 

3 expanded to allow access to thousands of patients who 

4 previously didn't have access to medical cannabis. 

5 Basically we added chronic pain and a few other qualifying 

6 conditions and created a regulatory framework for 

7 dispensaries and caregiving to supply patients. Previously 

8 it was only allowed for patients to grow their own. 

9 So, suddenly there were thousands of patients in 

10 the state looking for this service and I was really the 

11 only one able and willing to do it at the time. 

12 So my -- I learned quickly. My practice grew 

13 rapidly over the first few years to two different locations 

14 with about 15 different medical providers in total, all 

15 working together to provide this service and explore this 

16 emerging field in medicine. 

17 So right now, I'm the medical director of Integr8 

18 Health. We have offices in Falmouth and Manchester, Maine. 

19 I currently have nine medical providers in total that I 

20 work together with. We take care of somewhere between 8 

21 and 10,000 patients and these are patients most of them are 

22 using cannabis as a medicine. They all have debilitating 

23 medical conditions. These are real patients with real 

24 medical histories and real diagnoses and we follow up with 

25 them and they participate in Maine's medical cannabis 
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1 program. 

2 Q. All right. It sounded like you were describing a 

3 little bit of the progression of the legislation in Maine 

4 dealing with the use of cannabis as a medical treatment. 

5 Can you just generally, I'm not asking you for any legal 

6 conclusions, but can you generally describe for me the 

7 progression and based on your personal knowledge, of what 

8 actually happened in Maine to allow cannabis to be used as 

9 a medication? 

10 A. Sure. The first law in Maine was passed in 1999, 

11 which had a very narrow list of qualifying conditions and 

12 only allowed patients to cultivate for themselves. And 

13 then in 2009, that list was expanded and the framework was 

14 set up for other -- other ways for patients to access, 

15 namely dispensaries which are storefronts, eight were 

16 licensed in 2010; and caregivers, which are more 

17 artisanal-type cannabis producers that can supply up to 

18 five patients each. And right now there's about 3,000 of 

19 those licensed in the state here. 

20 So we have altogether about 40 to 45,000 patients 

21 in the state that have been certified to use medical 

22 cannabis by over, I think, over 300 different clinicians. 

23 Right now doctors and nurse practitioners are able to 

24 certify patients in Maine. And in general, they have a 

25 fairly good accessibility to the medicine here in Maine. 
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1 Q. It sounded to me like you described that the 

2 first regulation was that the patient could cultivate his 

3 or her own marijuana? 

4 A. That is correct. That was the first regulation 

5 from 1999 and that has continued throughout the program in 

6 Maine. 

7 Q. All right. Was there any limitation on the 

8 number of plants or any other parameters dealing with that 

9 growing of the marijuana or cannabis plant? 

10 A. Yes. Maximum of six flowering plants and if it's 

11 grown outdoors, there's regulation around fencing. I think 

12 it's a six-foot fence that has to be up and it's maybe 

13 20 feet away from the road or the property line. Something 

14 along those lines. 

15 Q. Okay. And I think you testified that it 

16 progressed. And I think you used the word artisanal? 

17 

18 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Can you explain that to me and how that factors 

19 into the medical cannabis concept? 

20 A. Absolutely. Well, cannabis is a medicine that is 

21 really not a single medicine, but is so many different 

22 components in the plant and it can -- it can have vastly 

23 different effects based on the genetics of the plant, the 

24 growing conditions and the way in which it's processed. 

25 could -- and I really mean that, vastly different 
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1 therapeutic effects. One cannabis preparation cannot 

2 simply be substituted for another typically because of the 

3 these distinctions. 

4 And so, Maine is somewhat unique in that we have 

5 this incredibly wide variety of cannabis products on the 

6 marketplace. I actually owned a cannabis analytic 

7 laboratory for almost five years that sat here in my 

8 medical practice. And so, patients would bring in either 

9 their homemade or their what I call artisanally made 

10 products. These are small batches. That's what 

11 distinguishes them from what some of the dispensaries are 

12 doing in very large batches. 

13 And because of the ability to make these small 

14 batches, many of them are custom formulated for specific 

15 patients or specific conditions and often custom formulated 

16 based on my recommendations to the patient. 

17 And so, patients and their caregivers, it's a 

18 strange term, but caregiver just means a cannabis producer 

19 that's licensed to supply up to five patients, they would 

20 bring their cannabis samples and products into my office. 

21 We test them for potency of the various phytoconstituents 

22 to get an idea not only if they made the product correctly, 

23 but to better understand what's working and what's not 

24 working in a variety of different cases. 

25 Q. What kind of substances, if that's the proper 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 

9 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

941 

1 terminology, would these artisanal people bring in to you 

2 to evaluate? 

3 

4 

A. Sure. So, a whole variety. They could be the 

raw flower that's been unprocessed. It could be a 

5 tincture, that's very common, which is an ethanol 

10 

6 extraction. Various types of oils, both concentrated oils 

7 and dilute oils. Topical preparations like edible products 

8 like brownies and candies. That pretty much covers it. 

9 Q. Okay. Now, in your professional responsibility, 

10 has it become apparent to you that different methods or 

11 routes of administration deal better with different medical 

12 conditions? 

13 A. Absolutely. That is -- that's clear in cannabis 

14 medicine, but also clear in the rest of medicine. The 

15 route of administration is inherently tied to the blood 

16 levels of active compounds, rapid or delayed onset of the 

17 effects, the duration of the effect and so forth. So route 

18 of administration makes a dig difference in cannabis 

19 medicine. 

20 Q. Okay. And are you familiar with anyone who has 

21 chosen to juice medical cannabis? 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

Yes, I am. 

Okay. Can you tell me how you've become familiar 

24 with that particular route of administration? 

25 A. Well, that's something that people started 
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1 talking about probably five or six years ago and I think 

2 most of the information was coming out of California. One 

3 of my colleagues, Dr. William Courtney, started talking 

4 about this at cannabis conferences and putting videos 

5 online about it and so before long, I had patients that 

6 were wanting to try it and we were actually analyzing their 

7 juice cannabis products either in the raw form or in an ice 

8 cube form to get an idea of the dosages of the various 

9 phytoconstituents they were using. 

10 Primarily, patients were using and still are 

11 using the juiced and other forms of concentrated raw 

12 cannabis to treat inflammatory conditions and some patients 

13 are using it to treat cancer and other behavioral 

14 conditions. 

15 More recently, this is just within the last two 

16 to three years, we've had a lot of success using raw 

17 cannabinoids for neurological conditions, specifically 

18 seizures. 

19 Q. So are you able to comment on efficacy of 

20 juicing? 

21 A. Yes. The raw cannabinoids -- so juicing is just 

22 one way to deliver cannabis compounds that have not been 

23 exposed to heat. And juicing is very effective for people 

24 that have access to the raw plant. There's other methods 

25 for extracting without heat, but juicing is probably the 
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12 

1 most amenable to homemade type of a production approach. 

2 And so, the raw cannabinoids I've clearly 

3 observed efficacy in several cases and the most obvious 

4 cases are these neurologic cases, some of which I published 

5 in peer-reviewed literature, where we have children 

6 typically, but sometimes adults, that are having multiple 

7 seizures per day and with the application of the raw 

8 cannabinoids the seizures ceased or decreased 

9 significantly. It's something that's very easy to observe. 

10 Q. All right. I'm going to ask you about your 

11 publications in greater depth a little bit later. But as 

12 far as the efficacy that you commented on, you stated that 

13 this was in the absence of heat. Why would that be a 

14 concept of importance? 

15 A. So, the cannabinoids that's a very broad term 

16 that describes a class of compounds found in the plant 

17 cannabis and there's also cannabinoids found elsewhere in 

18 the plant kingdom and also produced in animal physiology. 

19 We make our own cannabinoids. 

20 But the phyto or plant cannabinoids found in 

21 cannabis have an acidic group on their molecules, so 

22 they're considered cannabinoid acids when they're produced 

23 by the plant. When those cannabinoid acids are exposed to 

24 heat, they decarboxylize. This means that the carboxylic 

25 acid group leaves the molecule and they become what we call 
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13 

1 the neutral cannabinoids. 

2 Now, probably 98 percent of the research that's 

3 ever been done on the plant or phytocannabinoids has looked 

4 at the neutral cannabinoids. Very little research has 

5 explored these acidic phytocannabinoids, but what research 

6 has been done is extremely promising. 

7 The phytocannabinoids will decarboxylate if 

8 they're exposed to heat. So in order to utilize the 

9 therapeutic attributes of the acidic cannabinoids, it has 

10 to be processed from the raw cannabis plant, the fresh raw 

11 plant into a stable form, like a juice that can then be 

12 frozen into an ice cube. 

13 Q. All right. And I think you commented that the 

14 human body itself creates cannabinoids. Can you explain 

15 that? 

16 A. Absolutely. So this was a line of research that 

17 began emerging in the late 80's and into the early 90's 

18 when researchers were looking for the target of the THC in 

19 the body. The analogy happened 20 years earlier when 

20 researchers were looking for the target of morphine and 

21 they discovered the opioid receptor. 

22 So, in researching the target of THC, researchers 

23 found the cannabinoid receptor the CBl receptor. 

24 Subsequently, they found a CB2 receptor and they asked the 

25 same question: Well, if we have these receptors, do our 
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1 bodies make compounds that stimulate these receptors. 

2 Clearly, we weren't designed through evolution or creation, 

3 whatever you believe in, to interact with this plant, 

4 right? So there must be some indigenous compound. 

5 When they were looking for what we call 

6 indigenous ligands of the opioid receptors, we found the 

7 endorphins and similarly, 20 years later we found the 

8 endocannabinoids. So, these are molecules produced by our 

9 cells to interact with the cannabinoid receptors. The job 

10 is typically to regulate cellular homeostasis or balance in 

11 cellular physiology and to respond to injury and illness. 

12 And so these endocannabinoids, now we know of 

13 several of them, they function in a way that's very similar 

14 to the plant cannabinoids, but, of course, there's some 

15 differences as well. 

16 Q. Okay. So our body produces cannabinoids in a way 

17 to respond to illness? 

18 

19 

A. 

Q. 

That's correct. 

All right. Are you familiar with efficacy of 

20 cannabis in helping to prevent cancer or relapse of cancer? 

21 A. Well, this is something that has a lot of 

22 pre-clinical research, meaning cell lines and animal 

23 studies. And as far as human studies, there's only been a 

24 couple done that have directly evaluated the anti-cancer 

25 effects of cannabis. 
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1 And so, there's a lot of anecdotal data out 

2 there and some of it has been collected, curated and 

3 collected and published in a non peer-reviewed journal. 

4 But there's -- there's a lot of people, not just in my 

15 

5 practice, but in, you know, really all over the world, that 

6 have been using cannabis for this purpose for treating 

7 cancer either as a monotherapy, meaning the only treatment 

8 or as an adjunct to conventional treatment or for the 

9 purpose of what we call secondary prevention, which means 

10 preventing the recurrence of the cancer. 

11 Q. All right. Can you comment on the historical use 

12 of cannabis as a medical treatment throughout the ages? 

13 A. Absolutely. The first written history is about 

14 24 or 2600 BCE and that was in China. There's -- it's 

15 really popped up all over the place since that time. So we 

16 have about 5000 years or so of recorded historical use. 

17 Many different types of applications for various 

18 conditions. 

19 There's quite a lot of history on using cannabis 

20 to treat tumors, especially solid tumors and interestingly, 

21 a lot of that historical data was using cannabis in a form 

22 that had not been heated or not heated enough to cause 

23 significant decarboxylation. Typically, raw pulpitis, 

24 cannabis cheese, other types of treatment like that. And I 

25 do have a great historical reference, a paper written by 
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16 

1 Ethan Russo that covers a lot of that material. 

2 But really anything that we use cannabis to treat 

3 in a modern way, nothing is new here. There's historical 

4 evidence for treating cancers, for treating neurologic 

5 conditions, for treating pain, for sparing the use of 

6 opioid drugs and this continued right through the 

7 pharmacopeia in this country, in the United States, up 

8 until the 1930's or 40's where cannabis use was very 

9 commonplace and used for a wide variety of purposes and 

10 manufactured by mainstream pharmaceutical companies like 

11 Parke-Davis and Eli Lily. There were cannabis tinctures 

12 and raw cannabis products available in pretty much every 

13 pharmacy. 

14 Q. Is there a difference in what a patient can 

15 obtain at a dispensary, as compared to what he can grow 

16 himself in the context of a desire to juice medical 

17 cannabis? 

18 A. Sure. There's -- the biggest difference there 

19 would be the supply of fresh raw cannabis in an adequate 

20 quantity. That's the biggest, you know, distinction. But 

21 when it really comes down to reality, there's other issues 

22 as well. The dispensaries typically have -- because they 

23 tend to have larger grows that typically have to be 

24 indoors and their harvest cycle is not always amenable to 

25 regular 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

17 

Q. I'm sorry, Doctor, we had a glitch in the 

reception here. If you could take that answer from the 

top, please. I apologize. 

A. Sure. No problem. 

5 So the cannabis that someone needs for fresh raw 

6 juicing would have to be harvested in regular intervals and 

7 processed in a fresh way, you know, without drying it, 

8 storing it and so forth. 

9 The dispensaries that I'm familiar with, these 

10 are very large grow operations that typically have very 

11 large harvests that then have to be stored for periods of 

12 time before they're distributed. So I think just the cycle 

13 of harvesting and processing is probably not rapid enough 

14 and in a lot of dispensaries to meet the needs of someone 

15 that's juicing on a regular basis or daily basis. 

16 The other thing is the very large indoor monocrop 

17 grows are typically more challenged by pests and molds and 

18 other plant diseases, horticultural challenges. And so, 

19 for better or worse, dispensaries are typically using more 

20 pesticides and herbicides and fungicides and I know that a 

21 lot of patients that are looking for the health benefits of 

22 cannabis, especially those that are consuming cannabis in 

23 very high quantities, that's typically what we're talking 

24 about with juicing is a high quantity consumption, that 

25 they would like to avoid exposure to these potential 
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1 contaminants. Those are some distinctions. 

2 

3 

4 

I think that it is possible for a dispensary to 

focus and specialize on raw cannabis products. I've been 

encouraging many dispensaries to do so. I haven't found 

5 any that have really done a great job with it yet. But 

6 some are -- some are starting to get there. But it's --

18 

7 but it's quantity and cost become a real issue for patients 

8 that are looking to get these high doses of raw 

9 cannabinoids. It's very impractical. 

10 I'd say -- I don't think I've ever seen a case 

11 of someone using high dose cannabinoids that has been able 

12 to -- excuse me, high dose raw cannabinoids, that's been 

13 able to do so satisfactory using a dispensary. Typically 

14 it's a homegrown or a caregiver grown. 

15 Q. Okay. Are there reasons a patient would want to 

16 use raw cannabis juice as opposed to an extracted oil or 

17 any of the other substances or routes of administration? 

18 A. Absolutely. So one of the problems in the field 

19 right now when it comes to cannabis extraction or 

20 concentration even if it is done in a way that spares 

21 heat -- and that's very rare by the way. Most of the 

22 extraction processes, especially those that are at a scale 

23 appropriate for dispensary operation, they use both 

24 pressure and heat, which would cause some decarboxylation. 

25 But even when processing is very careful to avoid heat, 
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1 there's typically a loss of volatile compound during the 

2 processing. 

3 So, these are parts of the plant or molecules 

4 that are very easily evaporated and so during the storing 

5 or curing and then during the processing, the whole room, 

6 actually the whole building will start to smell like 

7 cannabis. Well, that aroma, those are actually medicinal 

19 

8 compounds that belong in the final product that the patient 

9 receives. But instead, they end up evaporating during the 

10 processing. 

11 And there was actually an article that came out 

12 this year that took a close look at that, using an 

13 industry-standard processing technique called a super 

14 critical CO2 extraction and it demonstrated just what I 

15 said, that a lot of the medicinal compounds are lost during 

16 the processing. 

17 Q. All right. Would you be able to provide us with 

18 a copy of that article? 

19 

20 

A. 

Q. 

Absolutely. I'll start making a list. 

Okay. Now, do you actually have patients that 

21 juice raw cannabis? 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And can you tell me how many and without 

24 violating their privacy or HIPAA rights, how that route of 

25 administration is helping them? 
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20 

1 A. So right now on my personal patient panel, I can 

2 think of probably less than ten. But close to eight to ten 

3 patients that are actively juicing cannabis. I'm only 

4 doing clinical work two to three days a week and as I 

5 mentioned, I work with several colleagues. So, I don't 

6 know how many we have altogether in my practice, but I'd 

7 estimate at least a hundred. 

8 And the -- the most common conditions that people 

9 are using the raw juice cannabis for would be inflammatory 

10 conditions like arthritis and typically, severe types of 

11 arthritis like rheumatoid and psoriatic arthritis. These 

12 are patients that I have on my panel that I can speak to. 

13 As well as inflammatory GI disorders like ulcerative 

14 colitis and Crohn's. 

15 I have a patient that I just spoke to this 

16 morning who's a 15-year old boy with severe neurologic 

17 conditions. He's got both seizures and self-injuries 

18 behavior due to autism and we were very surprised to see 

19 him respond favorably to the cannabis juice, not just for 

20 his seizures, but also with significant improvement in his 

21 behavior. 

22 And so it's -- you know, I hope that a lot of 

23 people listening to me are skeptical. I would be also if I 

24 was any kind of rational thinker, that one medicine or one 

25 plant could help with so many different conditions. 
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1 seems unlikely until you recognize that we have this 

2 endocannabinoid system we're already using these types of 

3 molecules to promote health and balance at a cellular level 

4 and that helps explain why so many different conditions 

5 respond to this. 

6 But so I guess to finish answering your question, 

7 typically inflammatory conditions, but as you heard, also 

8 neurologic and behavioral conditions. On my patient panel 

9 right now, I do not have anyone -- let me think about this 

10 for a moment. Trying to think if I have anyone that's 

11 using the cannabis juice for cancer right now. I don't 

12 think that I do on my panel. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

17 apologize. 

18 

19 

A. 

Q. 

Okay. Have you heard 

(Simultaneous speakers.) 

We have in the past. 

Can you repeat that? I interrupted you. I 

Sure. I certainly have in the past. 

Okay. And as far as -- a patient that had 

20 cancer, would you find there to be any efficacy in 

21 preventing a relapse? 

22 

23 

A. So there's -- there is a scientific basis for 

preventing relapse using the raw cannabinoids. In 

24 particular, we know the most about THCA. A recent article 

25 came out that proved that THCA stimulates not only -- it 
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22 

1 stimulates a different receptor, not the cannabinoid 

2 receptors that I mentioned earlier, but something called 

3 PPAR gamma. And this is a nuclear receptor that controls 

4 transcription of certain genes and long before we knew that 

5 THCA stimulated this receptor, there's a whole body of 

6 scientific evidence that this receptor controls the cell 

7 cycle and can have anti-cancer effects and cancer 

8 preventative effects. 

9 Q. Are you aware of any literature or any personal 

10 experiences in the use of medical cannabis for multiple 

11 sclerosis? 

12 A. Absolutely. Multiple sclerosis is probably the 

13 condition that has the largest body of evidence for 

14 therapeutic use of cannabis. 

15 Q. Do you think a lay person can manage a successful 

16 small cannabis grow on their own? 

17 A. Absolutely. I have thousands of patient9 that 

18 have begun using cannabis by buying it from someone else 

19 and later converted to growing their own very successfully. 

20 Not only are they better able to afford their medicine in 

21 therapeutic quantities, but the actual process of 

22 horticulture is therapeutic itself. 

23 Q. And are you aware of any harm or danger that 

24 might be caused by consuming raw cannabis juice through 

25 self-administration? 
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1 A. Harm or danger? I'm not aware of any in a 

2 typical sense. Of course, if the cannabis plants were 

3 contaminated with something toxic like a pesticide, that 

4 could be dangerous. But outside of contamination, in its 

23 

5 pure sense, no. No harm or danger. And actually, I didn't 

6 mention this earlier, but the raw cannabinoids have a much 

7 wider therapeutic index than the heated cannabinoids. 

8 By therapeutic index I mean the window between 

9 the dose that's effective and the dose that causes 

10 intolerable side effects. And that's because the raw 

11 cannabinoids have an extremely mild side effect profile. 

12 They are non-psychoactive, so people don 1 t get stoned. 

13 That 1 s not a limiting factor. And overall, they're just 

14 extremely well tolerated even at very high doses. 

15 Q. Okay. Let me now ask you about any publications 

16 that you've participated in or authored. 

17 

18 

A. Sure. 

the journal 

Peer-reviewed publications one in 2015 in 

I should get the name right. I believe it's 

19 The Journal of Clinical Research. Something along those 

20 lines. I'll get you the reference for it. 

21 Q. Okay. 

22 A. And then this year I published in Epilepsy and 

23 Behavior, which is a mainstream epilepsy journal. 

24 Q. All right. And can you tell me the topics of 

25 those peer-reviewed articles and any other articles that 
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1 you've authored? 

2 A. Oh, sure. Outside of the peer-reviewed 

3 literature, I have written extensively on this topic. A 

4 lot of my articles are available for free on the patient 

5 education website Healer.com. 

6 I also have an introduction to the 

7 endocannabinoid system that is one of the top hits on 

8 Google, maybe the top hit if you search endocannabinoid 

9 system. Very popular article. So those -- yeah, I've got 

10 a lot in the lay literature. As far as peer reviewed, the 

11 first article was about the challenges and potential 

12 successes of doing cannabis research in the clinical 

13 setting and I -- the portion of that article that I 

14 contributed to had to do with cannabis dosing and delivery 

15 methods. 

16 And then more recently, the epilepsy article was 

17 called The Current Status of Artisanal Cannabis for the 

24 

18 Treatment of Epilepsy in the United States and that article 

19 provided some data on 280 or so epilepsy patients, along 

20 with some case reports. And the goal of that article was 

21 to provide the scientific community some observational data 

22 of what's happening right now in that world of epilepsy and 

23 being treated by cannabis because as you can imagine, 

24 things are going a little bit backwards here. We typically 

25 have drug discovery followed by animal trials followed by 
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1 safety trials followed by clinical trials. And cannabis is 

2 doing it all backwards here, especially when it comes to 

3 epilepsy. So we thought clinical trial design and also 

4 some of our efficacy data and safety data could be informed 

5 by what we're seeing in the clinics right now. 

6 Q. So for someone with a qualifying medical 

7 condition, would you find it advisable to consume juice as 

8 much as they can? 

9 

10 that. 

A. No. I never take a cookie-cutter approach like 

For patients that have access to juice, I almost 

11 always encourage them to try it and we do a methodical 

12 trial starting at a very low dose and gradually titrating 

13 up the dose observing what their symptom and quality of 

14 life response is. And then making a decision whether or 

15 not that's something they should proceed with. 

16 Q. All right. On average, what volume of juice do 

17 you recommend for your patients? 

18 A. The target -- kind of the first milestone of a 

19 target dose is usually one ounce of juice a day. But I 

20 certainly have patients that go beyond that. 

21 Q. All right. And what kind of plant substance or 

22 biomass or if I can ask how many plants would you need to 

23 have to be able to support that type of recommended dosage? 

24 A. That's a great question. I don't have a great 

25 handle on that number as far as the weight of the raw 
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1 cannabis. To answer your question, I'll say that the plant 

2 number doesn't make a huge difference because it's really 

3 based on the size of the plant. Like you mentioned --

4 

5 

6 

7 

Q. Okay. 

(Simultaneous speakers.) 

A. -- the biomass, that you can have small plants or 

large plants. I know here in Maine, people that grow 

8 outdoor six plants could be six trees that produce a whole 

9 year's supply. 

10 

11 

MR. LIROT: Okay. We lost him. We're going to 

go off the record. I'm going to blame it on the 

12 snowstorm. 

13 (WHEREUPON, an off-the-record discussion was 

14 held.) 

15 BY MR. LIROT: 

16 Q. I only have a few more questions. 

17 Based on your training and experience, what 

18 opinion would you have about the restriction or prohibition 

19 of a qualified patient not being able to grow his own 

20 plants or consume cannabis in a juice fashion? 

21 A. Well, I found that self-cultivation is extremely 

22 empowering for my patients and I can't tell you how many, 

23 but hundreds of patients that I'm currently treating would 

24 not be able to use cannabis as a medicine if they weren't 

25 able to grow their own, primarily for cost reasons and 
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1 access reasons. So, that's the first obstruction. People 

2 that cultivate for themselves can treat themselves at just 

3 a fraction of the cost. 

4 Then there's the quality of the medicine, which 

5 is also, you know, very dependent on growing conditions --

6 Q. I'm sorry, Doctor. You broke up on that. Can 

7 you begin that last answer again, please? 

8 A. Sure. So, I've had at least a hundred, maybe 

9 thousands of patients that wouldn't be able to access 

10 cannabis based on the cost if they weren't able to grow 

11 their own. The cost of treatment is just a fraction of 

12 what it would be growing for one self compared to using a 

13 dispensary. 

14 The -- beyond access based on cost, there's also 

15 access to quality medicine. So, the starting material, the 

16 genetics of the plant, whether it's the seeds or the 

17 chromes, make a big difference in the efficacy and final 

18 product that's produced. And then there's the quality as 

19 well. 

20 So, cannabis that's grown in small batches, like 

21 many botanical products can have a higher quality than 

22 something that's grown at scale in a huge warehouse. I 

23 think most people are familiar with tomatoes from their 

24 garden versus tomatoes from the grocery store, and cannabis 

25 works the same way. 
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1 So beyond that, the access to fresh cannabis for 

2 the purpose of accessing these acidic cannabinoids is 

3 really imperative that people have a place to grow their 

4 own and to harvest it and immediately process it, not store 

5 it, not extract it, but actually just chop the plant down 

6 and put it into a doseable form right away, whether 

7 

8 

9 

that's cannabis juice. I also have patients that --

Q. 

A. 

Sorry, we had a cough. Are you still there? 

Yeah. 

10 Other types of cannabis food products that can be 

11 frozen and fresh raw cannabis preserved. 

12 

13 

So, to answer your question, in my opinion, 

self-cultivation is essential. I know that if that were 

14 suddenly outlawed in Maine, I would have lots of patients 

15 that would be in dire medical situation right now. 

16 Q. All right. Would the other cannabis substances 

17 or other routes of administration be able to equal the 

18 medical benefits of juicing cannabis? 

19 

20 

A. 

Q. 

Absolutely not. 

Okay. Well, you broke up there. And 

21 obviously -- I think you said ''absolutely not," but go 

22 ahead and give us the answer again. 

23 A. Sure. So other forms of processed cannabis and 

24 other routes of administration absolutely cannot replace 

25 juiced cannabis and this is because juiced cannabis is one 
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1 of the only ways or perhaps the only way to get a very high 

2 dose of acidic cannabinoids, of these cannabinoids that 

3 have not been exposed to heat. And it's -- and it's 

4 something that is low tech, that patients can do for 

5 themselves readily on a daily basis or weekly basis if 

6 they're storing them as ice cubes. But this is -- this is 

7 something that is not replaceable by other dosing forms. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

MR. LIROT: All right. If you could give me just 

a moment, Jason. I'm going to confer with my client 

and see if there are any additional questions to ask 

at this point. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. 

(WHEREUPON, a brief recess was taken.) 

MR. LIROT: I have no further questions. I'm 

sure my colleague does. Thank you. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. Thank you. 

17 CROSS-EXAMINATION 

18 BY MR. GONZALEZ: 

19 Q. Hi. This is Jason Gonzalez, attorney for the 

20 Department of Health. Can you hear me okay? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

I can hear you well, Jason. 

Good. I'm not going to have that much for you, 

23 so I think we will wrap this up pretty quickly. 

24 Is there anything else that you believe you may 

25 testify about at the hearing that has not already been 
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1 talked about today? 

2 A. Well, no. We haven't talked a lot about cancer 

3 today and I would expect that to come up at the hearing. 

4 There's a lot of unknowns in human you know, there is a 

5 lot that hasn't been done in human research regarding 

6 cannabis and cancer, but quite a bit that's done 

7 pre-clinically and I'm happy to comment more on that. 

8 Q. Yeah. I would be interested in that. And I 

9 understand, for a variety of reasons we've been hearing 

30 

10 about in the testimony from other witnesses, that there may 

11 not be a lot of human trial research. 

12 Let me ask you: In studying the effects of 

13 various substances and how they can be used in medicine, is 

14 a double-blind placebo controlled study that includes a 

15 human trial is that kind of the optimal type of study that 

16 you'd want to see to determine efficacy of a substance for 

17 use in treating various illness? 

18 A. That is currently considered the gold standard in 

19 medicine, though there are definitely some drawbacks to 

20 relying exclusively on that model. And one of the areas 

21 where I think the limitations of the double-blind studies 

22 is more pronounced is in the evaluation of complex 

23 botanical medicines. 

24 So, double-blind works very well for single 

25 molecule medicine, where we know exactly what somebody is 
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1 getting, their exact dosage. That can be applied to 

2 cannabis and it has been when there's a highly standardized 

3 preparation of cannabis to work with. But when you're 

4 talking about, you know, many variations, permutations of 

5 cannabis preparations, then observational research ends up 

6 being preferred and I think my epilepsy study is a great 

7 example because, you know, in those 280 or so patients, 

8 very few of them were receiving the exact same formula. 

9 There were many different formulations, some that included 

10 acidic cannabinoids, some that were all neutral, very wide 

11 ranges in dosing were applied to these different patients. 

12 Yet, despite that, the evidence is still supportive that 

13 there was efficacy. Basically, 86 percent of the patients 

14 we looked at received some reported benefit. 

15 So, I agree that when it comes to FDA approval 

16 and integration into mainstream medicine, a double-blind 

17 trial is typically what's needed. But there's a lot of 

18 validity to observational and open label trials as well. 

19 Q. Okay. And I think I know the answer to this, but 

20 has there been any double-blind placebo controlled study 

21 with a human trial with respect to the efficacy of using 

22 juice cannabis for medical treatment? To your knowledge, 

23 is there such a study? 

24 A. The last statement you said using juice cannabis 

25 for -- did you say 
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1 

2 

3 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

For any type of medical treatment? 

Medical treatment? I don't believe so. 

Okay. And you said in just the evidence that is 

4 available that you observed, that there was an 86 percent 

5 of the patients receive some benefit. So, I guess, my 

6 question is: Is it correct that every patient doesn't 

7 respond the same way to cannabis as a treatment for their 

8 illness? Is that correct? 

9 A. Absolutely. 

10 Q. And so some patients, maybe in the evidence that 

11 you cite 86 percent received a benefit and then the 

12 remaining percentage may not have received a benefit; is 

13 that right? 

14 A. That's correct. And that was in a refractory 

15 epilepsy population specifically. 

16 Q. Okay. So that was specific to epilepsy. 

17 As a general matter, would you agree that some 

18 patients may receive a benefit and some may not and you 

19 just -- I like what you said about starting with a lower 

32 

20 dose and kind of as a trial with the patient and seeing how 

21 they respond so -- this isn't a very well-worded question, 

22 so I'll start over. 

23 Would you agree then that -- that you would have 

24 some patients that would receive a benefit and others may 

25 not that you would need to kind of see in the trial use of 
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1 that as you monitor the patient? 

2 A. That is correct. We -- there's various trials 

3 that do with the patient when a new patient that hasn't 

4 used cannabis --

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. I think we're breaking up a little bit. 

MR. LIROT: Doctor, you broke up on that answer. 

Could you start your response over, please? 

THE WITNESS: Sure. So, the short answer is yes. 

But I can go into more detail. 

When a patient presents to me for an initial 

visit who has no experience with cannabis, by the end 

of the visit after evaluating their condition, and 

then based on my clinical experience and based on the 

literature that I'm familiar with, I will craft an 

initial trial. This is kind of like plan A. And 

we'll go through that therapeutic trial starting at a 

low dose, titrating up until a maximum dose that I set 

for the patient. 

And if they fail to respond by the time they 

complete that trial, then I typically have a plan B 

that also is using cannabis. Again, that's the 

primary reason patients are coming to see me. And 

plan B, even though it's using cannabis, might be, you 

know, very distinct from plan A, totally different 

plant components that act in a different way and so 
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forth. 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

But it's hard to predict what patients are going 

to respond to. But there are definitely some trends 

in the conditions that we treat most commonly that we 

pick up and they do hold some clinical utility, I'll 

say, some of these trends. But it's -- people respond 

7 to this medicine very differently all the time. 

8 BY MR. GONZALEZ: 

9 Q. Okay. I understood your testimony about how cost 

10 can be a major factor in whether or not patients that want 

11 to juice, use juice marijuana as part of their treatment 

12 can actually access it. But let me ask you at least 

13 theoretically, would it be possible, for instance, where 

14 you are in Maine, would it be possible for a dispensary to 

15 juice fresh marijuana and sell it to a patient irrespective 

16 of the cost issues, theoretically they could do that? 

17 (Simultaneous speakers.) 

18 

19 

A. 

Q. 

Irrespective of cost, that would be possible. 

Okay. Are you being compensated for your 

20 participation in this trial? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

Yes, I am. 

Okay. And I just have to ask this of every 

23 witness, what's your -- are you being paid on an hourly 

24 rate or is it a flat fee? 

25 A. Yes. My hourly rate is $450 and if I am out of 
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1 town or missing a full clinical day, that's $4,000. 

2 Q. Okay. And how many hours so far you have working 

3 in this case? 

4 A. This is just, you know, right about now we're at 

5 an hour and a half. 

6 Q. Okay. Have you prepared any written reports for 

7 any party in this case? 

8 

9 

A. 

Q. 

10 reports? 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

No. Not yet. 

Okay. Have you been asked to prepare any 

Yes. 

Oh, you have. Okay. 

13 Do you have an expected time when the report is 

14 going to be prepared and delivered to your client? 

15 A. We haven't discussed that. But I'm happy to give 

16 an estimate now. Certainly by the end of the day Friday. 

17 But I hope to get that done on Thursday. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. What is the assignment for that report? 

It's a summary 

MR. LIROT: Doctor -- Doctor, can you -- you're 

frozen. 

MR. GONZALEZ: May have to reconnect. 

MR. LIROT: We were doing so well. 

MR. GONZALEZ: We were almost done. 

THE WITNESS: Am I back? 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

MR. GONZALEZ: You're back. We broke after at 

the word summary. And you were speaking of your 

report. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. Yes. 

To prepare a summary of the scientific evidence 

related to raw cannabinoids or raw cannabis plant and 

its effect on cancer prevention or cancer treatment. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. I'm almost done. I'm just 

9 looking over some notes. 

10 BY MR. GONZALEZ: 

11 Q. You testified that your practice treats, I 

12 believe, 8 to 10,000 patients. Approximately how many of 

13 those use juiced cannabis? 

A. I'd say, just a rough estimate, probably 200. 

36 

14 

15 Q. And do all those 200 cultivate their own cannabis 

16 to juice? 

17 A. Either they're cultivating their own or they're 

18 using a caregiver that is regularly producing that for 

19 them. 

20 

21 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. 

I don't know of anyone that's obtaining it from a 

22 dispensary. I don't believe any of the dispensaries in the 

23 state supply that currently. 

24 Q. I see. So, in Maine, do some caregivers then 

25 juice the marijuana or the cannabis and administer it to 
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1 the patient for a fee? 

2 

3 

A. Yes. 

MR. GONZALEZ: I don't have any further 

4 questions. 

5 REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

6 BY MR. LIROT: 

7 

8 

Q. Doctor, I just have a couple follow up. 

My colleague asked you about human research and 

9 double-blind studies. Has the existence of governmental 

10 regulations posed an obstacle to such studies? 

11 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

In the U.S., absolutely. 

All right. Can you expand on that, if possible? 

Sure. So the only clinical trials available 

14 using cannabis in the U.S. have to be not only approved by 

15 extra regulatory government divisions like Department of 

16 Health and Human Services, the DEA with the Schedule 1 

17 license, but also National Institute of Drug Abuse. 

18 And so, up until just recently in the last year 

19 or two, National Institute of Drug Abuse really only 

20 approved studies that were designed to shown harms of 

21 cannabis and not to show benefits. And I have attended 

37 

22 many of these research symposia that, you know, it's kind 

23 of interesting because the experimental design is targeting 

24 the harm and the side finding is that there's benefit. 

25 But, of course, the benefit is often emphasized in the 
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1 research. 

2 The other part of the problem with clinical 

3 research in the United States is that the supply of 

4 cannabis has to come from the University of Mississippi, 

5 which is an operation managed by the National Institute of 

6 Drug Abuse and they have very few forms of cannabis that 

7 they're able to supply and I don't suspect that they have 

8 supplied raw cannabinoids. I'm not familiar with any 

9 NIDA-approved studies that have used the raw cannabinoids. 

10 They've all been in the heated form and typically, it's a 

11 lower quality cannabis. This is well-known and it's 

12 actually -- this topic has been written about in the 

13 peer-reviewed literature that the cannabis produced by NIDA 

14 for the purpose of these studies is much lower quality than 

15 what's typically found in medical cannabis marketplaces. 

16 Q. All right. And you used the word titrate, if you 

17 could and I hate to jump around, but can you explain that? 

18 Why would one titrate? What is the process? What does 

19 that mean? 

20 A. So titrate is -- when we're talking about 

21 titration, when it comes to patients, we're talking about a 

22 methodical adjustment of the dosage in order to find the 

23 dosage that produces the best response. The most efficacy 

24 with the least side effects. And so, that would be, you 

25 know, for example start at one milligram every five days 
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1 increased by another milligram until we get to 

2 20 milligrams. You know, something like that. And as you 

3 can imagine, that could be a long trial what I just 

4 described. Usually we go a little faster than that, but 

5 not always. 

6 And the reason for that is because in cannabis 

7 medicine, we have a very broad effective dosing range. 

8 think that, you know, in the epilepsy paper I published 

I 

39 

9 there was something like a 300 full difference between the 

10 lowest effective dose and the highest effective dose. Very 

11 unusual to see that in any type of medication where you can 

12 have -- you know, just to give you the equivalent, somebody 

13 my body weight may respond well to one milligram per day or 

14 may respond well to 2000 milligrams per day. You know, 

15 it's hard to believe, but that is the case. 

16 Q. Okay. And in conclusion, based on the concepts 

17 we discussed today, is there anything that I have not asked 

18 you or that Mr. Gonzalez hasn't asked you that you think 

19 would be important or highly relevant to the issues we've 

20 spoken about? 

21 A. Well, one topic that hasn't come up today is 

22 something that's been given the name the entourage effect. 

23 More of a scientific term for this would be 

24 phytoconstituents synergy. And what this is referring to 

25 is the evidence that a combination of these molecules from 
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1 the plant and this is true in cannabis, but in other areas 

2 of botanical medicine as well, where the combination of 

3 these molecules has a synergistic effect where the 

4 therapeutic benefit is greater than the sum of the 

5 individual molecules. 

6 So, you know, there's a lot of evidence 

7 supporting the use of complex botanical formulations, if 

8 you will, that don't just contain THCA or CBDA or some 

40 

9 isolated molecule, but the whole breadth of what this plant 

10 produces, which is something -- in the range of I think 

11 around 1200 identified compounds. 

12 So this -- and cannabis is not alone in this 

13 you know, in this way. There's many plants from which 

14 pharmaceuticals have been derived that we know when these 

15 single molecules appear in the context of the whole plant, 

16 they have better absorption, better efficacy, better safety 

17 profiles and cannabis is really quite strong in its support 

18 of that trend. 

19 Q. Cannabis is quite strong in support of that 

20 trend? 

21 A. Yeah. I apologize if I didn't say that well, but 

22 in the field of medical cannabis there's been a lot of 

23 research in this field that has supported this trend of 

24 finding the whole plant more effective than the isolated 

25 molecule. 
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11 

12 

13 

14 
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MR. LIROT: All right. I have no further 

questions. I defer to my colleague for any follow up? 

MR. GONZALEZ: I don't have anything else. Thank 

you. 

MR. LIROT: All right. Doctor, we're very 

grateful for your time today and we will be in touch 

and stay warm. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. Thank you, guys. This was 

excellent. Hopefully I'll see you next week. 

MR. LIROT: Thank you, Doctor. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Thank you. 

THE WITNESS: Bye. 

15 STIPULATION 

16 It was stated by counsel that the exercise of 

17 reading and signing the transcript would be waived. 

18 

19 (WHEREUPON, the taking of the deposition was 

20 concluded at 10:20 a.m.) 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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10 

11 Notary Public, State of Maine 

42 

12 Printed Name of Notary: Jennifer I. Morrell 

13 My commission expires: 11/06/2023 

14 commission number is: N/A 

15 (Seal} 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Signature of Witness Date 

Printed Name of Witness 

21 Address of Witness 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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1 

2 

CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

3 STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH 

4 

5 I, V. LIZ NIEVES, Court Reporter, do hereby certify that I 
was authorized to and did stenographically report the 

6 deposition of DUSTIN SULAK, D.O.; that a review of the 
transcript was not requested; and that the foregoing 

7 transcript, pages 1 through 41, is a true record of my 
stenographic notes. 

8 
I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative, employee, or 

9 attorney, or counsel of any of the parties, nor am I a 
relative or employee of any of the parties attorney or 

10 counsel connected with the action, nor am I financially 
interested in the action. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

DATED this 15th day of December, 2017. 

. ··; / 
.· f~ -\~i---...:,,.c_ 

V. LIZ NIEVES 
Registered Professional Reporter 
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State of Maine 

County of Cumberland 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I, Jennifer L Morrell, personally administered an oath for 

testimony in evidence at a deposition held via Skype in the matter of Redner v . .F'lorida Department 

of Health, Case No. 2017-CA-002403, in the Circuit Court of the Second Judicial Circuit, in and 

for Leon County, Florida, to Dr. Dustin Sulak, D.O. who is has produced 

rx2e Dl- Co.? :3 ;;;,,,;J / as identification on thisµ day of December, 2017. 

' ~f P. en j 1 .1:) I ~c 

JENNIFER l MORRELL 
Notary Public · Ma~ne Printed name of notary: Jennifer L Morrell 

My commission Expires 
November 6, 2023 

My commission expires: 11/06/2023 

commission number is: NIA 
(Seal) 

/,,,,Signature of Witness Date 

Address of Witness 
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Filing# 65484077 E-Filed 12/15/2017 05:34:08 PM 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA, IN AND FOR LEON COUNTY 

JOSEPH REDNER, an individual, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. Civil Division: S 
CASE NO: 2017-CA-002403 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
an agency of the State of 
Florida, 

Defendant. 

********************************************************** 

DEPOSITION OF: JOSEPH RICHARD REDNER 

PURSUANT TO NOTICE 
COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANT 

TAKEN: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

LOCATION: 

REPORTED BY: 

December 12, 2017 

10:36 A.M - 11:00 A.M. 

Shutts & Bowen, LLP 
Suite 300 
4301 West Boy Scout Boulevard 
Tampa, Florida 33607 

V. LIZ NIEVES 
Integra Reporting 

Registered Professional Reporter 

Notary Public 

Commission No. FF186474 

Expires: 12/30/2018 
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APPEARANCES: 

LUKE LIROT, ESQUIRE 
Luke Charles Lirot, P.A. 
2240 Belleair Road 
Suite 190 
Clearwater, Florida 33764 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

JASON BRENT GONZALEZ, ESQUIRE (via Skype) 
Shutts & Bowen, LLP 
215 South Monroe Street 
Suite 804 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Attorney for Defendant 

JEFF MARKS 
ADAM ELEND 

INDEX 

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. GONZALEZ 
STIPULATION 

CERTIFICATE OF OATH 

CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

E X H I B I T S 

(None marked) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

THE COURT REPORTER: Do you swear or affirm the 

testimony that you are about to give will be the 

truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

5 JOSEPH RICHARD REDNER, 

6 the deponent herein, being duly sworn under oath, was 

7 examined and testified as follows: 

8 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

9 BY MR. GONZALEZ: 

10 Q. Hi, Mr. Redner, my name is Jason Gonzalez. As 

11 you know, I 1 m an outside attorney for the Department of 

12 Health in this case. 

13 If you could begin by stating your full name for 

14 the record? 

15 

16 

A. 

Q. 

Joseph Richard Redner. 

Okay. And as you know, we're set up here by 

17 video conference and if at any time the audio cuts out, 

18 just wave your hands and let me know and I can repeat a 

19 question if you think you haven't heard it fully. 

20 If you could, just go ahead and start by telling 

21 me where is your residence? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

3613 West Walnut Street, Tampa, Florida 33607. 

How long have you lived there? 

20 years. 

Where were you born? 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 

2 

A. 

Q. 

Hackensack, New Jersey. 

I'm going to jump straight into your medical 

3 history with the current condition that you've raised as an 

4 issue in this lawsuit. 

5 If you could just walk me through your diagnosis 

6 of cancer, kind of tell me about that and the treatment 

7 you've received? 

8 

9 

10 

A. In 2011 September, I believe, I was diagnosed 

because I had pain in my back and in my chest. I went to 

the doctor. He sent me to get an x-ray. I was diagnosed 

11 with lung cancer at that time. Started going to Moffitt. 

12 They diagnosed it as Stage 4 lung cancer that had 

13 metastasized to a point on my spine. And we started a 

14 regiment of aggressive chemo and radiation and it went 

15 

16 

into 

Q. 

after these treatments, it went into remission. 

Okay. What physicians have treated you at 

17 Moffitt? 

18 

19 

20 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Dr. Antonia. And that's with an "a" at the end. 

Okay. Is that the only one? 

Yes. The only one I remember, yeah. I don't 

21 think I was treated by -- yeah, I was treated -- the 

22 

23 

24 

25 

radiation doctor was different from the oncology doctor. 

don't know his name. I was in there. He talked to me --

Q. 

(Simultaneous speakers.) 

Is Antonia, is that a he or a she? 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 

2 

3 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

5 

It's a he. 

He. Is he an oncologist, to your recollection? 

He is an oncologist. He's my oncologist and he 

4 is a scientist also. 

5 Q. My wife is also being treated at Moffitt, so I'm 

6 interested in who is there. 

7 Okay. Tell me what do you know the type of 

8 chemo that you were prescribed? 

9 

10 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

How long or how many treatments, to your 

11 recollection? 

A. Ten. That's a guess. I don't keep count of that 12 

13 

14 

15 

kind of stuff. I just go do it. 

16 sure. 

17 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

18 assume? 

19 A. 

I understand. That's probably 

That's all ascertainable from the records, I'm 

Sure. So has the chemo treatment concluded, I 

Oh, yeah. It's been seven years. It concluded 

20 within the year. 

21 Q. Okay. And what about the radiation, do you 

22 remember approximately when you received the radiation? 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

No. It was in 2000 --

That's all concluded as well, I assume? 

Yes. All treatments have been concluded for five 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 years. 

2 Q. Okay. Are you still regularly having follow ups 

3 with the physicians at Moffitt? 

4 A. I went every four months to have a scan and 

5 they just changed that to every six months a couple of 

6 treatment -- a couple of scans ago. So I'm getting it 

7 every six months now I'm getting a scan. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

than 

Q. 

the 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Initially was the cancer detected anywhere other 

lungs and the spine you said was where --

(Simultaneous speakers.) 

Tl0 on the spine. 

Okay. 

Nowhere else. 

Nowhere else. Good. Good. 

After the chemo and radiation, is it still 

16 detectable by the scans or has -- does it appear to not be 

17 detectable at this time? 

18 A. The only thing that's detectable is the scar. 

19 The scar that was -- that was left from the radiation. In 

20 my lung. 

21 Q. And that's been for five years now that the scans 

22 just show the scar? 

23 A. Yeah. I'm one of four percent of lung cancer --

24 Stage 4 lung cancer patients that survive past five years. 

25 I'm in --

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 

2 

3 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Congratulations. 

I'm in my sixth year now. 

Okay. Excellent. Could you describe the side 

4 effects of the chemo and radiation? Were there side 

5 effects, I assume, from that? 

7 

6 

7 

A. I can't explain the side effects to you. There's 

no way to describe them. It's the worst day you ever --

8 when they first give you the chemo, each treatment, it's 

9 the worst day you've ever had in your life. You can't sit 

10 down. You can't stand up. You don't want to move. You 

can't watch TV. You can't do anything. It's driving you 

crazy. They give you opioids to take care of it. You 

can't shit. It's terrible. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

So then I started to -- cooking my own marijuana 

because you can't buy it. And I am aware of life and I 

know what's going on in it. So I started cooking it and 

making my own oil and that's how I tolerated the chemo. If 

it wasn't for the marijuana, I don't know if I could have 

tolerated it. 

Q. And you mentioned opioids, they prescribed some 

21 type of opioids to you? 

22 A. They would prescribe any kind of opioids you 

23 want. They give you liquid. You got Stage 4 lung cancer. 

24 You're dying. They're giving you stuff to kill you and 

25 just hope it kills the cancer before it kills you. So, 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 yeah, they gave me any kind of --

2 (Simultaneous speakers.) 

3 (Reporter interruption.} 

4 MR. LIROT: You're talking over each other. So I 

5 think the court reporter would be happier if we wait 

6 for the question to be finished before the answer is 

7 given and the answer is given before the next 

8 question. 

9 BY MR. GONZALEZ: 

10 Q. So did you take any kind of opioids that they had 

11 recommended? 

12 

13 

14 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

I did. 

Which ones, to your recollection? 

I think I took some -- I 1 m not sure what he 

15 prescribed. Right now in my cabinet I have OxyContin. He 

16 also prescribed some liquid opioids for me. I don't know 

17 what that's called either. I just don't know. 

18 Q. Okay. How long were you on the -- was it 

19 cannabis oil you said that you prepared? 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

I'm still on it. 

Still on it. Okay. And that has given you 

22 relief, that's your testimony, correct? 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

25 consume? 

Absolutely. 

What is the -- what's the quantity that you 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 

8 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

984 

1 

2 

A. 

Q. 

I don't know. 

Okay. Is that cannabis oil, do you make that 

3 from cannabis that you own? 

4 A. I don't make it now. I made it then. Now I buy 

5 my oil from Pure Leaf. 

6 Q. Okay. And was that from that recommendation that 

7 we heard about yesterday from Dr. Gordon --

8 A. Yes. And before that it was Dr. Radley Griffin 

9 was my doctor. 

10 (Simultaneous speakers.) 

11 

12 

Q. 

A. 

Is he --

Yesterday you were asking about, it was Radley 

13 Griffin was my first doctor and then Dr. Gordon is my 

14 second doctor. 

15 Q. Okay. And it was Radley Griffin, he's the doctor 

16 that gave you the initial medical user certification; is 

17 that right? 

18 A. Yes, he is. And he's the doctor -- he is my 

19 concierge doctor and he also is the one that diagnosed the 

20 cancer from the first scan I got. 

21 

22 

23 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Okay. Is he located in Tampa? 

Yes, he is. 

All right. So tell me what time period did you 

24 use the cannabis oil that you produced? 

25 A. From 19 -- from 2011 to now. 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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10 

1 Q. To now, okay. And then you switched -- okay. 

2 Then you started using the oil that you're able to purchase 

3 from True Leaf [sic]? 

4 

5 

A. 

Q. 

Right. 

Have you used any other types of cannabis 

6 derivatives for your treatment? 

7 

8 

A. 

Q. 

I have. Vaping. 

Vaping, okay. You think you get benefits from 

9 the vaping as well? 

10 

11 

A. 

Q. 

Limited benefits, yes. 

And I understand in this lawsuit you're seeking 

12 the ability to be able to cultivate your own cannabis 

13 

14 

A. 

cannabis. 

No, not cultivate. Not cultivate my own 

Possess my own plant growing or not and the 

15 seeds thereof. 

16 

17 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. Will you --

That's the -- the MMTC's cultivate. They have a 

18 separate place in this amendment that takes care of them. 

19 There's a patient part. There's an MMTC part. 

20 Q. Have you -- have you juiced any cannabis up to 

21 this date? 

22 A. No. It's not available. And if it was 

23 available, the cost would be prohibitive and poor people 

24 that can't get their medicine because it's too God damned 

25 expensive can't get -- can't grow their own to treat their 
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1 whatever they have because they can't afford it. And 

2 that's what's wrong with this damn country. 

3 Q. Mr. Redner, have you ever submitted an 

4 application for a medical marijuana treatment center 

5 license? 

6 A. We are submitting -- we actually registered with 

7 the Health Department. They turned down our registration 

8 and we are waiting for them to come up with the rules so 

9 people can get their damn medicine so we can apply again. 

10 So we can apply for a license, yes. 

11 Q. Okay. And when you say "we," is that in 

12 conjunction with someone else? 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. It's a company called Florigrown. Yes, and it is 

in 

BY 

conjunction with somebody else. 

Q. 

MR. 

Q. 

A. 

All right. Can you spell that? 

THE WITNESS: Spell it for me. 

MR. ELEND: F-1-o-r-i-g-r-o-w-n. 

MR. LIROT: Did you get that, Jason? 

MR. GONZALEZ: I'm not sure that I did. 

MR. ELEND: Sorry. 

MR. LIROT: F-1-o-r-i-g-r-o-w-n, Florigrown. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Got it. Okay. Thank you. 

GONZALEZ: 

What registration did Florigrown apply for? 

For MMTC center, the only thing you can under the 
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1 amendment that you guys ignore. 

2 

3 

Q. 

A. 

When was that application submitted? 

We -- actually we registered -- we asked for a 

4 registration. We didn't send an application because the 

5 amendment says registration. We sent for a registration 

6 

7 

8 

A. 

Q. 

MR. ELEND: January of 2017. 

January of 2017. 

Okay. Did you get any written response from the 

9 department? 

A. Yes. 

12 

10 

11 

12 

Q. 

A. 

And tell me where did you send that registration? 

That's kind of funny too because they told us 

13 that we -- and then when they -- they refused the 

14 registration. We asked for an administrative hearing and 

15 surprise, surprise they said we had to go to the circuit 

16 court. There was no -- it was a constitutional question 

17 and the administrative law judge couldn't handle it anyway. 

18 And I think that's just exactly opposite of what you're 

19 saying in your filing, so I find it kind of strange that 

20 you two are contradicting yourself. 

21 Q. You said you did get a written response from the 

22 department on that? 

23 A. Yes. When we asked for administrative hearing, 

24 we got a written response from them too saying take it to 

25 the circuit court. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Q. And approximately when did you get the response? 

MR. ELEND: The initial response was in March. 

The initial response was in March 2017 and then the 

administrative appeal denial was in I want to say 

April of 2017. 

13 

MR. GONZALEZ: I have not been involved in any of 

that, so forgive my ignorance to that process. 

I'm sorry, I didn't -- I forgot to write down 

your name. 

MR. ELEND: Adam Elend, E-1-e-n-d. 

THE WITNESS: And you asked about my -- people 

who I am applying for the license with, Adam, Jeff and 

my son Kyle. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. 

15 BY MR. GONZALEZ: 

16 

17 

18 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

And are those the owners of this company? 

Yeah. Yes. 

Has there been any -- because I don't know about 

19 any other litigation on that, was there any litigation over 

20 that registration request? 

21 A. Not yet. I'm sure we will be seeing a lot of 

22 each other. 

23 Q. Has the department sent you any cease and desist 

24 letter with regard to any activities related to this case? 

25 A. No. 
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1 

2 

3 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Any activities related to possessing cannabis? 

No. 

To your knowledge, has the Department of Health 

4 or any of its employees made any report to law enforcement 

5 about anything related to your -- you and the use or 

6 possession of cannabis? 

A. No. 7 

8 Q. Has is the Department of Health or any State 

9 of Florida entity, to your knowledge, conducting an 

10 investigation related to your use or possession of 

11 cannabis? 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

I wouldn't know that, but I think no. 

Okay. If you could just describe I know you 

14 got some of this in your complaint, but I want to give you 

15 an opportunity to describe how you understand the 

16 department to be violating any of your rights. 

14 

17 A. Well, your laws say I can't grow my own marijuana 

18 and it's optimal for my health. And it's in the 

19 Constitution that I can possess a plant growing or not so 

20 you're violating my rights. 

21 Q. 

22 this time? 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

Are you possessing any plants growing or not at 

No. 

And is there anything else in response to the 

25 previous question that you want to add anything to the 
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15 

1 basis for how your rights are being violated? 

2 A. No. Just by keeping me -- keeping me from 

3 accessing my medicine the way my doctor and I decide is the 

4 optimal way of keeping me from getting cancer again. 

5 Q. Tell me, if you could, just describe, what your 

6 physician has recommended with respect to your treatment 

7 using cannabis derivatives, what have they recommended that 

8 you do, if available by law? 

9 A. Well, they recommended what the state allows them 

10 to recommend. You have that already from the doctor. And 

11 I don't remember, so I don't know. 

12 Q. Right now are you seeking to use cannabis 

13 derivatives to treat any particular symptom? 

14 

15 

16 

A. 

the chemo. 

Yes. I have restless legs I think as a result of 

I use it at night to be able to sleep. I can't 

remember anything else right now. I believe it has 

17 curative powers and it's what's kept my cancer away for 

18 these seven years. 

19 Q. And what's your basis for believing it's kept 

20 your cancer away for these years? Is there any study 

21 you've read or something like that or doctor 

22 recommendations? 

23 A. I've read a myriad of studies and I think I have 

24 some anecdotal evidence that I'm 1 of 4 percent that 

25 survive past five years. I'm in my -- over my sixth year 
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1 now. I'm probably 1 of 3 percent now. And I intend being 

2 1 of O percent because I'm going to keep on going because 

3 I'm going to do my medical marijuana to keep me well in 

4 spite of what you say. 

5 Q. And in your complaint, you're described as a raw 

6 vegan. Can you just define that and tell me how you 

7 practice as a raw vegan? 

8 A. I don't eat meat, chicken, fish or their 

9 derivatives except for eggs. And I eat all -- I'm a raw 

vegan. I eat everything I can, all the vegetables I can, 

16 

10 

11 raw. I eat 15 different kinds of raw vegetables every day. 

12 I eat probably 10 or 11 different kind of fruits every day. 

13 I eat nuts, seeds, rice, beans and potatoes. That's what I 

14 eat. 

15 I juice in the morning my fruit. Every morning 

16 I've been doing this regiment for years that they're 

17 telling you about about ice trays. I fix a shake for 

18 20 days and I put 10 or 11 different kind of fruit in this, 

19 oranges, apple, bananas, grapes, strawberries, raspberries, 

20 

21 

just every kind of fruit. Pears. Apples. And I prepare 

20 days of it. I put walnuts, pecans, almonds in it. I 

22 juice it up and I eat those -- I eat those ice cubes every 

23 day. That's how I get my fruit, frozen. 

24 

25 

MR. LIROT: I'm going to apologize in advance. 

have one conference call I have to make on a case in 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Texas that should take no more than five minutes 

maximum. So can we go off the record? 

MR. GONZALEZ: I tell you what, unless you have 

some follow-up questions, I'm done. 

MR. LIROT: I don't have any questions at all. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. We're done. Thank you so 

much. 

THE WITNESS: You're welcome. 

10 STIPULATION 

11 It was stated by counsel that the exercise of 

12 reading and signing the transcript would be waived. 

13 

14 

15 (WHEREUPON, the taking of the deposition was 

16 concluded at 11:00 a.m.) 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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1 

2 

3 
STATE OF FLORIDA 

CERTIFICATE OF OATH 

4 COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH 

5 ************************* 

6 

7 

8 I, V. Liz Nieves, the undersigned Notary Public, 
State of Florida, certify that JOSEPH RICHARD REDNER, who 

9 is personally known to me, in the aforesaid proceedings 
appeared before me on and was duly sworn. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Signed this date; 12th day of December 

V. LIZ NIEVES, 
Court Reporter 
Notary Public, State of Florida 
Commission No. FF186474 
Expires 12/30/2018 
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1 

2 

3 

CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

4 STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH 

5 

6 I, V. LIZ NIEVES, Court Reporter, do hereby certify that I 
was authorized to and did stenographically report the 

7 deposition of JOSEPH RICHARD REDNER; that a review of the 
transcript was not requested; and that the foregoing 

8 transcript, pages 1 through 17, is a true record of my 
stenographic notes. 

9 
I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative, employee, or 

10 attorney, or counsel of any of the parties, nor am I a 
relative or employee of any of the parties attorney or 

11 counsel connected with the action, nor am I financially 
interested in the action. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

DATED this 15th day of December 2017. 

,/} / 

:'' I: ~;·:~:;~~ 
l 

V. LIZ NIEVES 
Registered Professional Reporter 
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Filing# 69370050 E-Filed 03/16/2018 11:35:58 AM 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CIVIL DIVISION 

JOSEPH REDNER, an individual, 

Plaintiff, 

v. Case No: 2017-CA-002403 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEAL TH, 

Defendant. 
_________________ / 

NOTICE OF FILING DEPOSITION TRANSCRIPT IN LIEU OF 
TESTIMONY FOR TRIAL 

COMES NOW the Plaintiff, JOSEPH REDNER, by and through the undersigned 

counsel, hereby gives notice of filing the following: 

DESCRIPTION 

A. Transcript of Deposition of Dr. Barry Gordon, taken on March 8, 2018, in lieu of 

testimony at trial scheduled for March 21, 2018. 

B. Transcript of Deposition of Courtney Coppola, taken on March 8, 2018, in lieu of 

testimony at trial scheduled for March 21, 2018. 

C. Transcript of Deposition of Joseph Redner, taken on March 8, 2018, in lieu of testimony 

at trial scheduled for March 21, 2018. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Luke Lirot 
Luke Lirot, Esquire 
Florida Bar Number 714836 
Luke Charles Lirot, P.A. 
2240 Belleair Road, Suite 190 
Clearwater, Florida 33764 
Telephone: (727) 536-2100 
Facsimile: (727) 536-2110 
Email: luke2@lirotlaw.com 
Alternate email addresses: 
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j immy@lirotlaw.com 
justinfrt:l irnt]a w .com 
Attorney for Plaintiff 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on March 16, 2018, a true and correct copy of the above and 

foregoing has been furnished in accordance with Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516 to 

Michael J. Williams, Esquire at michael.williams@flhealth.gov, to Amber Stoner, Esquire at 

amberstoner@shutts.com, to Jason Brent Gonzalez, Esquire at jasongonzalez@shutts.com, and 

to Amanda L. Derby-Carter, Esquire at Amanda.l.derby@gmail.com. 

ls/Luke Lirot 
Luke Lirot, Esquire 
Florida Bar Number 714836 
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Filing# 69370050 E-Filed 03/16/2018 11 :35:58 AM 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA, IN AND FOR LEON COUNTY 

JOSEPH REDNER, an individual, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. Civil Division: S 
CASE NO: 2017-CA-002403 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
an agency of the State of 
Florida, 

Defendant. 

********************************************************** 

DEPOSITION OF: DR. BARRY GORDON 

TAKEN: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

LOCATION: 

REPORTED BY: 

(Via Skype) 

PURSUANT TO NOTICE 
COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFF 

March 8, 2018 

8:36 A.M - 9:30 A.M. 

Shutts & Bowen, LLP 
Suite 300 
4301 West Boy Scout Boulevard 
Tampa, Florida 33607 

V. LIZ NIEVES 
Integra Reporting 
Registered Professional Reporter 

Notary Public 

Commission No. FF186474 

Expires: 12/30/2018 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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APPEARANCES: 

LUKE LIROT, ESQUIRE 
Luke Charles Lirot, P.A. 
2240 Belleair Road 
Suite 190 
Clearwater, Florida 33764 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

JASON BRENT GONZALEZ, ESQUIRE (via Skype) 
Shutts & Bowen, LLP 
215 South Monroe Street 
Suite 804 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Attorney for Defendant 

JOSEPH REDNER 
JEFF MARKS 
ADAM ELEND 
KYLE BURNS 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

MR. DELUCA: Dr. Gordon, raise your right hand. 

Do you swear or affirm that the testimony you're 

about to give will be the truth, the whole truth and 

nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

THE WITNESS: I do. 

6 DR. BARRY GORDON, 

7 the deponent herein, being duly sworn under oath by Patrick 

8 DeLuca, Notary Public State of Florida, was examined and 

9 testified as follows: 

10 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

11 BY MR. LIROT: 

12 Q. Good morning, sir. Please state your name and go 

13 ahead and spell it for the record, please? 

14 A. Good morning. Barry Gordon. B-a-r-r-y. 

15 G-o-r-d-o-n. 

16 Q. And Dr. Gordon, I would imagine that we recall 

17 taking your depositions before. 

18 For the record, I'm Luke Lirot. I represent 

19 Mr. Redner in the case against the Florida Department of 

20 Health and I guess we can go ahead and have everybody else 

21 make their appearances for the record. 

22 MR. GONZALEZ: This is Jason Gonzalez 

23 representing the Department of Health. 

24 MR. LIROT: 

25 Q. Doctor, since we've already taken your 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 deposition, I'm sure you remember the ground rules. We're 

2 going to ask you a number of questions that will be the 

3 equivalent of your testimony in court. In fact, this 

4 deposition is being taken in lieu of your courtroom 

5 testimony. And I will ask some questions. 

6 If there is anything I ask you that's unclear or 

7 is confusing, just ask me to restate the question, I'm 

8 happy to do so. I'll wait for you to finish your answer 

9 before I ask another question and you need to make sure 

10 that all your responses are verbal and if it's a yes or no 

11 question, please respond in yes or no answers, other than 

12 uh-huh or uh-uh since the court reporter doesn't really get 

13 that. I'm sure she would do a good job, but it makes the 

14 record much clearer if you give yes or no. 

15 Just to rehash your position, can you tell us 

16 again your relationship with Joseph Redner? 

17 A. Yes. Mr. Redner is my patient under the medical 

18 cannabis program here in Florida. 

19 Q. All right. And how long has Mr. Redner been your 

20 patient? 

21 A. Right over the past year. I believe I saw 

22 Mr. Redner back in November for the first time. 

23 Mr. Lirot, I'm sorry, I don't have the dates 

24 necessarily in front of me. But it's been in the past 

25 year. 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 

4 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

1001 

1 Q. Okay. And I believe we got most of that 

2 established in prior testimony. 

3 Just to lay a predicate for this question, the 

4 record is clear Mr. Redner is a recovering Stage 4 lung 

5 cancer patient and it's my understanding that as a vegan, 

6 he has a desire to consume his medical marijuana by juicing 

7 it or I think we've been rather verbose, by emulsifying the 

8 biomass of the cannabis plant. 

9 You would agree with that? 

10 

11 

A. 

Q. 

That's correct. 

All right. Now, at some point, there was a 

12 recommendation made by you to provide Mr. Redner with a 

13 certain amount or dosage of medical marijuana. 

14 Do you recall that issue coming up? 

15 

16 

17 

18 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

I do. 

All right. 

Yes, I do. 

And I believe we had previously discussed the 

19 options available through the statutes that allow you to 

20 ask for a modification of Mr. Redner's medical marijuana 

21 dosage. 

22 Do you remember those conversations? 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

I do. 

Did you, in fact, do some research or evaluate 

25 your options for availing yourself of the statutes that 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 allow you to request a change in the recommended dosage for 

2 Mr. Redner? 

3 A. Well, we did do the research, Mr. Lirot. It's 

4 interesting, to the extent that there's really not a lot of 

5 guidelines in other states, for example, that really have 

6 had to do delineate the process necessarily to the extent 

7 of the number of plants and other questions of that nature. 

8 And surely nothing that was easily available to the extent 

9 of it being found here in Florida. 

10 Q. Right. So did you ultimately -- and I'm really 

11 just asking more about the procedures available to you to 

12 request a change in dosage and I believe that you had 

13 discussed with us the elements of Section 381.986(4) (c)l of 

14 the Florida Statutes and the criteria that one might avail 

15 themselves of to request a change in dosage of medical 

16 marijuana for a specific 

17 

18 

19 

Q. 

A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Leading. 

You familiar with 381.986(4) (c)l? 

I am, Mr. Lirot. I apologize. I didn't quite 

20 understand the question originally. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. LIROT: Okay. I think he froze up on us. 

Can you hear me? We were doing so well. We're going 

to go off the record and try to get him back. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. 

(WHEREUPON, an off-the-record discussion was 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 held.) 

2 BY MR. LIROT: 

3 Q. Doctor, before we lost our connection, we were 

4 asking you about Section 381.986(4} (c}l, the exception 

5 request in the Florida Statutes and I was going to ask you 

6 did you look into that as a mechanism to make a request to 

7 change Mr. Redner's dosage and other aspects of the 

8 recommendation you gave him for medical marijuana? 

9 A. Right. Yeah. As I was saying, the best that we 

10 can tell -- the best way to do it was to put in the 

11 requested change through the notation within the registry 

12 itself. We did not find any form or otherwise that would 

13 have otherwise allowed us to do it. 

14 Q. So what was your experience from trying to see 

15 if, in fact, that option made available by the statutory 

16 section that I just referenced? Apparently it references a 

17 form created by the department? 

18 A. That form doesn't exist Mr. Lirot. At least 

19 surely to the best of my knowledge and I think in some 

20 ways, it's reflective of many aspects of working with the 

21 OMMU throughout this process. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Working with whom? 

The Office of Medical Marijuana Use. 

OMMU? 

OMMU. 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 Q. Okay. So based on the absence of your access to 

2 any form, is there a procedure you could follow to speak to 

3 anybody about the absence of that form or a way to try to 

4 find such a form? 

5 A. We do have contacts at the Office of Medical 

6 Marijuana Use and we surely attempt to follow process to 

7 the best that we can. We do suffer frustrations at the 

8 lack of the ability to solve things, quite frankly, that 

9 come up much more commonly than this circumstance. 

10 For example, there are issues with foreign 

11 nationals, Canadians most frequently, who still can't get 

12 into the registry because they don't have a Social Security 

13 number, even though the state law calls for the ability of 

14 snow birds to be in the program. We've notified them of 

15 that back in November and it's really never been addressed. 

16 So we have literally had to deny patients access over that. 

17 There is another issue with the registry that 

18 frustrates every physician in the state, which is the 

19 inability to provide more than two routes of administration 

20 of medical cannabis. So, for example, you can order an 

21 inhalation and an oral route, but should a patient want a 

22 topical or a suppository, another route of administration, 

23 you literally need to take out one of the inhalation or 

24 oral routes in order to allow the patient to have one of 

25 the others. 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 To the best that we know, this is not statutory 

2 or regulatory or by rules making, but simply a function of 

3 the way the registry was set up and quite frankly, should 

4 have been an easy fix long ago. 

5 There have been issues, of course, with the 

6 acquiring of the card and the number, in fact, from the 

7 state. That's been an aggravating process for a lot of 

8 patients. 

9 Q. You mentioned the frustration with the routes of 

10 administration. Where, if you know, do those limitations 

11 come from? 

12 A. To the best of our research, we believe it's 

13 simply a function of how the registry itself was set up 

14 with only two routes being allowed. To me, I believe it's 

15 a technological fix and surely not a rules making or 

16 statutory fix just to the extent of, once again, the 

17 research that we've done. 

18 But many patients want to try every route that 

19 they can to achieve the relief from the symptoms that they 

20 have. So to me, it's just another -- it's an example, to a 

21 certain extent, of the -- we're not sure if it's 

22 incompetence to a certain extent of the inability to fix 

23 these simple problems or frankly, some degree of 

24 obstructionism that continues to exist within the entire 

25 process. 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 Q. Is there a person or a website or some method of 

2 communication to allow you to speak with people in the 

3 Department of Health to address these issues? 

4 A. We have certain contacts that we have. Emily 

10 

5 Greenwood being one. Courtney Coppola being another. They 

6 would be the two most prominent names. 

7 For example, just yesterday the registry was down 

8 when I came into the office. Literally, the Office of 

9 Medical Marijuana Use was notified by myself and my office 

10 that there were registry problems. Ms. Greenwood did get 

11 back to me and you know, the registry ultimately was 

12 brought back up. 

13 So to say that there's no contact with the Office 

14 of Marijuana Use would not be fair. But to the extent of 

15 saying that there's a continued dialogue toward positivity, 

16 toward patient access and solving some of these problems 

17 has been a very frustrating process for at least this 

18 medical cannabis provider and surely, many patients. 

19 Q. Now, the individual that you mentioned that you 

20 email is that something that people in your position or 

21 people with concerns over the technological use of the 

22 registry are directed to or is that simply based on your 

23 relationship or affiliations with these people that you've 

24 developed while you've been working in this particular 

25 area? 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 A. 

11 

It would be based on us reaching out to make sure 

2 that the appropriate parties know the issues that we face 

3 on a day-to-day basis. There is surely a frustration to 

4 the extent that Mr. Bax, who is of course the -- you know, 

5 the head of the Office of Medical Marijuana Use, I have not 

6 had the opportunity to personally meet. Surely would enjoy 

7 doing so and we have reached out to that extent, to the 

8 extent of letting everybody know who would listen that we 

9 feel we have absolute knowledge about the process that they 

10 would want to know if they would be interested in knowing 

11 the frustrations of the patients and physicians. 

12 Q. Is there any other concerns that you have with 

13 the process that you'd like to articulate today? 

14 A. It's frustrating to me that the Office of Medical 

15 Marijuana Use literally over the 13 months that my clinic 

16 has been opened has never reached out in any way on an 

17 advocacy position to the extent of physician education, 

18 patient education, patient advocacy. It's been interesting 

19 to me that it almost seems to be a process at this point 

20 that, as I said, continues to be dictated by --

21 

22 Q. 

THE COURT REPORTER: I'm sorry, dictated by? 

You broke up there. Can you pick it up after 

23 "dictated by"? 

24 A. Yeah. It just seems that it's a process dictated 

25 by attempting to impede education and access towards 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 physicians and patients. I think one fantastic example is 

2 literally the two-hour course that physicians are now 

3 required to take to become a certified medical cannabis 

4 provider. The course literally doesn't even mention the 

12 

5 endocannabinoid system or any of the science behind medical 

6 cannabis business. Whereas, the eight-hour course was a 

7 much better course. At least it contained some of the 

8 science and some of the teaching behind medical cannabis. 

9 So it's just interesting that to me the 

10 governmental institution that's supposed to be promoting 

11 the -- or implementing the program has really had no, in my 

12 opinion, degree of advocacy or education toward physicians 

13 or patients. 

14 Q. All right. Have any of these issues created any 

15 actual concerns or in your opinion, any detrimental impact 

16 on any patients that you're caring for? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Mr. Lirot, I just want to put in 

an objection. I'm going to continue to make this one, 

that none of this is relevant to -- since we're --

you're taking this deposition testimony to present as 

you're direct examination at the trial. None of what 

you've asked about today is relevant to the relief 

you're requesting in the complaint as I'm looking at 

it right now. 

These aren't issues in this case. 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 

2 

3 

to object to the relevance. But you can ask -- I'll 

let you ask and we'll just continue to object. 

MR. LIROT: Fair enough. 

13 

4 BY MR. LIROT: 

5 

6 

7 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

You remember the question, Doctor? 

Can you ask again? I would appreciate it, Luke. 

I was going to ask you if any of the concerns 

8 that you've had that you already articulated with the 

9 process has resulted in any adverse impact to any of your 

10 patients? 

11 

12 A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Sarne objection. 

Oh, without question. Without question. We've 

13 had patients drop out of the program over their frustration 

14 with dealing with the state process waiting for their card. 

15 We've had patients pass away during the process of waiting 

16 for their access. That's without question, sure. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Q. I know that we had a copy of a letter --

MR. LIROT: And Jason, I believe I sent this to 

you before. This is the it's a request signed by 

Dr. Gordon under Section 381.986(4) (c)l. This was the 

21 exception request that he had provided to us. 

22 BY MR. LIROT: 

23 Q. And, Doctor, I know -- I guess I can show this to 

24 you. Can you tell us under what circumstances you created 

25 this document? 
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1 A. 

14 

Well, I created the document in an attempt to put 

2 together the proper means within our interpretation of what 

3 the state would be looking for if, in fact, the form that 

4 was supposed to be there existed. So I think it's just an 

5 example of, in many aspects, of the program right now, 

6 doctors attempting to do the right thing based upon the 

7 interpretation of the law under which we operate while 

8 certain rules making processes are undergoing. 

9 MR. LIROT: All right. I'm going to go ahead and 

10 attach this as Exhibit 1 to the deposition. 

11 (WHEREUPON, the exhibit was so marked by the 

12 Court Reporter.) 

13 BY MR. LIROT: 

14 Q. Now, since there was no form to utilize to submit 

15 to the department of the document that we just identified, 

16 what was the method that you used? And I will show you 

17 this document, which is a screenshot of the compassionate 

18 use registry form that you fill out or mechanism that you 

19 use to make a recommendation for a particular route of 

20 administration or amount of medical marijuana for a 

21 specific patient. You recognize this document? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. Yes, sir. All right. 

MR. LIROT: Jason, we had sent this document to 

you as well. This was a screenshot and it basically 

has the information that was on the other Exhibit 
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1 No. 1, but utilizing a different mechanism. 

2 BY MR. LIROT: 

3 Q. Doctor, if you could, explain to us what that 

4 document represents and why you utilized that document and 

5 for what purpose? 

6 

7 

A. Right. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objection. 

8 A. The registry offers essentially four routes of 

9 ordering. There is the section for low THC product or 

10 ostensibly, the CBD medical cannabis that you can order 

11 Q. Doctor, I'm going to -- I have to -- you froze 

15 

12 up -- Doctor, I'm sorry to interrupt, but we have to take 

13 that one from the top because you broke up and froze on our 

14 end. 

15 A. The registry itself has four locations where you 

16 can put in orders. Two under the low THC section, 

17 ostensibly the CBD and other cannabinoids section and then 

18 the higher THC section or medical marijuana section. Each 

19 allow two routes of administration. So that would be four 

20 total areas. 

21 Under each of the high and low THC ordering 

22 sections, is a box where you can put a note. The box is 

23 very important because, of course, we're not allowed to 

24 prescribe medical cannabis, of course, under the federal 

25 Schedule I designation. So the process is a 
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1 recommendation. 

2 So we utilize that box typically to make the 

3 notation exactly that, that it's not a dose but a 

4 recommendation and to start low and go slow, there is a 

5 typical note that we put in the box. 

6 However, in Joe's case, it seemed to be very 

7 appropriate because under the oral section and, of course, 

8 juicing being an oral route of administration, my feeling 

9 was that I did not need to change the route of the 

10 administration, but just the recommendation that I was 

11 making towards how he could use it. 

12 

13 

Q. 

A. 

All right. 

So to our interpretation, that was the best way 

14 of notifying the Office of Medical Marijuana Use of the 

15 change in Joe's regiment. When we make other changes to 

16 the patient's regiment, be it routes of administration --

17 so for example if somebody wants a topical, right, so I 

18 have them in for inhalation and oral, I literally have to 

19 go into the registry, take out the inhalation and the oral 

20 and put in the topical. Right? So we're supposed to be 

21 notifying the Office of Medical Marijuana Use of all types 

22 of changes in dosing and routes of administration. 

23 Our feeling about that is by putting that 

16 

24 directly into the registry, that's the appropriate means of 

25 notification. We don't believe there's another process 
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1 place to send it to, address, email address that makes us 

2 require any other changes, other than that. 

3 So my interpretation was, frankly, since there 

4 wasn't a change in the oral route because juicing once 

5 again is still ingestion and oral, that we could utilize 

6 that note box to appropriately note the different process 

7 that Joe would go through. 

8 Q. All right. So you basically used this method of 

9 notifying the department of your recommendation to 

10 Mr. Redner because the form under 381.986(4) (c)l was 

11 unavailable? 

A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. 

That's right. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Leading and irrelevant to the 

claims in the case. 

17 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

MR. LIROT: All right. And then we had taken the 

excerpts. And Jason, these are the excerpts of the 

statute that I had emailed to you. We took those out 

19 as an excerpt. 

20 BY MR. LIROT: 

21 Q. And, Doctor, I had sent you a copy of this. 

22 These are the excerpts of 381.986(4) (c)l. Do you recognize 

23 that? 

24 

25 

A. Yes. 

MR. LIROT: I'm going to attach this as Exhibit 
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1 

18 

No. 2. And I sent you a copy of this one this morning 

2 as well, Jason and I'm going to attach your 

3 recommendation as Exhibit No. 3 to the deposition. 

4 (WHEREUPON, the exhibit was so marked by the 

5 Court Reporter.) 

6 BY MR. LIROT: 

7 Q. Now, in your recommendation, can you track that 

8 for us for this record? Do you have that available to you? 

9 MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

10 

11 

A. 

Q. 

I do. 

All right. Why don't you just get on the record 

12 what your recommendation was and then we can explore how 

13 you came to determine that that recommendation would be 

14 appropriate for Mr. Redner? 

15 

16 

17 

A. 

A. 

Okay. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

If you give me a moment, I'll pull it up on my 

18 computer. If the registry is up. As you can see, it's a 

19 process that does not come easy. Let's see. I don't see 

20 the order. 

21 Here it is. Gentlemen, I do apologize. And it 

22 kicked me out. I got to go back. 

23 All right. Let's try it again. Route one for 

24 medical cannabis -- guys, it's going to be a minute. Let 

25 me get Patrick, my computer whiz, and he will find exactly 
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1 where it is. 

2 Let's see if it's under route two for medical 

3 cannabis. 

4 Q. Well, I tell you what, I've got a copy. We took 

5 a screenshot of it and rather than trouble him with that. 

6 A. Yup. I got it. The interesting thing to me, 

7 Luke, would be frankly, where it is. So I'll be honest 

8 with you, I don't tend to go back into the order zone 

9 unless I need to. So it's interesting to me. But I'm 

10 happy to take a look at what you got and then I'll figure 

11 out how it is that I can read where it is that I popped 

12 that in there. Go ahead. 

13 Q. Well, why don't you describe the mechanism that 

14 you used and where you put this information to inform the 

15 department? 

19 

16 A. Right. Well, you know, the mechanism essentially 

17 once again, there's the order note section. So under the 

18 order note section, we went ahead and we put in what I know 

19 that I sent you and I know I have it in front of me as 

20 well. 

21 And, essentially, it was a recommendation for the 

22 number of plants that it would take, you know, for Joe to 

23 achieve his goal of being able to juice the appropriate 

24 amount of biomass to get his daily dosage recommendation. 

25 Once again, not prescription. 
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1 Q. 

20 

All right. And why don't you go ahead and if you 

2 would, read into the record what your recommendation was so 

3 that we at least have that clear on the record? 

4 A. I rather read it directly out of the -- I'm right 

5 into the registry even as we speak, Luke. So if you be so 

6 kind, let me step out and have Patrick find exactly what 

7 line it is and I -- where is the expanded recommendation 

8 that because that's our standard. So where on earth is 

9 the expanded? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

MR. LIROT: Off the record. 

(WHEREUPON, an off-the-record discussion was 

held.) 

THE WITNESS: This is something that we've had 

many times happen with other orders in the registry. 

Literally, the orders will be dropped. And this 

happens when our patients will go up to the registry 

and they're expecting to have orders awaiting them and 

the MMTC will look up the orders and they won't be 

there. So the patient and the dispensary will 

literally call us and I'll have to go and put the 

21 orders back in. 

22 So the order does not exist in the registry as I 

23 look in it today, as I put it back in on that day. 

24 BY MR. LIROT: 

25 Q. All right. My understanding was you put this in 
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1 on February 9, 2018? 

2 

3 

A. That is absolutely 100 percent correct. I'm 

shocked that it's not there now. I'll be honest with you 

4 it's the first time that I have re-looked at it since that 

21 

5 time. But it doesn't surprise me to that extent because as 

6 I said, I'm shocked at it just because it's not there. But 

7 on the other hand, it's surely not something we don 1 t 

8 encounter. 

9 Q. Okay. Well, I have a copy of the screenshot 

10 order that you placed and the recommendation that you gave 

11 and since you're having difficulty finding it on the actual 

12 site, with Mr. Gonzalez's courtesies, I would just read 

13 this into the record since we already attached this as an 

14 exhibit. 

15 It says: "Note: This is a recommendation not a 

16 prescription. There is no scientific data regarding 

17 specific dosing. We're only providing you with a maximum 

18 dose per day. Start low and slowly increase your dose to 

19 avoid adverse reactions. Desired dosage and routes of 

20 administration: 2000 milligrams total cannabinoids 

21 daily-oral (raw juiced product) Suggested regimen of 

22 plants-8 live flowering plants, 16 live mature plants. 

23 Taking into account a possible 50 percent loss rate, a 

24 recommendation of 32 to 40 plants is reasonable. 

25 "Description of how the patient will benefit from 
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22 

1 increased amount: Juicing raw cannabis is one of the safest 

2 and most potent forms of medicating with the cannabis 

3 plant. In its raw form, the plant contains THC-A 

4 (tetrahydrocannabinolic-acid) and CBD-A (cannabidiolic 

5 acid) which are non-psychoactive. Only when 

6 decarboxylated, by heating, does THC-A turn into THC, which 

7 produces the psychoactive effects associated with cannabis. 

8 "Juicing raw cannabis has been found to be an 

9 optimal route of administration in the effort to prevent 

10 cancer. This exception is being requested pursuant to 

11 Florida statute 381.986(4) (c)l." 

12 Does that accurately state the recommendation 

13 that you put into the particular program? 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

the 

the 

of 

A. It does, Luke. And I'm so happy that you have 

screenshot. 

Q. Let me ask you this: How did you come up with 

amount that you recommended for Mr. Redner, the number 

plants, et cetera? 

A. Right. Very interesting --

Q. We have to -- your answer was broken up. Could 

21 you please begin your answer again. The answer was broken 

22 up. 

23 A. Sure, Luke. Yeah, it was a 

24 fantastically-interesting research project. I spoke with 

25 Dr. Zulak, amongst others, of course the other expert 
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23 

1 medical witness in the case. Has a lot of background, of 

2 course, in the home grow process in Maine, which is where 

3 he practices. Did a lot of reading from Dr. William 

4 Courtney, who is recognized as really perhaps the country's 

5 leading expert in the juicing of medical cannabis. And, 

6 you know, just once again, consultation with those that 

7 have had experience with it, such as Alex, one of our other 

8 expert witnesses as well. 

9 The process essentially is designed to make sure 

10 that you have a rotation of plants because, of course, 

11 there's a life cycle to the plant. The plants die. You 

12 also have to make a certain allowance for the fact that the 

13 reason that there's a, say, 32 plants in the vegetative 

14 phase is that you need to assume that there will be a 

15 50 percent loss rate from your vegetative plants. Some 

16 will turn to the male, you know, side of things and then 

17 those are taken away because you don't want the 

18 cross-pollination. 

19 So, it was basically and according to Dr. Zulak, 

20 very interestingly so, there really has not been a state 

21 that has required this level of determination, necessarily, 

22 on the number of plants from the medical side of things. So 

23 I felt it was very important to do the appropriate research 

24 to determine what would be best. 

25 So it was based upon the life cycle of the plant 
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1 and the expectation of what would provide Joe with the 

2 appropriate biomass that he needs. 

3 Q. Were the methods you used standard methods used 

4 by a doctor to come up with this kind of a determination? 

5 A. Will you repeat the question, Luke? I didn't 

6 hear you. I'm sorry. 

7 Q. I guess I'm just going to say is that the 

8 medically acceptable method of trying to come to some 

24 

9 determination of how to make a recommendation of this sort? 

10 

11 

12 

A. 

A. 

Yeah. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form. 

I think especially in a newly-emerging field, 

13 such as medical cannabis, you know, there's not a whole lot 

14 of documentation and research that's in the medical 

15 literature. So I think you reach out to those that have 

16 some degree of experience in the field and those that have 

17 been able to do it for a longer period of time. 

18 Q. All right. Have you had any other patients that 

19 you felt it would be appropriate to recommend juicing or 

20 that route of administration for their particular medical 

21 situation? 

22 A. Patients come in asking a lot of questions, of 

23 course, about juicing. The research is easily available to 

24 patients through very many sources in this day and age. 

25 And, of course, educated patients faced with a 
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25 

1 life-threatening circumstance, they're going to do the 

2 reading of the research. They're going to reach out for 

3 hope. They're going to reach out for the means that are 

4 available to give them every means that they can to beat 

5 their illness. 

6 When patients ask about the availability of a 

7 juiced product here in Florida, I tell them that at this 

8 particular point it's not available to them. But we surely 

9 do the teaching about the fascination of positivity that we 

10 see throughout the anecdotal medical literature and we give 

11 patients the hope that this route of administration will be 

12 available to them sometime in the near future. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

MR. LIROT: All right. Jason, with your 

indulgence, I'm going to go off the record for a 

minute and speak with Mr. Redner and see if there are 

any additional questions he would like me to ask 

before I present Dr. Gordon to you. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. 

19 (WHEREUPON, an off-the-record discussion was 

20 held.) 

21 BY MR. LIROT: 

22 Q. Doctor, in the interim, you did some additional 

23 review of your database for Mr. Redner with the department 

24 and I understand you did locate the recommendation. 

25 Why don't you go ahead and clarify that for the 
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1 record, if you would? 

2 A. Yeah, thank you. I would like to do so. Yeah, 

3 given a few more moments, I was able to get back into the 

4 registry and literally locate where the order is. It is in 

5 an expanded portion of that note box that I just hadn't 

6 gone back to. I do apologize. The order does exist and it 

7 was not -- it was not dropped by the OMMU. 

8 Q. Okay. One last question: Have you ever had any 

9 recommendation denied for any reason? 

A. No. 

MR. LIROT: All right. That's all the questions 

26 

10 

11 

12 I have for this morning. I'll let Mr. Gonzalez inquire. 

13 CROSS-EXAMINATION 

14 BY MR. GONZALEZ: 

15 Q. Dr. Gordon, describe for me what is your -- I 

16 understand your recommendation for the number of plants 

17 that he should be able to cultivate. What is your 

18 recommendation for how much marijuana you recommend that he 

19 juice and consume daily? 

20 A. Well, I think, you know, we spoke about it in the 

21 first deposition so I want to be consistent with that 

22 discussion. The discussion was of two moderate to large 

23 size buds per day with an associated number of leaf 

24 products as well. I believe just going back in memory, it 

25 was somewhere in the 15 leaves. But the bottom line is 
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1 getting into that 2000 grams of cannabinoids daily, right. 

2 So the objective would be to have that fresh material 

3 available daily to Joe because the material needs to be 

4 fresh right off of the plant. 

5 Q. Okay. In two buds and 15 leaves, approximately 

6 how many milligrams of cannabinoids would be rendered from 

7 juicing two buds and 15 leaves that you 1 re recommending? 

8 A. Right. Well, some of that, of course, depends 

9 upon the percentage of total cannabinoids within that 

10 particular cultivar of cannabis. But, generally, the goal 

11 would be to achieve that 2000 milligrams per day mark. 

12 Q. That's the goal. But I'm asking approximately 

13 how many milligrams of cannabinoids would you expect to be 

14 rendered from juicing two buds and 15 leaves? 

15 A. Well, I think once again, that just depends on 

16 the cultivar of the plant itself to the extent that each 

27 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

MR. GONZALEZ: Sounds like we lost you. Once the 

signal comes back, I'll have him start the answer over. 

MR. LIROT: We lost the connection. 

(WHEREUPON, an off-the-record discussion was 

held.) 

MR. LIROT: We will go back on the record and 

I'll present you to Mr. Gonzalez. 

24 BY MR. GONZALEZ: 

25 Q. The question was not what the goals are, but what 
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28 

1 do you understand to be the approximate number of 

2 milligrams of cannabinoids that would be rendered from 

3 juicing two buds and 15 leaves of raw cannabis? 

4 A. The answer would be, Mr. Gonzalez, that that 

5 depends upon the cultivar of the plant itself. Each 

6 individual plant is going to have a different percentage of 

7 the cannabinoids available and I think that points out in 

8 many ways Joe's desire to cultivate the cultivars that he 

9 desires because of exactly that. 

10 So I think to give you an exact answer as to what 

11 amount of milligrams would be rendered from each individual 

12 plant is, frankly, not possible. So I think, once again, 

13 the goal, in my view, is pretty much how it needs to be 

14 looked at because of the individuality of each individual 

15 cannabis cultivar. 

16 Q. And I didn't ask you for the exact number of 

17 milligrams. I asked for what do you think approximately 

18 would be rendered from juicing those? 

19 Is your answer that you don't know approximately 

20 how many grams would be rendered from juicing two buds and 

21 15 leaves? 

22 A. Well, I think, in general, you can look anywhere 

23 from a five percent on the low side up to a 25 percent of 

24 total weight volume of your buds and your leaves would be 

25 in cannabinoids. 
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1 But I think, quite frankly, without having a lab 

2 process each individual cultivar, that's a tough answer to 

3 get. But if you're looking for the percentages, I think 

4 you're looking at anywhere from -- you know, for example, 

5 if you look at, you know, the University of Mississippi 

6 product that the government uses for its research, that 

7 tends to have a 3.5 percent of THC per weight. 

8 Q. Again, I wasn't asking for percentages. Can you 

9 translate that into milligrams? 

10 A. You can. You can. And I think to that extent, 

11 the best estimate would be based upon the research that's 

12 been done by others that have been long-time juicers and 

13 cultivators, to the extent of accepting what the 

14 recommendations would be that would yield that 

15 2000 milligrams of daily cannabinoids that Joe would 

16 desire. 

17 And I think, once again, that exact number of 

18 milligrams is going to vary from plant to plant. 

29 

19 

20 

Q. 

an answer. 

Okay. And I'll move on because I haven't gotten 

I've asked it about three different ways, if 

21 you know, not the exact, but an approximate number of 

22 milligrams it would be rendered from juicing two buds and 

23 15 leaves and I haven't gotten an answer to that 

24 

25 

A. Well, I -

(Simultaneous speakers) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

MR. LIROT: Doctor, hold on a second. Let him 

finish what he's going to say. 

THE WITNESS: Sure. I apologize. 

MR. LIROT: If you can provide an answer to his 

5 question, I would invite you to do. 

6 BY MR. GONZALEZ: 

7 Q. If you have an answer to it, tell me now. If 

8 not, I'm going to move on to the next question. 

9 A. I'm going to give the answer 2000 milligrams of 

10 total cannabinoids per day. 

11 Q. Okay. So you think that you can render 

12 2000 milligrams of cannabinoids from two buds and 15 

13 leaves? 

14 A. With certain species of cultivars, I do believe 

15 that to be true. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. I don't have anything 

further. Thank you. 

MR. LIROT: All right. I don't have any 

additional questions. Thank you very much for your 

time today, Doctor. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

MR. LIROT: Based on the time frame we'll get 

this to you, would you like to read it and sign it or 

would you like to waive that right? 

THE WITNESS: I'll waive the right. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

MR. LIROT: Fair enough. Thank you very much. 

MR. REDNER: Thank you, Doctor. 

THE WITNESS: Have a good day. 

5 STIPULATION 

6 It was stated by counsel that the exercise of 

7 reading and signing the transcript would not be waived. 

8 

9 {WHEREUPON, the taking of the deposition was 

10 concluded at 9:30 a.m.) 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

State of 

County of 

Signature of Witness 

7 Printed Name of Witness 

8 

32 

CERTIFICATE OF OATH 

Date 

9 I HEREBY CERTIFY that I personally administered an oath 

10 for testimony in evidence at deposition held via VTC/Skype 

11 in the matter of Redner v. Florida Department of Health, 

12 Case No. 2017-CA-002403, in the Circuit Court of the Second 

13 Judicial Circuit, in and for Leon County, Florida, to 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

_____________ , who is personally known to me 

as identification. or 

25 (Seal) 

has produced 

Notary Public, State of 

Printed Name of Notary: ______________ _ 

My commission expires: 

My commission number is: 
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1 

2 

CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

3 STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH 

4 

5 

33 

I, V. LIZ NIEVES, Court Reporter, do hereby certify 
6 that I was authorized to and did stenographically report 

the deposition of DR. BARRY GORDON; that a review of the 
7 transcript was not requested; and that the foregoing 

transcript, pages 1 through 31, is a true record of my 
8 stenographic notes. 

9 I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative, 
employee, or attorney, or counsel of any of the parties, 

10 nor am I a relative or employee of any of the parties 
attorney or counsel connected with the action, nor am I 

11 financially interested in the action. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

DATED this 

V. LIZ NIEVES 
Registered Professional Reporter 
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Barry Gordon, MD 
425 Commercial Court, Ste C 

Venice, FL 34292 
{941 } 484-5451 

Fax: (941) 484-5453 

ES 381.986(4)(c)1 Exception Request 

Qualified Patient Name: Joseph R Redner 

Qualified Patient ID: P0009896 

Qualifying Patient Medical Condition: Cancer 

Current Dosage and Route(s} of Administration: 
Low-THC Cannabis - Oral I 200mg, Once Per Day 
Low-THC Cannabis - Inhalation / 200mg, Once Per Day 

Medical Cannabis - Oral I 200mg, Once Per Day 
Medical Cannabis - Inhalation 1200mg, Once Per Day 

Desired Dosage and Route(s) of Administration: 
2000mg Total Cannabinoids Daily - Oral {Raw Juiced Product) 
Suggested regimen of plants - 8 live flowering plants, 16 live mature plants. Taking into account 
a possible 50 percent loss rate, a recommendation of 32 to 40 plants ls reasonable. 

Description of how the patient will benefit from an increased amount: 
Juicing raw cannabis is one of the safest and most potent forms of medicating with the cannabis 
plant. In its raw form, the plant contains THC-A (tetrahydrocannabinolic-acid) and CBD-A 
(Cannabidiolic Acid) which are non-psychoactive. Only when decarboxylated, by heating, does 
THC-A turn into THC which produces the psychoactive effects associated with cannabis. Juicing 
raw cannabis has been found to be an optimal route of administration in the effort to prevent 
cancer 

This exception is being requested pursuant to F.S. 381.986(4)(c)1 by: 

Barry Gordon, M.D. 
FL License#: ME 124847 
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EXCERPTS FOR DR. BARRY GORDON- 3-8-18 

Article X, Section 29 (d)(l)(d), provides a mechanism for the DOH to address the amount of 
medical marijuana deemed to be an adequate supply for a qualifying patient: 

(d) DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT ... 

(1) Implementing Regulations ... 

d. A regulation that defines the amount of marijuana that could reasonably be 

presumed to be an adequate supply for qualifying patients' medical use, based on the 

best available evidence. This presumption as to quantity mav he overcome with 

evidence of a particular qualifving patient's appropriate medical use. 

Consistent with Article X, Section 29 (d)(l)(d), there is, now, an "administrative remedy" in Sec. 
381.986(4)(c), under "Physician Certification," that Mr. Redner wishes to "exhaust": 

( c) A qualified physician may not issue a physician certification for more than three 70-

day supply limits of marijuana. The department shall quantify by rule a daily dose 

amount with equivalent dose amounts for each allowable form of marijuana dispensed 

by a medical marijuana treatment center. The department shall use the daily dose 

amount to calculate a 70-day supply. 

1. A qualified pl1ysician may request an exception to the daily dose amount limit. The 

request shall be made electronically 011 a form adopted hv the departme11t in rule and 

must include, at a minimum: 

a. The qualified patient's qualifying medical condition. 

b. The dosage and route of administration that was insufficient to provide relief to the 

qualified patient. 

c. A description of how the patient will benefit from an increased amount. 

d. The minimum daily dose amount of marijuana that would be sufficient for the 

treatment of the qualified patient's qualifying medical condition. 

2. A qualified physician must provide the qualified patient's records upon the request of 

the department. 

3. The department shall approve or disapprove the request within 14 days after receipt 

of the complete documentation required by this paragraph. The request shall be deemed 

approved if the department fails to act within this time period. 

I 
I 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

MS. MILTON: Can you raise your right hand, 

please? 

Do you swear that the testimony you're about to 

give in this matter is the truth, the whole truth and 

nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

THE WITNESS: I do. 

7 COURTNEY COPPOLA, 

8 the deponent herein, being duly sworn under oath by Belinda 

9 Milton, Notary Public State of Florida, was examined and 

10 testified as follows: 

11 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

12 BY MR. LIROT: 

13 Q. Good morning. Can you go ahead and state your 

14 name and spell your name for the record? 

15 A. My name is Courtney Coppola. C-o-u-r-t-n-e-y. 

16 C-o-p-p-o-1-a. 

17 Q. And for appearances, Ms. Coppola, my name is Luke 

18 Lirot. I represent Joseph Redner in this case against the 

19 Department of Health and I'll let my colleagues get their 

20 appearances on the record. 

21 MR. GONZALEZ: Jason Gonzalez for the Department 

22 of Health. 

23 BY MR. LIROT: 

24 Q. Ms. Coppola, have you ever had your deposition 

25 taken before? 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 

2 

A. 

Q. 

Yes, sir. 

All right. And can you tell me under what 

3 circumstances that occurred? 

4 

5 

6 

A. 

Q. 

rules. 

A previous lawsuit for the department. 

Okay. So you're familiar with the general ground 

I'm going to ask you a series of questions. In 

7 this instance, it's going to be the equivalent of courtroom 

8 testimony. If any question that I ask you is unclear or 

9 confusing, please ask me to restate it and I'll be happy to 

10 do so. 

11 I'll try to let you finish your answer before I 

12 ask my next question, so that we can keep a nice clear 

13 record and not make it too hard on the court reporter. 

14 And it's important that all of your responses be 

15 verbal yes or no, as opposed to uh-huh or uh-uh. 

16 And the last question I'd ask before we start, is 

17 there any issue whatsoever that would interfere with your 

18 ability to understand my questions or testify today in this 

19 particular matter? 

A. No, sir. 

4 

20 

21 

22 

23 

MR. GONZALEZ: And I'm having her sign the notary 

page right now to give to our notary. 

MR. LIROT: Excellent. Thank you, sir. 

24 BY MR. LIROT: 

25 Q. Ms. Coppola, I'm going to begin by just asking 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 you some general background issues. I haven't had the 

2 pleasure to meet you, so if you could, would you summarize 

3 your educational background for us this morning? 

4 A. Sure. I received my undergraduate degree and a 

5 master's degree from Florida State University. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

11 degrees? 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

Okay. And what was your undergraduate degree in? 

Political science. 

And the master's? 

Applied American politics and political science. 

Okay. And what years did you attain those 

2012 and '13. 

Okay. And what type of employment did you have 

14 after you -- or I guess I'll say, I'm sure you were 

15 employed at certain periods. What's your employment 

16 history, if you would? 

17 

18 

A. 

Health. 

I currently work for the Florida Department of 

Prior to that, I worked for the Office of Fiscal 

19 Accountability and Regulatory Reform. Prior to that, I was 

20 a gubernatorial fellow. And I'm not quite sure how far 

21 back you would like me to go. 

22 Q. I won't go any further back than that. The 

23 gubernatorial fellow, what did that involve? I'm not 

24 familiar with that particular endeavor. 

25 A. It's a program here in the State of Florida. A 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 gubernatorial fellow, you're a fellow of the executive 

2 office of the governor. It's like an elevated internship 

3 experience for a graduate and like law students. 

4 

5 

Q. 

A. 

Is it a paid position or is it without pay? 

You are assigned to an agency that you work at 

6 for a year and it is paid. 

7 Q. Okay. And you might have already said this, what 

8 agency were you assigned to? 

9 A. Department of Business and Professional 

10 Regulation. 

11 Q. Okay. And what were your responsibilities while 

12 you were handling that position? 

13 A. I just shadowed different offices within the 

14 department. And just kind of learning generally how that 

15 agency conducts its business. 

16 Q. Okay. And can I assume this was under the status 

17 of Governor Scott, while Governor Scott was in office? 

18 

19 

20 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

That is correct. 

Okay. And then after that, what did you do? 

I worked in the office of Fiscal Accountability 

21 and Regulatory Reform. 

22 Q. 

23 position? 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

And what were your responsibilities in that 

I reviewed executive agency rules. 

Okay. And what type of executive agencies, if 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 you will? 

2 A. The Department of Health. The Department of 

3 Business and Professional Regulation. The Department of 

4 Environmental Protection. 

5 

6 

7 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Okay. 

Executive agencies. 

All right. And for what purpose did you review 

8 these rules? 

9 A. For the office Fiscal Accountability and 

10 Regulatory Reform pursuant to Executive Order 0111. 

11 Q. Okay. I think I'm making it more complicated 

12 than it needs to be. What exactly was your responsibility 

13 in reviewing these various rules? 

14 A. To determine that the rule complies with the 

15 statutory direction and does not create duplicative or more 

16 burdens on whoever the rule would impact. 

17 Q. Okay. And was that your responsibility alone or 

18 did you work with a team of other people? What was the 

19 environment in which you dispatched those responsibilities? 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

I was an analyst. 

Okay. So were there a team of analysts? If you 

22 could explain the process to me, I would appreciate that. 

23 A. Sure. Executive agencies submit all of their 

24 rule making on OFAR notification forms and so I would 

25 review the initial submissions and complete my review of 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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8 

1 those. I was the only analyst, I was the only person doing 

2 that role. And then provide my findings to my supervisor. 

3 

4 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. And how long were you in that position? 

I don't recall the specific dates. But I believe 

5 just over a year. 

6 

7 

8 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. Just best estimate is fine for today. 

And then, what position did you hold next? 

I worked at the Florida Department of Health, 

9 then Office of Compassionate Use as a statewide 

10 coordinator. 

11 

12 

Q. 

A. 

Is that your position today? 

No. I am the deputy director of the Office of 

13 Medical Marijuana Use. 

14 Q. Okay. Let's go back to the prior position. What 

15 were your responsibilities and when did you attain that 

16 position? 

17 A. September 15th of 2015, as a statewide 

18 coordinator, I assisted in coordinating the reviewers of 

19 the 2015 application cycle for dispensing organizations; 

20 helped schedule facility inspections of the approved 

21 dispensing organizations; facilitated our, you know, 

22 website and patient communication, providing information 

23 about our program. 

24 Q. All right. And that was prior to the adoption of 

25 Amendment 2? 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 

2 

A. 

Q. 

That was in 2015. 

Okay. And can you tell me a little bit about how 

3 you would go through your day and what you would do to 

4 fulfill those responsibilities? 

5 A. I would show up to work at about 8 or 8:30 a.m. 

6 I would login and monitor my email routinely; answer any 

7 phone calls from patients or interested stakeholders; work 

8 with approved dispensing organizations to ensure that I 

9 scheduled inspections timely and in compliance with the 

10 law; prepared inspection checklists for those inspections. 

11 

12 

Q. Okay. It sounds like you had a pretty broad area 

of responsibility. If you could, could you explain to me 

13 back then, what the structure was? 

14 I'm going to try to ask this question clearly. 

15 It sounds like there is a lot of different areas of 

16 responsibility. What kind of team or what kind of 

17 framework existed with the Department of Health to complete 

18 all of the tasks that you described? Did you have to do it 

19 by yourself? Or did you have other people that you were 

20 working with? If you can recall, try to lay that out for 

21 me. 

22 A. I had a supervisor, the Director, Christian Bax 

23 and that's it. 

24 

25 

Q. 

A. 

So just the two of you? 

For the most part. There was one or two other 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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10 

1 staff members that would be added to the team that would 

2 assist us like an assistant. 

3 Q. Tell me a little bit about that. How often? How 

4 many? When would an assignment of an assistant take place 

5 and under what circumstances? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

MR. GONZALEZ: And I object for the record that 

this doesn't seem to be relevant or reasonably 

calculated to lead to discovery of admissible evidence 

on any of the things that are subject to your claim, 

your complaint in this case about Mr. Redner's claim 

that he has a right to home grow. 

So I'm going to put that objection in. I'm going 

to repeat the objection in future questions that you 

ask. I'll just say making the same objection. 

MR. LIROT: I'm not going to argue with that. 

But, candidly, she's identified as a witness and was 

actually the person that apparently was responsible 

for the answers to the discovery that we propounded 

and I think I'd certainly be entitled to some general 

questions about her background, training and 

expertise. But, obviously, your objection is noted 

22 for the record. 

23 BY MR. LIROT: 

24 Q. The position that you hold now, what specific 

25 training have you received to be in that particular 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 position? You're the assistant director? 

2 A. I'm the deputy director. 

3 Q. Okay. Forgive me. And what are your 

4 responsibilities as deputy director? 

5 A. As deputy director, I help facilitate the 

6 operation side of the Office of Medical Marijuana Use to 

7 include the medical marijuana use registry, rule making, 

8 our communications to our interested parties and 

11 

9 stakeholders and like general office operations like travel 

10 and equipment. 

11 Q. Can you tell me what process was used for you 

12 attaining your current position? 

13 A. The office was renamed and restructured pursuant 

14 to Senate Bill 8A in 2016. 

15 Q. Okay. And was there a review process, an 

16 application process? Were there a number of candidates? 

17 How did you get your particular job? 

18 

19 A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objection. 

The Department, pursuant to Senate Bill 8A, 

20 developed a new structure when we changed from the Office 

21 of Compassionate Use to the Office of Medical Marijuana Use 

22 and our FTE's went from three FTE's to 55 pursuant to 

23 Senate Bill 8A. 

24 Q. I don't know what an FTE is. Could you explain 

25 that to me? 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 

2 

A. 

Q. 

Full-time employee. 

Okay. I apologize. So I take it you have 55 

12 

3 full-time employees now working? 

4 

5 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

Okay. Tell me a little bit about the structure 

6 of your particular office. How many people work with you? 

7 What their responsibilities might be? Doesn't have to be 

8 incredibly in depth. Just a general understanding of how 

9 the office functions. 

10 A. There are currently 27 full-time employees 

11 pursuant to Senate Bill 8A. They include myself, a 

12 compliance and licensing manager, a field manager that 

13 schedules inspections, a licensing manager that handles 

14 application amendments and background screenings of 

15 approved MMTC's. 

16 We have a regulatory compliance manager, who 

17 helps me facilitate the rulemaking and public meetings and 

18 notices. We have a public communications manager that 

19 helps facilitate our communications on our website and on 

20 our weekly updates that are posted on our website. We have 

21 support staff that helps answer the phones, things like 

22 that. 

23 Q. Okay. And are all those folks located in 

24 Tallahassee? 

25 A. No. 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 

2 

Q. 

A. 

3 County. 

Where are they distributed throughout the state? 

We have some in Tallahassee and some in Alachua 

Anyplace else? 

13 

4 

5 

Q. 

A. We are currently advertising and hiring for other 

6 field positions for inspectors, but none have completed the 

7 hiring process yet. 

8 Q. Are you the supervisor of all those positions 

9 that you just described? 

10 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

No. 

Can you tell me who is? 

As deputy director, I oversee the medical 

13 marijuana use registry, the public health communications 

14 rule making and operations. 

15 Q. Okay. Who supervises all of the other positions 

16 that you just described? 

17 A. Our compliance and licensing manager currently 

18 handles field and licensing of approved MMTC's. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

And who is that person? 

Benjamin Melnick. 

And how long has he been in that position? 

October of last year. 

Now, I'm going to assume that you have had some 

24 familiarity with Amendment 2 or Article X Section 29 and I 

25 had sent Mr. Gonzalez a copy of that. Do you have that 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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14 

1 available to you this morning? 

A. I do not have a copy in front of me. 2 

3 Q. I believe your office made some copies for you if 

4 you want to go ahead and grab that. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

MR. GONZALEZ: Tell me again which one we're 

looking for? 

MR. LIROT: Just the one that says Florida 

Constitution Article X Section 29. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Here it is. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

MR. LIROT: Although we got in the record a 

number of times, I'm going to go ahead and have this 

13 entered as No. 1 to this deposition. 

14 (WHEREUPON, the exhibit was so marked by the 

15 Court Reporter.) 

16 BY MR. LIROT: 

17 Q. Ms. Coppola, I take it you've had the opportunity 

18 to review Amendment 2? 

19 

20 

A. 

Q. 

I have read Amendment 2 before, yes. 

And as I understand it, you're responsible to 

21 implement Amendment 2 in dispatching your responsibilities; 

22 would you agree with that? 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form of the 

question. 

Q. Did you understand my question? 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 A. The Office of Medical Marijuana Use receives its 

2 authority from Article X Section 29, as well as other 

3 Florida Statutes, most notably being 381.986. 

15 

4 Q. So as we understand it, you look to both of those 

5 areas, I guess, of the constitutional amendment and the 

6 statutes to dispatch your responsibilities, if you will? 

7 

8 A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form. 

Our authority comes from both of those -- both 

9 the law and the constitutional amendment, yes. 

10 Q. Your answer was better than my question, but 

11 that's exactly what I was asking. 

12 So in familiarizing yourself with -- I'm just 

13 going to refer to it as Amendment 2, if that's acceptable. 

14 You're obviously familiar with all of the definitions that 

15 are contained in the particular constitutional amendment, 

16 yes? 

17 A. I think the definitions in the amendment speak 

18 for themselves. But yes, I'm aware of the words that are 

19 defined. 

20 Q. Okay. And you're aware that marijuana is 

21 basically defined and I'll just quote it, it says, "Has the 

22 meaning given cannabis in Section 893.02(3), Florida 

23 Statutes 2014." You obviously would agree that speaks for 

24 itself, yes? 

25 MR. GONZALEZ: And asked and answered, yes, it 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
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1 

2 

3 

speaks for itself. And to the extent it asks for any 

legal conclusions, we object to that as well. 

MR. LIROT: All right. Well, I'm not asking for 

4 any legal conclusions, just how she implements these 

5 particular different documents in doing her job. 

6 BY MR. LIROT: 

16 

7 Q. Go ahead, if you will. I've given Mr. Gonzalez a 

8 copy of 893.02, the definition section from the Florida 

9 Statutes that's referenced in Amendment 2. And if you look 

10 down at number three, there's the definition for cannabis 

11 and obviously you'll agree with me that speaks for itself? 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

This is the definition, yes. 

Okay. So as we've asserted, cannabis means: 

14 "All parts of any plant of the genus Cannabis, whether 

15 growing or not; the seeds thereof; the resin extracted from 

16 any part of the plant; and every compound, manufacture, 

17 salt, derivative, mixture or preparation of the plant or 

18 its seeds or resin," et cetera, et cetera. 

19 You certainly would agree with me that Amendment 

20 2 refers to its definition in the medical marijuana 

21 constitutional amendment of cannabis as defined that I've 

22 just read? 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form of the 

question. She's already testified the Constitution 

and the statutes speak for themselves. There's 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

17 

nothing that this witness can say that will in any way 

change what the text of the Constitution or the 

statute says. So it doesn't -- it's irrelevant as to 

her opinion as to whether or not these things are 

actually in the Constitution or the statute. 

So to the extent you're asking for her to give a 

legal opinion or testify with a legal conclusion, we 

object to that. But I'll let her answer however she 

wants to answer. 

MR. LIROT: Okay. I'm not going to ask any legal 

opinions. I'm going to go ahead and have this excerpt 

12 from the Florida Statutes attached to this deposition 

13 as Exhibit No. 2. 

14 (WHEREUPON, the exhibit was so marked by the 

15 Court Reporter.) 

16 BY MR. LIROT: 

17 Q. So, in dealing with your responsibilities, can 

18 you explain the process that the Department of Health uses 

19 to adopt rules to implement Amendment 2? 

20 A. The department uses a collaborative process to 

21 review our statutory mandates and our constitutional 

22 mandates and develops a plan to meet the requirements of 

23 the department. 

24 

25 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. How does that happen? 

The department --

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

1050 

1 MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form. 

2 BY MR. LIROT: 

3 Q. Okay. Let me perhaps do that in a more 

4 articulate fashion. What methods are used to accomplish 

5 the processes that you've just described? 

18 

6 A. The program reviews the mandates, so the required 

7 regulation or rulemaking from all of the places that 

8 receive its authority. So in this case, Article X Section 

9 29 381.986. We review what is mandated from the department 

10 to develop rules or regulations on the requirements and 

11 parameters of those -- the Article X Section 29 in the 

12 statute. 

13 The program will develop a regulation to meet 

14 those requirements and then we route it through the 

15 department process as it relates to rulemaking. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Q. Okay. Who is involved in that process? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form as overbroad. 

But she can answer to the best of her ability. 

A. There are many people who are involved in 

20 rulemaking at the department. The program will draft any 

21 proposed rule or regulation and then of course, we work 

22 with leadership in our program, attorney and, you know, 

23 collaborate on the best version of that rule or regulation. 

24 Q. Let me ask it this way: Is there a specific 

25 sequence of events that would occur in the adoption of 
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1 these rules? Does it start, say, from a draftsman or 

2 research assistant? And, obviously, I'm not going to ask 

3 you to tell me anything about any conversations you've had 

4 with counsel. But is there a specific process where it 

5 would start, who reviews it and how it ultimately gets to 

6 be adopted as a rule related to these issues with the 

7 Department of Health? 

8 A. Generally, the program drafts the rule and works 

9 with program counsel to ensure that all of the statutory 

10 mandates are met and the authority is not exceeded. And 

11 then that is published either on our website or in the 

12 Florida administrative register or code, depending on what 

13 stage of the rulemaking you're in. 

14 Q. Would that be one person beginning this process 

15 or a number of people? I'm just -- I'm just trying to 

19 

16 figure out how many people participate in the process, what 

17 their responsibilities are and if it's the same sequence of 

18 events for all of the different components of the rules as 

19 they exist today? 

20 

21 

22 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objection as overbroad. You 

can answer to the best of your knowledge. 

A. No. Each rule, depending on the subject, 

23 requires input 

24 Q. You broke up in that answer and I really 

25 apologize. Can you restate it? There was a glitch in the 
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1 audio. 

2 A. Each rule, depending on the subject of the rule, 

3 requires different, you know, parts involvement. So, for 

4 example, a rule on environmental health would require 

5 environmental health staff. A rule on the Office of 

6 Medical Marijuana Use would require staff from our office 

7 and other parts of the department. 

8 Q. All of my questions -- just to delineate, all of 

20 

9 my questions are dealing with the rules adopted for medical 

10 marijuana use. I'm not going afield of that particular 

11 specific issue. 

12 So is 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Just for the record, we still 

object to this being irrelevant since this case does 

not have a claim to try to compel rulemaking or 

anything like that. 

I mean, I've got your complaint right in front of 

me and it's about asking the court for a ruling 

establishing that Mr. Redner has a right to grow his 

own marijuana for medical purposes. 

keep objecting to this as irrelevant. 

So that's why I 

But I'll let her answer to the best of her 

knowledge. You haven't actually finished your or 

gotten to the question, but I just wanted to make that 

objection as you describe the category of questions 
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1 you're going to ask. 

2 BY MR. LIROT: 

3 Q. Well, is there a rule that prohibits Mr. Redner 

4 from growing his own medical marijuana if he's received a 

5 recommendation from his doctor that that would 

6 

7 Q. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Sorry. Go ahead. 

That that be the best way for him to consume 

8 medical marijuana for his specific medical condition? 

9 

10 

11 

12 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. It calls for a legal 

conclusion. 

Q. 

A. 

Do you understand my question? 

The Office of Medical Marijuana Use develops 

13 rules and regulations as required by Article X Section 29 

14 381.986. There is no mandate to create a rule for home 

15 grow as home grow is not contemplated in either place. 

21 

16 Q. When you say either place, what are you referring 

17 to? 

18 A. 381.986 or Amendment 2 Section 29 of the Florida 

19 Constitution. 

20 Q. What is it about Article X Section 29 that does 

21 not contemplate home grow? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. That definitely calls 

for a legal conclusion. 

MR. LIROT: Well, she just gave me that answer, 

so I would like her to explain it. 
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1 

2 

22 

THE WITNESS: Home grow is not defined. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objection. Calls for a legal 

3 conclusion. 

4 BY MR. LIROT: 

5 Q. Would you agree with me, in your interpretation 

6 of Article X Section 29, there's a series of immunities 

7 given to a qualifying patient? 

8 MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Calls for a legal 

9 conclusion. 

10 BY MR. LIROT: 

11 

12 

Q. Well, let me strike that question. 

Let me ask it this way: If you could, point out 

13 in Article X Section 29 any provision that prohibits home 

14 grow for a qualifying patient? 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to the form of the 

question. Calls for a legal conclusion. Calls for 

her to prove a negative and question is therefore, 

confusing, misleading, unintelligible. Again, calls 

for a legal conclusion. But she can answer to the 

best of her knowledge. 

A. I can't say all the places it doesn't appear. 

22 But I can say that it does not appear under 8(d) Duties of 

23 the Department. 

24 

25 

Q. Let me take a look at 8(d). 

MR. GONZALEZ: Again, just for the record, and 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

23 

maybe even to short circuit some of this, Mr. Lirot, 

this is a legal argument that has been made to the 

judge and will be made again, I'm sure, at trial. The 

testimony of any individual is not going to affect 

what the text of the Constitution allows. 

It's also an issue that you prevailed on with 

this judge, this trial court judge at the last 

hearing. So I know we're going to trial and unless 

her ruling on that changes, I don't even think you 

need to go any further with the Department employee on 

whether or not there's some legal right there with 

respect to Judge Gievers. Of course, that will be 

reviewed by another court, an Appellate Court later. 

I don't -- I'm struggling with why we need to 

I don't think you need to go any further with the 

department employee on the issue of whether or not it 

says there's immunity in Florida law for home grow. 

MR. LIROT: Well, obviously she's the 

representative of the department. And part of her job 

is to make sure the rules she adopts are consistent 

with Amendment 2. So I'm trying to explore the scope 

of that particular component of her job and I'm not -

candidly, you know our argument that there's nothing 

in Amendment 2 that prohibits home grow and I'm just 

asking if there's something that I missed or something 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

that the department looks to in the adoption of its 

rules that prohibit home grow, obviously under the 

proper circumstances of a doctor recommending it to 

someone with a sufficient medical condition. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. To the extent that's your 

question, I think it's asked and answered when she 

already said that the immunities provided in the 

Constitution do not include immunity for cultivation 

for a medical user. You can look at the provision in 

the law that says what a medical user has immunity 

from. It does not include cultivating as the MMTC's 

12 have it. 

13 To that extent, it's asked and answered and 

14 again, it calls for a legal conclusion. 

15 BY MR. LIROT: 

16 Q. Okay. Well, I guess my question would be where 

24 

17 does it specifically prohibit that, as opposed to not using 

18 the term cultivation, which is the term obviously we can 

19 read this and that's the reason used for medical marijuana 

20 treatment centers? 

21 Where does it prohibit a qualifying patient from 

22 being able to possess a growing plant, which obviously our 

23 position that the definition incorporated into Amendment 2 

24 allows that, obviously allows a qualifying patient to 

25 possess their own growing plant? 
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1 

2 

3 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. But you can 

answer. 

A. Physician certification, as defined in 381.986, 

4 states that a certification from a qualified ordering 

5 physician includes low THC cannabis and medical marijuana 

6 products and delivery devices as dispensed by an approved 

7 medical marijuana treatment center. 

25 

8 Q. I understand the statute. Where does it say that 

9 in Amendment 2? Where does Amendment 2 provide that as a 

10 basis for the statute, if anywhere? 

11 A. 4(e) Legislation: "Nothing in this section shall 

12 limit the legislature from enacting laws consistent with 

13 this section." 

14 Q. All right. And what makes that rule consistent 

15 with Amendment 2? 

16 

17 

A. 

Q. 

It's not a rule. 

Okay. And I'm cautiously not asking this as a 

18 legal conclusion, but if in the dispatch of your 

19 responsibility, you had to give a hierarchy to Amendment 2 

20 and 381.986 of the Florida Statutes and your rules, how 

21 would you prioritize those different areas of regulation? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form. Calls for a 

legal conclusion as to the supremacy of the 

Constitution. 

Q. You understand my question? 
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1 

2 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. But I'm not a lawyer for the department. 

Okay. Well, in doing your job, how do you 

3 prioritize these, if at all? 

4 

5 A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objection. 

I draft regulations and rules that are in 

6 compliance with all of our mandates and authority. 

Q. Is one more important to you than others? 

26 

7 

8 

9 A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form and irrelevant. 

I draft and consider all requirements, 

10 definitions and authorities when drafting a rule. 

Q. Okay. And I think you've been described as 11 

12 someone with great experience in rulemaking. I think we 

13 read some articles that that was one of the basis upon 

14 which you attained your position. And I think you 

15 certainly have supported that with describing your prior 

16 experience. 

17 And I'm just asking you, as someone with great 

18 experience in rulemaking, whether you have any kind of 

19 prioritization that you use in formulating the rules for 

20 the Department of Health as it relates to medical 

21 marijuana? 

22 

23 A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objection. 

No. My duties, as my current position, is to 

24 make sure that the rules comply with all of the places of 

25 authority and duties and mandates. 
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1 Q. Okay. Well, I tell you what, just so we're 

2 clear, would you list those areas of authority and the 

3 mandates that you look to as the sources for your 

4 responsibilities? 

5 A. I do not have a copy of 381.986 in front of me, 

6 but there is Article X Section 29 of the Florida 

7 Constitution; 381.986, 381.987, 381.988. There are also 

8 there's different citation for lab standards and testing 

9 standards. There's a different provision for education 

10 campaigns, for Moffitt research. Anything contemplated in 

11 Senate Bill BA. Any of the statutes it references in 

12 Article X Section 29 of the Florida Constitution. 

13 Q. Okay. And those are the authorization areas, if 

14 you will, that allow you to create the rules used by the 

15 Department of Health in dealing with medical marijuana. 

16 Tell me how the process works and if I've asked 

17 this before, I just want to try to figure out, how the 

18 rules that are in existence now came into place and some 

19 issues that apparently have not been completed by the 

20 department? As I understand --

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to being overbroad. 

Obviously the rulemaking process is lengthy. It is 

well defined in law. It involves numerous people, 

including the public. So I just object to it as 

overbroad. But she can answer as best she can. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

I don't know what you mean by issues. 

Well, no, I mean how does the process work? 

What process? 

The rulemaking process. You identified the 

5 sources upon which your rulemaking process takes place 

6 under. I'm just asking now that we've identified the 

7 sources of that authority, how is that authority 

8 implemented? 

9 A. I answered this question earlier in the 

10 deposition. It's a collaborative process that starts with 

11 a draft in the program. 

12 Q. Are there any deadlines or any schedules set as 

13 far as continuing the process? I know it's a lengthy 

28 

14 process, but is there ever any effort undertaken to create, 

15 let's say, some deadlines to finish certain things that may 

16 not have been implemented into the rules yet? Do you 

17 understand my question? 

18 

19 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

Let me try to ask it more clearly and I provided 

20 Mr. Gonzalez with a copy of 381.986 and then I pulled out 

21 an excerpt. I'm not going to go through the entire statute 

22 with you here, but if you have the excerpt for 

23 Ms. Coppola's deposition, the one-page document. 

24 If you look at that, I've excerpted out a portion 

25 of Article X Section 9 ( d) ( 1) ( d) which I think you already 
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29 

1 testified to as far as the Duties of the Department. And 

2 then below that, I've taken an excerpt of 381.986(4) (c) 

3 under the Physician Certification. 

4 And I just want to -- obviously this is an 

5 excerpt taken out of the overall statute. Are you familiar 

6 or would you care to familiarize yourself with these 

7 particular provisions on this document? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

MR. LIROT: I'll go ahead and have this attached 

as Exhibit No. 3 to the deposition. 

(WHEREUPON, the exhibit was so marked by the 

Court Reporter.) 

MR. GONZALEZ: We don't object to it being 

attached to the deposition, but, you know, object 

to -- object to anything you're going to ask that 

calls for legal conclusion and object to the document 

to the extent it calls out individual selectively 

calls out individual provisions of law and doesn't 

account for them altogether. It just seems like legal 

argument appropriate for the judge. 

MR. LIROT: Well, I hope I can ask some cogent 

21 questions that will get us out of that concern. 

22 BY MR. LIROT: 

23 Q. Now, Ms. Coppola, as I understand it, this is a 

24 procedure made available under Section 381.986(4) (c) where, 

25 just to use the language, "A qualified physician may not 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813} 868-5130 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

1062 

1 issue a physician certification for more than three 70-day 

2 supply limits of marijuana." And then it says, "The 

3 department shall quantify by rule a daily dose amount with 

4 equivalent dose amounts for each allowable form of 

5 marijuana dispensed by a medical marijuana treatment 

6 center. The department shall use the daily dose amount to 

7 calculate a 70-day supply." 

8 Do you know if that rule has been adopted, if 

9 there's been a rule that quantifies a daily dose amount of 

10 medical marijuana? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to relevance to the 

claims in the complaint and calls for a legal 

conclusion. But she can answer. 

30 

11 

12 

13 

14 A. The department will be conducting a rule workshop 

15 on March 12th and 13th related to proposed -- rule 

16 development 54.4015 dosing of low THC cannabis and medical 

17 marijuana as dispensed by approved medical marijuana 

18 treatment centers. 

19 

20 

21 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

So to use a colloquial term, that's in the works? 

Those are scheduled for the 12th and 13th. 

Okay. And would you agree with me that based on 

22 that answer, that there really is no process in place now 

23 and no form, as we sit here today, that addresses this 

24 particular component of 381.986? 

25 MR. GONZALEZ: Object. Calls for a legal 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

31 

conclusion. And irrelevant to the claims in the case. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Can you answer my question? 

No, I don't agree. 

Okay. Why would you not agree? 

With which part? 

What process -- if you don't agree, what process 

7 exists for a patient in Mr. Redner's position to have his 

8 physician provide that information to the registry so that 

9 he can consume medical marijuana in the route of 

10 administration deemed most appropriate for his medical 

11 condition? 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

MR. GONZALEZ: I object to the extent it calls 

for a legal conclusion and the question is based on 

facts not in the record, law that doesn't exist to the 

extent that this claim is based on a suggestion that 

there is immunity for home growing. 

So to that extent, given that there is no right 

to home grow, there is a faulty premise in the 

question and so we object on that basis. 

MR. LIROT: Okay. Well, let me rephrase the 

21 question. 

22 BY MR. LIROT: 

23 Q. If you look at (c) (1), it just says, "A qualified 

24 physician may request an exception to the daily dose amount 

25 limit." 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

1064 

1 Are you aware of any daily dose amount limits 

2 that have been adopted by the department? 

3 

4 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

Will that be one of the issues coming up on 

5 March 12th and 13th? 

6 A. The rulemaking workshop is organized to receive 

32 

7 public comment on the rules that the department is required 

8 to promulgate, one of which is setting that supply limit 

9 and the dose. 

10 Q. Okay. Will that be taking place in Tallahassee? 

11 I know that you've gone to different parts of the state to 

12 have those rulemaking workshops. Where would this occur? 

13 

14 

A. As noticed in the Florida administrative register 

and on our workshops our public meetings, excuse me, 

15 page on our website, the rule workshops are scheduled for 

16 March 12th in Miami and March 13th in Orlando. 

17 Q. Okay. And as I understand it, that's basically 

18 an opportunity for the public to comment on any number of 

19 issues. What is the process, if you will? How does it 

20 work -- let me ask it this way: What does the department 

21 do with the input they obtain at these workshops? 

22 

23 

24 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form. And 

irrelevant. 

Q. What do you expect to use or how do you expect to 

25 utilize the information you get in these meetings coming up 
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1 on March 12th and March 13th? 

2 

3 

4 

Q. 

A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objection. 

You understand my question? 

Yes. So all workshops are noticed in compliance 

5 with the timelines prescribed in 120 Administrative 

6 Procedures Act. Public comment is received both written 

7 and in person and is reviewed and considered when 

8 developing our proposed rule, which no language has been 

9 proposed at this time. 

10 This is a rule development a notice of rules 

11 development and this is a workshop. So we're here to 

12 receive suggestions and comments and input from all 

13 interested stakeholders. 

14 Q. Are there any procedural deadlines for the 

15 adoption of rules that would be generated from the 

16 information you obtain from these workshops? 

17 

18 

19 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Yes. 

And can you tell me what those are? 

There are many deadlines in Chapter 120.54 

33 

20 related to rulemaking in the Administrative Procedures Act. 

21 Q. So your answer would be somewhere in Chapter 120 

22 of the rulemaking process? 

23 A. If you ask for timelines related to rulemaking 

24 and notices, yes, in 120 Florida Statutes and for 

25 regulations, a regulation procedures document that's 
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1 adopted and published on the department website. 

2 Q. Based on that, would you be able to project a 

3 date on which the rules emanating from these workshops or 

4 using the workshop material, if you will, do you know when 

5 those rules might be adopted? 

6 

7 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

Now, in our discovery, we made a request and I'm 

8 not going to ask you if you conferred with Mr. Gonzalez on 

9 this, but I think this is part of the record in this case, 

10 that when the department provided its answer to our 

34 

11 complaint, there was some affirmative defenses provided and 

12 I'm not going to ask you for any legal conclusions. But 

13 one of those affirmative defenses was that Mr. Redner did 

14 not exhaust his administrative remedies in seeking his 

15 right to grow medical marijuana under the interpretation 

16 that we've advanced in this particular case. 

17 Are you aware of any administrative remedies that 

18 would exist for Mr. Redner to utilize to address that 

19 issue? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: I'll object to that as it calls 

for a legal conclusion and for her to give legal 

opinions to your client as to what remedies may or may 

not be available on facts that this witness is not 

necessarily even privy to with respect to Mr. Redner's 

situation. 
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1 BY MR. LIROT: 

2 Q. Well, I guess I'll ask it this way: What 

3 evidence or testimony can you give us to support the 

4 affirmative defense that Mr. Redner has not exhausted his 

5 administrative remedies in this regard? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objection. It's something 

the lawyers can probably address. It's a legal issue 

that this witness probably can't. She can answer to 

the best of her knowledge. 

Q. I guess I will ask and again I don't want to get 

11 into any discussions between you and your counsel, but 

12 what, if anything, should we expect in the way of support 

13 for that affirmative defense since, candidly, our position 

14 is without some reference or designation of an 

15 administrative remedy, we did not exhaust that affirmative 

16 defense would not have a proper legal basis? 

17 Again, I'm not asking for a legal conclusion. 

18 Are you aware, Ms. Coppola, of anything Mr. Redner could 

19 have done to pursue any administrative remedy in the goals 

20 he's pursuing in this particular case? 

21 

22 Q. 

23 know." 

24 A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Sarne objections. 

If you don't know, you can just say "I don't 

No, I don't provide legal advice. I don't know 

25 the facts -- all the facts and circumstances around his 
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1 case. 

2 Q. Okay. Are you familiar with any administrative 

3 remedies available for a qualifying patient seeking any 

4 remedy from the Department of Health? 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to the form as 

overbroad. The available remedies would, of course, 

be dependent on the facts that a particular individual 

may have. If it 1 s -- if he thinks regulations are 

inadequate, then he can -- there are certain remedies 

in the law to compel rulemaking. 

If he thinks the agency has done something such 

as in a frequently asked question on a website that he 

thinks violates statute, Constitution or regulation, 

there are remedies that are provided to challenge an 

agency's statement as an unadopted rule. 

These are legal questions and that's why -- these 

are things we argued about at the hearing. And any 

efforts by Mr. Redner that have never occurred to 

actually seek -- file any kind of administrative 

petition for approval for him to grow his own 

marijuana, those are things that have never been filed 

and this witness can't give a legal opinion because 

she's not privy to all the facts that you and your 

client have about his circumstances. 

But with all those objections, to the extent that 
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1 

2 

3 

she can -- she has something she wants to try to 

answer, I'll let her do that. 

MR. LIROT: Okay. 

37 

4 BY MR. LIROT: 

5 Q. Well, Ms. Coppola, if you don't know the answer 

6 to this question, who should we ask? 

7 A. Any person seeking legal advice or legal opinion 

8 from the department, I tell them to consult their counsel, 

9 so I guess that would be you. 

10 Q. Okay. Well, candidly, I disagree that there are 

11 any administrative remedies and the department has asserted 

12 that there are. And I've asked that those be identified 

13 since if their assertion is that there are, I'd like them 

14 to be specific in their response as to what those may be. 

15 But. I'm candidly frustrated in my effort. I'm 

16 told I failed to exhaust administrative remedies. I've 

17 asked what they may be and I receive no response as to 

18 anything specific. 

19 So I'm wondering other than asking myself, who in 

20 the Department of Health should I ask that question? 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to the form. 

just identified several of the available 

I have 

administrative remedies and we did at the last 

hearing. We threw out a number of them and none have 

been attempted. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

38 

But object to that request for a legal opinion. 

MR. LIROT: I'm not deposing you. But you have 

identified some source with that information. Could 

you be more specific where I would look in this record 

to find that information? Would it be the transcript 

of the hearing on December 20th or is that specified 

in your motion to dismiss? Where would I look for 

that answer, if you can recall? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Well, it came up at the hearing, 

so there's some of my argument at the hearing and then 

just a minute ago I mentioned to you a couple of the 

different administrative remedies that -- you filed a 

complaint in an Article 5 State Court that says that 

he's been denied a right to grow his own marijuana and 

it was based on a frequently asked question and answer 

on the department website. And so, again, the legal 

argument is you filed no administrative action 

challenging that statement by the department on the 

website as an unadopted rule or some kind of 

administrative final agency action that is in some way 

improper. So that's one example. 

He wants to grow his own marijuana and Mr. Redner 

individually has never, to our knowledge, filed any 

type of administrative application or petition for 

that that's been denied. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

So those are just two examples off the top of my 

head. But again, this witness she's deferring to 

lawyers in her answers. So I think it's asked and 

answered. 

MR. LIROT: Okay. So she doesn't know, but 

you're suggesting those other source areas would be 

the place where I can find a response to that 

question? 

MR. GONZALEZ: I'm -- I'm telling you that's the 

legal argument we've raised and the burden is then on 

you to say well, no, we did actually make an attempt 

to challenge the frequently asked questions in an 

administrative context. But, you know, we'll have 

this discussion again at the final hearing. 

39 

I think she's asked and answered the questions as 

far as deferring to the lawyers on that legal issue. 

MR. LIROT: Okay. Well, I will pursue this 

further in our discovery, so that will be a discussion 

that you and I can have outside the ambit of this 

deposition. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. 

MR. LIROT: Can we go off the record a minute so 

I can try to organize some of my notes and see what we 

have left for the day? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Sure. 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

1072 

1 (WHEREUPON, an off-the-record discussion was 

2 held.) 

3 BY MR. LIROT: 

4 Q. Ms. Coppola, just a few more questions. Just to 

5 wrap that last issue up without mentioning remedies, if 

6 someone wanted to possess a growing plant, how would a 

7 qualified patient or a doctor make that request? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form. And to the 

extent -- the premise of the question is that that 

could legally be done, we object to the question. 

MR. REDNER: You said it could be legally done. 

You just said it. 

MR. LIROT: Enough. Don't get so excited. 

14 BY MR. LIROT: 

40 

15 Q. But are you aware of any process that a qualified 

16 patient or doctor could use to make that request? 

17 

18 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

Now, in the rules as they exist now, there are 

19 some limitations on what we're referring to as the routes 

20 of administration or the options available to a qualifying 

21 patient and what he can obtain from a medical marijuana 

22 treatment center. Are you familiar with those limitations? 

23 

24 

A. 

Q. 

I don't understand your question. 

Do you -- are you familiar with what a patient 

25 can obtain from a medical marijuana treatment center? 
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1 

2 A. 

41 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form. 

A qualified patient can fill an order as ordered 

3 in a physician certification and physician certification is 

4 defined as a qualified physician's authorization for a 

5 qualified patient to receive marijuana and marijuana 

6 delivery device from a medical marijuana treatment center. 

7 Q. Okay. Who is it that determines what form of 

8 marijuana or marijuana delivery device is made available to 

9 qualifying patients? 

10 A. Approved medical marijuana treatment centers are 

11 held to the requirements of the application for which they 

12 were approved on. 

13 Q. Okay. Does that application indicate some 

14 limitation on the different -- and I hope you understand 

15 what I'm saying when I say forms of delivery. Obviously 

16 there's some oils. There are other -- there are other 

17 preparations, if you will, of medical marijuana. 

18 I'm trying to find out where the list came from 

19 and reconcile that with other definitions that we've talked 

20 about today. It's a pretty long explanation. I'm just 

21 trying to figure out what's available and why in the rules 

22 there are any limitations on what's made available to 

23 qualifying patients. 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form of the 

question. 
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1 A. My first question is: What list are you 

2 referring to? 

3 

4 

5 

MR. REDNER: Just read her the goddamn thing and 

ask her each one, what does it do? How does it get 

manufactured? Each single one of them. 

6 BY MR. LIROT: 

7 Q. I tell you what, let's try the definition of 

8 cannabis in Exhibit 2 out of 893.02. So under the 

9 definition of cannabis it's whether growing or not, so 

10 obviously that presumes a growing -- I have to think a 

11 growing plant, would you agree with that language? 

12 Obviously it speaks for itself, but I'm just going to go 

13 through this with you as far as what's available in a 

14 medical marijuana treatment center. 

15 

16 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form. Calls for 

legal conclusion and legal opinions. She can answer 

17 to the best of her knowledge. 

18 BY MR. LIROT: 

42 

19 Q. Are you familiar with what types of compounds are 

20 manufactured to deliver medical marijuana to patients? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

Can you please clarify what you mean by compound? 

Well, I mean, how is marijuana prepared for 

23 delivery to a patient? What different options exist, if 

24 you know? 

25 MR. GONZALEZ: Same objection. 
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1 

2 

3 

MR. ELEND: Don't clarify compound. What 

compounds are available? That's what's in the 

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry, I didn't hear the 

4 question. 

5 BY MR. LIROT: 

43 

6 Q. What type of compound -- based on -- let me lay a 

7 predicate for these questions. 

8 What kind of research did you undertake for your 

9 position as to what compounds or preparations or different 

10 ways a patient can consume medical marijuana? What 

11 research, if any, did you do in that area? 

12 

13 

14 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object. Overbroad. She can 

answer. 

A. Routes of administration and available derivative 

15 products are described by approved medical marijuana 

16 treatment centers in their applications. 

17 Q. Okay. And what options exist for them to include 

18 those in their applications? 

19 A. A copy of the 2015 application for dispensing 

20 organizations is in the Florida Administrative Code and 

21 available on our website. 

22 Q. So what's available? What can the medical 

23 marijuana treatment center make available to a patient? 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form, overbroad and 

I think it's asked and answered to the extent she 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

identified the source of what's made available in the 

MMTC applications. 

MR. LIROT: Okay. 

MR. GONZALEZ: She can answer to the best of her 

5 knowledge. 

6 BY MR. LIROT: 

7 Q. Which components of that application deal with 

8 compound, manufacturers, salts, derivatives, mixtures or 

9 preparation of the plants or its seeds or resin as 

10 contained in the definition used in Amendment 2? 

11 A. I do not have a copy of the application for 

44 

12 dispensing organizations in front of me, but it does detail 

13 all of the processes for cultivating processing, so the 

14 process of converting it from the whole plant into the 

15 derivative product and the dispensing to a qualified 

16 patient in the application. 

17 Redacted versions of the applications are 

18 available in our website and they're redacted because much 

19 of it is claimed as trade secret or confidential 

20 information. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. LIROT: Okay. Let's go off the record just 

for a minute because I want to be able to ask this 

question properly. I believe we have available to us 

that information. Let me try to track that down so 

that I can refer to that when I ask the next set of 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

questions if that's okay with you. Can we go off the 

record for just a minute? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. 

(WHEREUPON, an off-the-record discussion was 

held.) 

MR. LIROT: We're ready to come back. We're 

7 trying to find an efficient way to ask these 

8 questions. 

9 BY MR. LIROT: 

Q. Again, I'm going to ask you 

45 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

MR. GONZALEZ: Hold on. We got an audio problem. 

Is it crackling on your end? 

MR. LIROT: No. You sound perfect. 

MR. GONZALEZ: I think it may be your microphone. 

MR. REDNER: Turn it on and off again. 

MR. LIROT: Sound better now? 

MR. GONZALEZ: It's good for the moment, yeah. 

18 Go ahead. 

19 BY MR. LIROT: 

20 Q. So I want to try to lay a predicate. 

21 Ms. Coppola, what, if any, research did you do 

22 into the different preparations or other options for a 

23 patient to consume medical marijuana? Did you get any kind 

24 of course? Did you do any independent study? What, if 

25 anything, did you do to familiarize yourself with all the 
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1 different ways a patient can consume medical marijuana? 

2 A. As it relates to products available by medical 

3 marijuana treatment centers or dispensing organizations, 

4 I've read all the approved dispensing organizations' 

5 applications and their process for how they process 

46 

6 derivative product and the products they intend to provide. 

7 Q. Okay. What, if any, research did you do under 

8 the definition of cannabis to determine what different 

9 types of compound were available? 

10 

11 

12 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form of the 

question. 

A. The approved products available are required by 

13 381.986 to be available on approved MMTC's websites. 

14 Q. All right. Who is it that came up with the 

15 limitations of the products available, if you understand my 

16 question? 

17 

18 

A. 

Q. 

I don't. 

Okay. Well, I'm going to refer you again to the 

19 definition of cannabis and obviously any plant, whether 

20 growing or not, would you agree with me that that's not 

21 available at an MMTC? 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

MMTC's do have growing plants, yes. 

But not available to a qualified patient, which I 

24 think is the gist of our case? 

25 MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form of the 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

question. 

MR. REDNER: Did you know the amendment said a 

growing plant, a plant growing or not? Did you know 

that? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Well, hold on. Don't answer. 

47 

6 BY MR. LIROT: 

7 Q. I'm trying to identify why some portions of the 

8 definition of cannabis are available and other portions of 

9 the definition are not available? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form. Again, it's a 

legal argument. It may be a question for -- to go 

before the judge on the interpretation of Article X 

Section 29 and the legislature and the way they 

adopted the statutes. So it calls for a legal 

conclusion. She can answer to the best of her 

knowledge. 

MR. LIROT: I think my question is more 

mechanical than legal. I'm trying to verify where the 

determination was made in the rules used by the 

Department of Health, who determined what components 

of this definition would be eliminated as being 

available to a qualified patient. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. Well, then that's asked and 

answered. She said they're following the statutory 

law and the Constitution. She already gave that 
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48 

answer. 1 

2 

3 

4 

MR. LIROT: So is the answer that the limitations 

were adopted by the legislature? 

MR. GONZALEZ: And the Constitution, yes, that 

5 was her answer previously. 

6 BY MR. LIROT: 

7 Q. Well, who is it that made that determination? 

8 Was it the legislature or was it someone in the Department 

9 of Health? 

10 

11 

A. 

Q. 

What determination? 

Of the limitation of the definition of marijuana 

12 adopted in Amendment 2, which includes a long list and I 

13 already read the list. 

14 

15 Q. 

MR. REDNER: Read it to her again. 

"A plant growing or not, the seeds thereof, the 

16 resin extracted from any part of the plant, every compound, 

17 manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture or preparation of 

18 the plant or its seed or resin." 

19 So there's the definition that was adopted in 

20 Amendment 2. And we see in the rulemaking process and in 

21 the application, the list available of preparations that a 

22 medical marijuana treatment center can give to a patient, 

23 would you agree is significantly shorter than the list in 

24 the definition? 

25 A. What list are you referring to? 
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1 Q. The definition of cannabis in 893.02, which I 

2 just read, which our position is was adopted and 

3 incorporated into Amendment 2. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Again, object to the form. The 

49 

4 

5 

6 

statutes, constitutional provisions speak for 

themselves. Her testimony is irrelevant to the issues 

7 raised in this complaint and frankly, her testimony 

8 can't change what's in the text of the statutes and 

9 constitutional provisions. 

10 BY MR. LIROT: 

11 Q. Well, as someone with expertise in rulemaking and 

12 participating in the rulemaking process for the Department 

13 of Health, where did the limitations in those rules come 

14 from? 

15 

16 

17 

Q. 

A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

Do you know? 

I guess I need some clarification. Where do you 

18 see a list limitating? 

19 Q. Okay. You would agree with me that Amendment 2 

20 incorporates the definition of 893.02 of cannabis. So I 

21 think we've already agreed that that's true. And I have 

22 just gone over the definition with you which includes 

23 growing plants, salts, derivatives, etcetera, yet what's 

24 available to a qualifying patient does not include, 

25 certainly for the sake of this discussion, doesn't include 
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50 

1 access to a growing plant. 

2 And I'm asking you, in your rulemaking process, 

3 where that limitation or the elimination of that route of 

4 administration, from where was that derived? Why is that 

5 limitation in place? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. This complaint is not 

about rulemaking, so it's irrelevant and calls for 

legal conclusions. And she's also not the legislature 

and she can't testify on their behalf. 

MR. LIROT: Okay. Well, if she relied on 

381.986, that's the basic answer to the question. 

THE WITNESS: So, yes, marijuana is defined what 

marijuana is. In that same text, I don't think it can 

be ignored, the very next definition it defines what a 

medical marijuana treatment center is and what they 

can do. They can cultivate. 

And then immediately after that is medical use 

and what the definition of medical use is. And 

cultivation is not present there as it relates to home 

grow. 

As it relates to products by approved medical 

marijuana treatment centers, they detail what products 

they intend to provide in their applications. So the 

products available are determined by approved medical 

marijuana treatment centers. 
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1 BY MR. LIROT: 

2 Q. What if a medical marijuana treatment center 

3 listed in its material available a growing plant? 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MR. GONZALEZ: Luke, real quick, I thought I saw 

earlier an iPhone maybe with a video on it. I want to 

make sure this hasn't been noticed as a video 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

deposition. We're not videotaping any of this, are 

we? 

MR. LIROT: No, nobody is videotaping anything. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. Good. I didn't 

MR. LIROT: No. 

MR. GONZALEZ: I wanted to clarify. 

MR. LIROT: I would not allow any surreptitious 

video at any of my depositions, unless I noticed it as 

a video depo. 

MR. GONZALEZ: I know you wouldn't. I wanted to 

clarify. Thank you. 

18 BY MR. LIROT: 

19 Q. So you understand the issue I'm pursuing here, 

20 yes? I'm trying to --

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

-- find out how the definition adopted in 

23 Amendment 2 has found its way to not include a growing 

24 plant? As I understand it, that's a rule, that limitation 

25 came from somewhere. But candidly, I see no such 
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1 limitation in Amendment 2. 

2 And I'm not going to argue with you. I'm just 

3 asking where in the dispatch of your responsibilities, how 

4 did that limitation come to be? Why can't I get a growing 

5 plant at a medical marijuana treatment center? 

6 A. 

7 381.986 

8 

So a physician certification, as defined in 

MR. REDNER: How did you determine that they 

could have an oil? 

52 

9 

10 THE WITNESS: I'm sorry, do you want me to answer 

11 your question or is there a different question? 

12 BY MR. LIROT: 

13 Q. No. I'll ask that question next. If you 

14 remember my question. 

15 A. A physician certification means product dispensed 

16 by an approved MMTC. 

17 Q. Okay. Why can I get oil, but not get a growing 

18 plant? Where did that determination or limitation come 

19 from? 

20 

21 

MR. GONZALEZ: Asked and answered. 

MR. REDNER: No, it hasn't. 

22 BY MR. LIROT: 

23 

24 

Q. 

A. 

Well, if you can repeat the answer. If you know. 

381.986 Florida Statutes defines physician 

25 certification as a qualified physician's authorization for 
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1 a qualified patient to receive marijuana and marijuana 

2 delivery device from a medical marijuana treatment center. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Q. Okay. I certainly agree with that. 

MR. GONZALEZ: And also, the rest of her other 

answers on the same question earlier about the 

Constitution, et cetera. 

MR. LIROT: Right. 

8 BY MR. LIROT: 

9 Q. So my question to you is: I understand what's 

10 available at a medical marijuana treatment center and I 

11 think we can call agree that a growing plant is not 

12 available at a medical marijuana treatment center. Why 

13 would that not be available when other oils or vapes or 

14 tinctures, why would we not be able to utilize a growing 

15 plant as a route of administration for a qualifying 

16 patient? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Again, asked and answered. This 

is at least the fifth, sixth time and she's referred 

to the law that does not allow that and that's what 

the case is about and you already argued it to the 

judge. The judge has already ruled in your favor on 

the issue. 

We're going to trial and I don't know why we're 

asking her a sixth time and she's already given the 

answer. So we object again. 
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MR. LIROT: Okay. Without sounding too abusive, 

the answer is kind of circuitous. And what I hear is 

that restriction is there because that restriction is 

there. I want to know how it got there. 

knows. 

If she 

54 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MR. GONZALEZ: It's the law. That is calling for 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

legal conclusion, legal opinion and it's been asked 

and answered a couple times. I know you don't agree 

with our argument on the law and you can make your 

argument on the law to the judge and she is going to 

rule and she's already ruled in your favor on this 

issue. 

So that's why I don't -- I expect she probably 

won't change that ruling and we'll be at the First 

District Court of Appeals on a legal issue that will 

not matter what any individual, including somebody 

from the department, testifies as to their opinion on 

it. It's going to be a de novo legal issue that the 

19 court is going to decide. 

20 But it has been asked and answered, so that's why 

21 we object. 

22 BY MR. LIROT: 

23 Q. So we are in agreement you cannot get a growing 

24 plant at a marijuana treatment center? A patient can't? 

25 MR. GONZALEZ: To the extent that you know -- I 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
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don 1 t think anyone is competent to testify what may or 

may not be being sold at an MMTC at any given moment 

in the state, legally or illegally so I object to the 

form of the question. 

MR. LIROT: But actually that 1 s the issue that 

I'm trying to explore with Ms. Coppola. Who would be 

qualified? Why is one -- why is one option available, 

yet another not? I'm wondering who is it that made 

that determination and on what basis. 

MR. GONZALEZ: And asked and answered. She said 

it 1 s in the law. It's in the Constitution as adopted 

and the statutes. That's been her answer repeatedly. 

MR. LIROT: Well, so does she know what, if 

anything, was used to include those limitations in the 

law? Was there any kind of scientific investigation 

used at all to determine what 1 s available and what's 

not as contained --

MR. GONZALEZ: Same -- same objection. She's not 

the founder, framer or drafter of the Constitution 

solely or the legislature. She is incompetent to 

testify on those things and it's been asked and 

answered. Same objection. If she wants to try to 

23 answer, she can. 

24 BY MR. LIROT: 

25 Q. Let me back up a little bit. 
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1 Does Ms. Coppola know what's available at a 

2 medical marijuana treatment center, what different types of 

3 medical marijuana delivery devices or substances are 

4 available at a medical marijuana treatment center? 

5 A. 381.986 Florida Statutes require that all 

6 approved medical marijuana treatment centers make available 

7 on its website all of the product types they offer. 

8 Q. And what is the limitation on what type of 

9 products they offer? 

10 

11 

12 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object. Calls for a legal 

conclusion. Asked and answered. 

MR. REDNER: What would she do if they offered a 

13 plant? 

14 BY MR. LIROT: 

15 Q. I mean, what if somebody submitted an application 

16 that said they wanted to offer a growing plant? 

17 

18 

19 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Calls for speculation 

and a legal conclusion. Asked and answered. 

Q. So can I assume that the answer to that would be 

20 the application would not be approved? 

21 

22 

23 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Same objection. 

Object to the form. 

MR. REDNER: Answer it. 

24 BY MR. LIROT: 

25 Q. I mean, I don't want to be argumentative here, 
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1 but I'm asking you if you know what's for sale and you keep 

2 referring me to something else. Do you know what 

3 substances are made available at a medical marijuana 

4 treatment center? 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Asked and answered. 

MR. LIROT: No. I would respectfully disagree 

with that. I get referred to a lot of other things. 

I'm asking her personally, regardless of any 

application or anything else, does she know what's 

available at a medical marijuana treatment center? 

MR. GONZALEZ: And she's answered that question. 

It's the things on their websites according to their 

application and whatever is available by law passed by 

people --

(Simultaneous speakers). 

THE COURT REPORTER: Sorry, can 

MR. LIROT: We have nine people speaking at once. 

18 BY MR. LIROT: 

19 

20 

21 

Q. 

Q. 

What are those? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Asked and answered and overbroad. 

Ms. Coppola, do you know what's available at a 

22 medical marijuana treatment center on your own personal 

23 knowledge, without referring to an application or some 

24 other source? 

25 MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

Q. Do you know? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objection. You can answer 

whatever 

A. So I don't conduct my job personally. I conduct 

5 my job as required in the authority in 381.986 and the 

6 

7 

8 

Constitution. I have reviewed all of the approved medical 

marijuana treatment centers websites. I have seen the 

products that they offer. I know that it's required that 

9 they post them on their website. 

10 

11 

Q. 

A. 

And what are those products, if you recall? 

I do not recall every single approved product 

12 from the 13 approved MMTC's. 

13 Q. Do you recall any? Do you know what you can get 

14 there? 

15 

16 

17 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Objection, asked and 

answered. 

A. All of those answers can be found on their 

18 websites as required by 381.986 in their approved 

19 applications. 

20 

21 

Q. And I understand. I'm just asking you if you 

know what they sell. In your position as the deputy 

22 director, do you know what's available at a medical --

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Asked and answered. She said she 

does. It's on the website. You want us to take a 

break and print them out? We can give you a complete 
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1 

2 

answer? 

MR. LIROT: Sure. If it won't take too long. 

3 Let's take five. 

4 (WHEREUPON, a brief recess was taken.) 

5 BY MR. LIROT: 

6 Q. You directed me to a link to an application and 

7 It looks to be 11 pages long and it's titled Application 

59 

8 for Low THC Dispensing Organization Approval. Is this the 

9 application that exists now for medical marijuana treatment 

10 centers? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to relevance, but she 11 

12 

13 

can answer. 

A. I directed you to the dispensing application 

14 process page where you can find the form that you're 

15 referencing and also redacted versions of all of the 

16 approved MMTC applications. 

17 Q. Okay. So I'm looking at dispensing application 

18 process and it says applications and it says the "MMTC 

19 application process may be found on the MMTC applicant's 

20 page." 

21 So is that where you're directing my attention or 

22 to an specific application because it says "Applicant's 

23 application (DH 8006)" and then "Score card DH8007" and 

24 then you got dispensing organization letters. 

25 So I'm in the dispensing application process. 
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1 Where would you direct me to go next? 

2 A. I provided links of these pages because you asked 

3 where MMTC's provided the products that they were going to 

4 provide and these are their original applications in their 

5 redacted forms. 

6 So if you open up where you see dispensing 

7 organization application and there are drop-downs for 

8 northwest, northeast, southwest and southeast, each of the 

9 redacted version of the application for the approved 

10 medical marijuana treatment centers were then called 

11 dispensing organizations, are found on that page. 

12 

13 

Q. Okay. Let's open one up on the northwest region. 

Hackney Nursery Company True Leaf. I'll hit on that. It 

14 keeps sending me back to the original location. 

15 

16 

A. 

Q. 

Maybe it's downloading the file. 

Okay. Doesn't look to be downloading anything, 

17 unfortunately. 

18 When was this application created, the 

19 application that one would use? 

20 

21 

A. The effective date of the rule is available on 

the Florida Administrative Code website. I don't recall 

22 its specific effective date off the top of my head. 

23 Q. My understanding is the application was created 

24 in 2015. The title indicates that. So I'm just looking at 

25 what looks to be a form application and the title of the 
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1 application is Application for Low THC Cannabis Dispensing 

2 Organization Approval. And I think -- it says "Effective 

3 02/2015." 

4 Do you know if that application has changed since 

5 the adoption of Amendment 2 in 2016? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Again, this is 

irrelevant. The application -- the MMTC application 

process is not an issue in this case. That's the 

Florida grow case, a different case. Again, objection 

to the relevance of all of this. 

Q. Are we using the same application that was 

12 created in 2015 today? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

MR. LIROT: Noting your objection. 

Who is we? 

You, the Department of Health. 

We're not currently 

MR. GONZALEZ: She is an employee of the 

Department of Health. She can answer to the best of 

her personal knowledge. Subject to all the objections 

I've made. 

MR. LIROT: Noted. 

22 BY MR. LIROT: 

23 Q. So is the Department of Health using the same 

24 application that was created in 2015 for MMTC's making 

25 application today? 
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1 A. The department is not currently accepting 

2 applications today. 

3 Q. Okay. Were there any changes to the application 

4 that existed in February of 2015 for the MMTC's that made 

5 applications after the adoption of Amendment 2? 

62 

6 

7 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to relevance. Objection 

to the form. Calls for legal conclusions. She can 

8 answer if she knows the answer. 

9 BY MR. LIROT: 

10 

11 

12 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Do you understand my question? 

I'm sorry, I didn't hear the question. 

Well, I'm looking at an application here, which 

13 is the one that is presented here on the website and it 

14 looks to be an application from 2015. 

15 My question was: Were there any changes to this 

16 application after the adoption of Amendment 2? 

17 A. So your original question was where can products 

18 available from current approved medical marijuana treatment 

19 centers be found and that answer is in their approved 

20 applications, which is on that page. 

21 

22 

23 

Q. 

A. 

Right. But I'm asking 

Our rulemaking, if you are curious, is posted on 

our rulemaking page. So if you are interested in other 

24 developments in rulemaking, that's where you would find 

25 those. 
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1 Q. So is the answer no, there were no changes to the 

2 application since it was originally created in 2015? 

3 Noting Mr. Gonzalez's objections. 

4 A. All rulemaking activity can be found on our 

5 rulemaking page. We can send you a link to that if you 

6 like. 

7 Q. I'm sure I can find that. Do you know the answer 

8 to that question without directing me to some other source? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form. Asked and 9 

10 

11 

12 

answered. 

Q. 

A. 

13 website. 

14 Q. 

15 without 

16 

17 

A. 

Q. 

I'm really just trying to find out whether 

It's the rules and regulations tab on that 

Okay. Do you know the answer to my question 

What is your question? 

Have there been any changes to this application 

18 since it was created in February of 2015? 

19 

20 Q. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

Just based on your own personal knowledge, 

21 Ms. Coppola. 

22 A. The department proposed a rule for the new 

23 medical marijuana treatment center application as required 

24 by 381.986 and all of the notices and application and forms 

25 is available on the rules page on our website, which I just 
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1 referred you to. 

2 Q. Okay. I'm just looking for a yes or no. Has 

3 this application changed since February 2015? 

4 

5 

6 

7 

MR. GONZALEZ: Asked and answered. 

MR. REDNER: No, it hasn't. 

MR. LIROT: I'd like a direct answer. 

THE WITNESS: No. Dispensing organization 

64 

8 applications haven't been amended, as they don't exist 

9 anymore. 

10 BY MR. LIROT: 

11 

12 

13 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Well, what application does an MMTC use now? 

We're not currently accepting MMTC applications. 

Well, you directed me to some applications that 

14 you did accept, yes? 

15 A. The dispensing application process page includes 

16 redacted versions of the applications submitted under the 

17 previous application. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Q. Right. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Asked and answered 

again. 

Q. Who is it that reviews the applications? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to relevance. She can 

answer, if she knows. 

A. As detailed in Chapter 64.4 Florida 

25 Administrative Code, the procedures for reviewing the 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

1097 

1 applications as submitted in 2015, are all detailed there. 

2 

3 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. Do you know who does it? Their name. 

No one does it right now because we're not 

4 reviewing dispensing organization applications. 

5 Q. Have dispensing organization applications been 

6 reviewed in the past? 

7 

8 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Do you know who did it? Who would review those 

9 applications? 

10 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Yes. 

Who was that? 

As directed by the rule, the Director of the 

13 Office of Compassionate Use, a member of the Drug Policy 

14 Advisory Council and a CPA, I believe. But you would need 

15 to look at the rule for the specifics. 

16 Q. Well, those people must have names. Do you know 

17 who they are? 

65 

18 

19 

20 

21 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form of the 

question. Object to relevance. She can answer to the 

best of her knowledge. 

A. The score cards for the three reviewers are also 

22 available on that page I referred you to. 

23 Q. Okay. So I take it it's Christian Bax, Ellen 

24 Hutson, with a T, and Patricia Nelson. What is a score 

25 card? 
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1 A. 

66 

Definition and details of score card are included 

2 in that rule as well. 

3 Q. Okay. Do you know what it is without referring 

4 me to something else, some other source? I'm looking for 

5 you to help me. 

6 

7 

A. I'm referring you to the direct source. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

8 BY MR. LIROT: 

9 Q. Okay. I don't want to accuse you of being 

10 evasive, but I'd love a straight answer to at least a 

11 couple of these questions today. I keep getting referred 

12 to some other source. 

13 A. It's not some other source. It is the direct 

14 source you're referring to. 

15 Q. Okay. Which hopefully you would have some 

16 personal knowledge of, I have to assume, as the deputy 

17 director. 

18 A. I have professional knowledge, not personal 

19 knowledge. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. Okay. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object to the form of the 

question. And it's asked and answered. When you ask 

her what is a score card and she says it's the 

document right there on that tab, that's the answer. 

I mean, that couldn't be any more clear. 
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1 BY MR. LIROT: 

2 Q. Okay. I guess I'll ask it a better way. What is 

3 the purpose of the score card? 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

A. 

Q. 

It's a card to track your scores. 

Okay. What purpose does it serve? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. None of this is 

relevant, but she can answer to the best of her 

knowledge. 

A. It's used in compliance with the rule to review 

10 the applications and score them. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. Would it help me to look at one of these? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. She can't advise you 

on what would help you in your understanding of case. 

MR. LIROT: Apparently I need a lot of help, but 

that's not a question. I'm asking about this process. 

And I think I've gotten a little bit far afield and I 

was asking about what kind of substances were 

identified and I was looking for some answers as to 

what substances were available and why and where did 

the limitations on what substances are available came 

from. I was --

MR. GONZALEZ: That was asked and answered. 

MR. LIROT: And I was referred to these 

applications. I'm trying to find an application. And 

unfortunately, every time I click on it, it just takes 
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1 me back to 

2 BY MR. LIROT: 

3 Q. Would it help me to look at the administrative 

4 hearing petition? Would that be the source of the answer 

5 you're trying to help me find? 

6 

7 

8 

MR. GONZALEZ: What do you mean administrative 

hearing petition? 

MR. LIROT: There is a thing that says, 

9 "administrative hearing petition." 

10 BY MR. LIROT: 

11 Q. I'll just go through this website, which is kind 

12 of difficult since you don't have it, but it says, 

13 ''Dispensing application process." 

14 Then it refers to applications. Then there's 

68 

15 three places to make an entry, applicants and it says the 

16 MMTC application process may be found. Then it talks about 

17 dispensing organization applications, which is what you 

18 indicated to me would be the source I could look to to see 

19 what's available. 

20 And I've hit on Hackney Nursery Company, which in 

21 parenthesis is described as True Leaf. I click on that and 

22 it brings me right back to what I've clicked on. 

23 I don't see anything that shows that it's 

24 let's see what this is. Hackney application updated. 

25 Okay. So we have supplemental binders. 
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1 

69 

Do you know in what part -- there's a part one, a 

2 part two, a part three and then updated redacted. Do you 

3 know in what component of this lengthy application the 

4 information I'm looking for would be? 

5 

6 

7 

A. 

Q. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Form and relevance. 

What information are you looking for? 

We're looking for the substances. You referred 

8 me to the application to educate me on what substances are 

9 available at an MMTC. 

10 A. I referred you to the websites of the approved 

11 MMTC's. They have all of the currently available products 

12 on their website as required by 381.986 Florida Statutes. 

13 

14 

Q. 

A. 

Right. And --

So on the MMTC page, if you click on the website 

15 for True Leaf, it will take you to a page with all of their 

16 products. Same for the other MMTC's that are approved to 

17 dispense. 

18 Q. Okay. And I've opened up the application with 

19 updated redactions from October of 2016. So --

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

That's not the page I just mentioned. 

Okay. Let's look at a different download. 

MR. ELEND: It's not a download. It's a website. 

She is saying on the other page is the MMTC list. She 

is saying if you go to the page of current MMTC's you 

can click on a link and go to True Leaf's website and 
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read their --

MR. LIROT: Okay. 

MR. ELEND: -- currently available products. 

MR. LIROT: Might I enlist your assistance in 

doing so? 

70 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 MR. ELEND: Sure. You can also go to TrueLeaf.com. 

7 BY MR. LIROT: 

8 Q. I've actually gone directly to the TrueLeaf.com 

9 dispensing website. And there's a variety of different 

10 categories here. It says, "Concentrates, vape cart, vape 

11 cut, syringe, tincture, capsules, accessories, topical and 

12 nebulizers." 

13 

14 

MR. GONZALEZ: Is there a question? 

MR. LIROT: I'm going to ask the question. 

15 BY MR. LIROT: 

16 Q. That list of different categories of what appear 

17 to be delivery systems, who is it that would approve or 

18 disapprove of that list? How is that decision made? 

19 

20 

21 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to relevance. She can 

answer. 

A. All products available by an approved MMTC have 

22 to be included in their original application or amendment 

23 to their original application in compliance with the 

24 Constitution and Florida law. 

25 Q. What if someone wanted to amend their application 
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71 

1 to include a growing plant? 

2 

3 A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Calls for speculation. 

Their applications include growing plants as they 

4 are part of the cultivation process. 

5 MR. REDNER: To be able to sell. 

6 BY MR. LIROT: 

7 

8 

Q. 

A. 

To be able to dispense to a qualified patient? 

All application amendments or requests to amend 

9 their original application have to be in compliance with 

10 Florida law and Florida Constitution. 

11 

12 

Q. 

A. 

Who is it that makes that decision? 

The MMTC puts together their application 

13 amendments. 

14 Q. Who is it that would review that application 

15 amendment and make that determination? 

16 

17 

18 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection, again, to relevance. 

You can answer if you know. 

A. As it relates to home grow, no one at the 

19 department. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. Okay. Why? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Asked and answered. 

Calls for a legal conclusion and -- well, calls for 

legal conclusion and asked and answered. She's 

already testified it's unlawful. There's no immunity 

for home grow and she said that -- and she gave the 
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answer. 

MR. REDNER: She didn't say that. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MR. LIROT: Well, I've been searching for an 

answer. But if you want to give the answer for her, I 

guess that's how we'll leave this record. In any --

10 

11 

12 

MR. GONZALEZ: I'm not answering for her. She's 

repeatedly said the Constitution and Statute do not 

permit home grow. And so, she just gave the answer. 

Nobody in the department is -- the department is not 

charged with reviewing applications for home grow and 

so nobody in the department would be responsible for 

doing that. That was the answer she gave. 

13 BY MR. LIROT: 

14 Q. Okay. What about all of these other categories 

15 then, who is it that determines whether they are consistent 

16 with Amendment 2 and the statute? Who makes that 

17 determination? 

18 MR. GONZALEZ: Asked and answered. It's the 

19 entity charged with that responsibility under the 

20 statute and Constitution and she gave that answer. 

21 BY MR. LIROT: 

22 Q. All right. Is it the same three people that we 

23 talked about with the score card Mr. Bax and the other two, 

24 Ms. Hutson? 

25 MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 
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1 A. As he just said, the approved medical marijuana 

2 treatment centers write their application and determine the 

3 products they will provide. 

4 

5 

Q. Right. 

MR. REDNER: And if they put in a growing plant, 

6 who would tell them they couldn't do that? 

7 BY MR. LIROT: 

8 

9 

10 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Okay. If you heard Mr. Redner's question --

I did not. 

Okay. If someone was to include in their list of 

11 categories a growing plant, who would tell them they 

12 couldn't do that? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Calls for a legal 

conclusion and asked and answered. Go ahead. 

A. The authority --

Q. Just give me a person's name or people's names 

17 and their position. That's not a legal conclusion. 

18 A. Well, the authority of the department is to 

19 review applications and regulate approved medical marijuana 

20 treatment centers. Medical marijuana treatment centers 

21 cultivate, process and dispense low THC cannabis and 

22 medical marijuana. That is the specific carveout of 

23 marijuana that relates to the Office of Medical Marijuana 

24 Use. 

25 Any other, I don't know, act with marijuana, 
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1 falls outside of 381.986 and is not in the authority of 

2 department, like home grow. 

3 Q. So if the application included home grow, who is 

4 it that would kick it out or deny it? 

5 

6 

7 

8 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

What application? 

An amended application from an MMTC. 

I don't understand your question. 

Let's say that True Leaf decided to amend their 

9 application. They obviously have an approved application 

10 or we wouldn't be looking at the list of categories 

11 available. If they wanted to amend 

12 

13 A. 

(Simultaneous speakers) 

I'm sorry. I can't hear you based off what 

14 they're saying. It's muddled. 

15 Q. All right. If True Leaf wanted to amend their 

16 application to include a growing plant, who would make the 

17 determination as to whether or not that was an acceptable 

18 amendment? 

19 MR. GONZALEZ: Calls for speculation. 

20 BY MR. LIROT: 

74 

21 Q. Well, who is it that would review the application 

22 that contained any amendment? 

23 A. The department isn't currently accepting 

24 applications right now. 

25 MR. ELEND: The amendment. It's an amendment, 
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1 not an application. 

2 BY MR. LIROT: 

3 Q. You have some applications that have been 

4 approved. For example, True Leaf's application has been 

5 approved. If they wanted to file for an amendment, not a 

6 new application, but if they wanted to file for an 

7 amendment, who would determine whether or not the new 

75 

8 product that they wanted to add to their list of categories 

9 available, who would make that determination? Just a who. 

10 A. That question begs that it's one person and 

11 that's not the case. 

12 Q. Then can you give me the list of people that 

13 would be making that determination? 

14 A. All determinations are made in a collaborative 

15 process. That includes the program and legal. 

16 

17 

MR. REDNER: So we got to subpoena them all. 

MR. LIROT: Hold on. 

18 BY MR. LIROT: 

19 Q. You mentioned a collaborative process. Who would 

20 that include? Who collaborates in that process? 

21 A. The program and --

22 Q. I was going to say all the previous objections 

23 are noted. I'd just like to know who makes those decisions 

24 and who participates in that collaborative process? 

25 MR. GONZALEZ: Asked and answered. She mentioned 
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1 

2 

3 

it's everybody in the program and in the legal office 

would be involved in that process. Asked and 

answered. 

4 Q. How many people is that? 

5 A. As it relates to medical marijuana treatment 

6 centers, whoever would have expertise to weigh in on that 

7 process. As it relates to home grow, the Office of Medical 

8 Marijuana Use doesn't regulate home grow. 

76 

9 

10 

11 

Q. 

A. 

Well, I understand that. But I'm just trying to -

Which is I think the case. 

Q. Are you aware of whether True Leaf amended their 

12 application to see if they could sell Mr. Redner a growing 

13 plant? And that's just an are-you-aware question. 

14 A. Of an application amendment? 

15 Q. Yes. 

16 A. No. 

17 Q. Would it be directed to you? 

18 A. Would what be directed to me? 

19 Q. The application amendment. 

20 A. I review application amendments in my capacity. 

21 Q. Okay. Does the process start with you and then 

22 you pass it down the line, if you will? 

23 A. It starts with the approved MMTC who submits the 

24 application amendment. 

25 Q. Okay. I'll go along with that. And then what 
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1 happens next? 

2 A. Application amendment is reviewed to make sure 

3 that it is of the same quality or better than the 

4 representations made in their original application and in 

5 compliance with Florida Law Section 381.986 and Amendment 2 

6 Article X Section 29 of the Constitution. 

7 Q. Where does that process begin? Who would receive 

8 it and then pass it on for further review? 

9 A. Submissions for application amendments for 

10 approved medical marijuana treatment centers are submitted 

11 to the Office of Medical Marijuana Use. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Q. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

And who would get it? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to relevance. 

What person receives it? 

It's not a single person. 

Okay. Is there a crew of people? Is there --

17 I'm just trying to get some understanding of the process. 

18 

19 

A. 

Q. 

What process? 

The application for an amendment to an MMTC 

20 application. 

21 A. An approved medical marijuana treatment center 

22 can submit an application amendment to the Office of 

23 Medical Marijuana Use as long as the application amendment 

24 is in compliance with 381.986 Florida Statutes, Article X 

25 Section 29 of the Florida Constitution and meets the same 
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1 standard of their application for which they were 

2 previously approved or is of better quality. 

3 Q. Okay. And who is it that makes that 

4 determination? 

5 

6 

A. 

Q. 

It's a collaborative process. 

All right. Who determined or where is the rule 

7 that makes it a collaborative process? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Calls for a legal 

conclusion. 

78 

8 

9 

10 Q. Is there a formal process? How does this process 

11 take place and how is this collaboration established? 

12 A. 381.986 details the parameters for variances by 

13 approved medical marijuana treatment centers. That's the 

14 same statute that defines what a physician certification 

15 is, which is product dispensed by a medical marijuana 

16 treatment center. 

17 Q. All right. I will -- I will say to you I see no 

18 evidence in the statute of anything that would support the 

19 creation of this collaborative process and I'm wondering 

20 what formal source of any type exists to support the 

21 creation of this collaborative team to review these 

22 

23 

24 

25 

applications. If you can direct me 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. It's not relevant to 

the claims in this case. You can answer to the extent 

you know. 
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1 A. 
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The authority in 381.986 and in Article X Section 

2 29 of the Florida Constitution is to the department not to 

3 a single person. 

4 Q. So the department comes up with this 

5 collaborative process? 

6 A. The department receives and reviews application 

7 amendments. 

8 Q. I'm just trying to find out how it's done. What, 

9 if any, formal rules exist for this process? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

MR. GONZALEZ: Asked and answered. 

testified -- you're asking what they 

She's 

if they 

presently have rules and they're not accepting 

applications right now. So there is no present 

MR. LIROT: I'm not talking about a new 

application. This would be an amendment. 

MR. ELEND: For a new product. 

THE WITNESS: As noticed on our rules and 

18 regulations page, all notices of rule development can 

19 be found there. 

20 BY MR. LIROT: 

21 

22 

Q. 

A. 

Well, I'm not talking about rule development. 

You are asking about a rule. If we have a rule, 

23 that is the page where all department rules and rule 

24 notices can be found. 

25 Q. Okay. And would that include a reference to this 
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1 collaborative process that you've described? 

2 

3 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to relevance and asked 

and answered. And calls for a legal conclusion. 

4 BY MR. LIROT: 

5 

6 

Q. 

A. 

You understand my question? 

All of the notices for rule development can be 

7 found on our rulemaking page. 

8 Q. Okay. Do you know if there is a rule in 

80 

9 existence, not in development, but a rule in existence that 

10 creates this collaborative process that you've described as 

11 the way in which application amendments are reviewed? 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Asked and answered. 

She already said what she means by a collaborative 

effort is that the statutes and the Constitution 

charge the agency with that responsibility, not an 

individual person. 

MR. LIROT: Right. I would agree it's referred 

18 to the department. 

19 BY MR. LIROT: 

20 Q. From what source does the department create this 

21 collaborative process? 

22 Let me ask it another way. Can the department 

23 create any process it wants? 

24 

25 Q. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to form and relevance. 

I'm just trying to find out how these decisions 
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1 are made, who's assigned the responsibility to make the 

2 decisions and on what source is such a decision making 

3 committee or collaborative group assigned? 

4 They're chosen from legal and chosen from the 

5 department. What other source would there be of people 

6 that are participating in this collaborative process? 

7 

8 

9 of? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objection. 

Q. Is there an answer anywhere that you can think 

MR. GONZALEZ: Again, it calls for a legal 

conclusion. I mean, she can't be asked to sit and 

81 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

explain to you the processes in Chapter 120. That's a 

matter of law. So to the extent it's calling for a 

legal opinion or it's an overbroad question about the 

process, we object. And it's asked and answered. 

MR. LIROT: I don't know it's a legal conclusion 

to ask for the source of what it is that creates a 

process. If you think it is, we can disagree on that. 

19 BY MR. LIROT: 

20 Q. But would the appeal process -- let's say that 

21 someone files an application and I know you're not taking 

22 new application is, but there is an application for an 

23 amendment filed. Is there an appeal process of the 

24 decision that would emanate from the collaborative decision 

25 of the people you've described? 
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1 MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Calls for a legal 

2 conclusion and legal opinions as to the Appellate 

3 process and the Chapter 120 process. 

4 BY MR. LIROT: 

5 

6 

7 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Do you know? 

I'm sorry, I didn't hear the question. 

Let me rephrase the question. Have you received 

82 

8 any applications for amendments? This is in the real world 

9 now. There is no hypothetical aspect of this. Have you 

10 received any applications for amendments from MMTC's for 

11 the categories of medical marijuana they make available to 

12 qualified patients? 

13 A. Medical -- approved medical marijuana treatment 

14 centers have submitted application amendments, yes. 

15 

16 

Q. 

A. 

And what is the process in dealing with those? 

Like I previously described, an approved medical 

17 marijuana treatment center may make an amendment to their 

18 application as long as it is in compliance -- I'm sorry 

19 what? 

20 

21 

Q. 

A. 

No. No. I'm just asking for the real process. 

This is the process. They make an application 

22 amendment in compliance with 381.986 Florida Statutes and 

23 amendment Article X Section 29 of the Florida 

24 Constitution and is of the same quality or better as the 

25 representations they made in their application for which 
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1 they were granted their license. 

2 

3 

4 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Okay. Who makes that decision? 

What decision? 

This committee -- if it is the same quality or 

83 

5 better of what they included in their original application. 

6 I'm not asking for a legal conclusion. I'm just asking who 

7 it is that makes those decisions? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

The department. 

Okay. And who in the department? 

It's a collaborative process. 

How does the collaborative process work? 

An approved medical marijuana treatment center 

13 submits an application amendment that is in compliance with 

14 381.986 Florida Statutes, Article X Section 29 Florida 

15 Constitution and --

16 (Simultaneous speakers) 

17 

18 

19 

20 

A. Excuse me? I'm sorry. Mr. Redner interrupted. 

MR. REDNER: Who makes the decision whether it is 

in compliance or not? Who is in the collaboration? 

THE WITNESS: I'll sorry, Mr. Lirot? 

21 BY MR. LIROT: 

22 

23 

24 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

I'll adopt that question if you understood it. 

I don't. 

So we've got an amendment to an application. And 

25 it goes to the department and the department processes it 
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84 

1 through this collaboration of people that you've described. 

2 Is that -- do you use Roberts Rules of Order? How does the 

3 process work? Do people flip a coin? Is there a 

4 discussion? Is there a meeting scheduled? How does that 

5 process work? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

No, the department does not flip a coin. 

All right. And I'm sorry 

(Simultaneous speakers) 

The department receives -- excuse me? 

I was apologizing for being flip. I think we're 

11 all getting a little frustrated here. But just tell me, 

12 what happens after I submit my amendment application? 

13 A. An approved medical marijuana treatment center, 

14 once they submit an application that is in compliance with 

15 Florida law and is of the same quality or better than their 

16 original application amendments, it is submitted to the 

17 Office of Medical Marijuana Use, which is the program 

18 office. 

19 The program office reviews the amendment and in 

20 working with the entire department, determines if that 

21 application amendment is approved or not. 

22 Q. Okay. Is there a meeting scheduled or does it 

23 just pass from one desk to the other? How does the process 

24 work in the real world? 

25 A. It depends on the amendment. 
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1 Q. Okay. What variables in the amendment dictate 

2 the process? 

3 A. All of the different components of the previous 

4 application are detailed on that dispensing application 

5 process page that I -- we sent you a link to. And so an 

6 application amendment could be on any of the various 

7 components of part one, two or three, cultivation, 

8 processing, dispensing, security, any component of their 

9 application could be amended or at least submitted to be 

10 amended. 

11 Q. Understood. And I think my questions were 

12 focusing on amendments to the categories made available. 

85 

13 A. Categories made available is not a section of the 

14 application. 

15 Q. Okay. Products. The application asked for a 

16 description of products, I'm sure. Yes? 

17 A. All of the components can be found in the 

18 application specifically. You don't have to speculate. 

19 Derivative products is one of them. 

20 Q. All right. So if someone sought an amendment to 

21 the derivative products being offered, who would review 

22 that? 

23 A. Application amendments are submitted to the 

24 program office, which is the Office of Medical Marijuana 

25 Use. 
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1 

2 

Q. 

A. 

3 person. 

4 Q. 

Okay. And what person makes the decision? 

Like I mentioned previously, it is not a single 

Well, I'm -- somebody has to get it. It has to 

5 be sent in to some person who then deals with the 

6 application. 

86 

7 A. I reject the premise of your questions. There is 

8 not a single person that receives all application 

9 amendments. 

10 

11 

12 

MR. REDNER: So three people open the envelope at 

one time, right? They all open it? They all got 

their hand on the envelope? They all open the 

13 envelope and they all read it at the same time? 

14 BY MR. LIROT: 

15 Q. Who is it that gets it? If it's not one person, 

16 how is it distributed for review? 

17 A. You asked two different question. How is it 

18 delivered 

19 Oh, I would assume -Q. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

get 

A. 

Q. 

it? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

-- is your question? 

Why don't you answer that one first. How do you 

There are many ways. 

Okay. Why don't you list those for me? 

It can be hand delivered. It can be sent in an 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

1119 

1 

2 

email. 

Q. 

It can be mailed. 

Okay. Does the manner of delivery have any 

3 impact on how it's processed? 

4 

5 Q. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to relevance. 

You understand my question? If somebody hand 

87 

6 delivered it, is it going to be treated differently than if 

7 somebody emailed it? 

8 A. Inherently emails are different than hand 

9 deliveries, yes. 

10 Q. Okay. And how does that impact the 

11 administrative process for an application for an amendment? 

12 A. I don't understand your question. Administrative 

13 process? Hand delivery versus email does not make a 

14 difference in the administrative process listed in the 

15 Administrative Procedures Act of 120. 

16 Q. Well, I understand that. So what you're 

17 describing to me, candidly, seems to me a black hole of 

18 someone submitting an application for amendment to --

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to the form of the 

question. Argumentative. 

MR. LIROT: I'm not trying to argue. I'm trying 

to get some clarity to how the process works. 

THE WITNESS: The application amendment is 

submitted to the department. It can be emailed to a 

variety of people. All of the -- it can -- other 
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1 people can be included on the email. It can be hand 

2 delivered. 

3 BY MR. LIROT: 

4 Q. I'm asking about this collaborative process? Is 

5 it a majority vote? How does a decision get made? 

6 A. The department receives application amendments 

7 and reviews them. 

8 

9 

10 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Okay. And how are they reviewed? 

It depends per each amendment. 

And I'm talking about the substances available. 

11 Who would review that? 

12 

13 

A. It depends per amendment. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to relevance. 

14 BY MR. LIROT: 

15 Q. Okay. It depends on what? What if somebody 

16 submitted an application, like True Leaf theoretically 

17 submits an application to amend the products they make 

18 available. That's different than all the other components 

19 of amendments that we've talked about. That's a singular 

20 amendment. 

21 You've explained that there is a collaborative 

22 process used in making a decision on that application and 

23 I'm wondering how does that work? 

88 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection to relevance. Asked and 

answered. 
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1 A. 

89 

Also it's a hypothetical of what the facts are of 

2 the amendment. Is it a product that they previously 

3 offered? Is it contemplated in their application? All of 

4 those are hypothetical that lay a factor of what the 

5 amendment is. 

6 Q. Does that create a different in who makes the 

7 distinctions and who makes the decision? 

8 

9 Q. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

I mean, let me just ask it this way: How is 

10 thing decision made? Is it by vote? Is it by motion? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

Q. Do you know how the decision is made? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. Calls for 

speculation. She doesn't have the facts of the 

specific amendment and she's already testified that 

that can't be determined without knowing the facts of 

the specific item that would come before the 

department. 

Q. And my question is: Is that going to result in a 

20 different type of analysis? 

21 

22 Q. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

Let me ask this: What address would we mail a 

23 amendment to? An application for an amendment, what 

24 address would we send it to? 

25 A. Our mailing address is listed on the front page 
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1 of the website you're currently on, which is 4052 Bald 

2 Cypress Way, Tallahassee, Florida 32399 Bin M-01. 

Is that where we send these applications? 

90 

3 

4 

Q. 

A. Your question was where do I mail the application 

5 and the answer I provided was our mailing address. 

6 Q. Okay. So that's where we send an application, 

7 would be to your mailing address? 

8 A. If you're going to mail something to the Office 

9 of Medical Marijuana Use, yes. 

10 

11 

12 

Q. 

A. 

What email address would we send it to? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

There is no required email address that they have 

13 to be sent to. 

14 Q. Is there any suggested email address? I mean, if 

15 I'm not going to mail it and I want to email it, who do I 

16 email it to? 

17 

18 A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

That decision is made by the medical marijuana 

19 treatment center. 

20 Q. Okay. How do they make that decision? What 

21 options for an email address would they use? 

22 

23 A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

I'm sorry, I can't tell -- provide any color on 

24 the decision-making process of an approved medical 

25 marijuana treatment center. 
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1 Q. 
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You understand the question I'm asking is how the 

2 decisions are made and I just am wondering --

3 A. Just to clarify, you just asked how an MMTC 

4 decides what email to send. That was the question. 

5 Q. And I -- candidly, I got that it's up to them to 

6 go figure out what email to send it to. That was the 

7 answer I heard. I'm going to leave that in the dust here 

8 and we're going to move back to my original question. 

9 How is a decision made? And you've given me a 

10 number of variables. And my question is: Does the 

11 decision-making process differ with each different type of 

12 amendment sought by an MMTC? And if so, how? 

13 

14 Q. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objection. 

And I've got a lot of objections and I've got a 

15 lot of irrelevants and I have heard that this is a legal 

16 conclusion. Are you familiar with the process of how the 

17 decisions are made? That's a yes or no question. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

I don't agree that's a yes or no question. 

Okay. Why do you not agree with that? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

What I just mentioned before, each application 

23 can differ on a multitude of variety of reasons and facts. 

24 And asking me to describe multiple hypotheticals is 

25 something that I can't accurately say. 
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92 

1 Q. I think my question was: Are you aware of how 

2 the process is conducted? Are you aware of how the 

3 decisions are made? And then, you've given me this 

4 description of variables, so I have to assume your answer 

5 would be yes, you are aware of how the decisions are made 

6 or you wouldn't know if there are any differences? 

7 

8 

9 made? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Yes. 

Okay. So you're aware of how the decisions are 

Yes. 

How are they made? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

It's a collaborative process at the Department of 

14 Health. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. How does the collaborative process work? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. This is not a 

case that involves a question of the process for 

approval of MMTC applications or amendments. This is 

entirely irrelevant to the claims asserted. So again, 

I make the same objection. 

I mean, at some point, Luke -- I don't know. I 

mean, this is not the case for that question. This is 

not a legal issue in this case. So at some point, I'm 

going to have to say that this is not reasonably 

calculated to lead to discovery of admissible evidence 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

in this case and this witness, who has answered these 

questions despite the objections, at some point we 

have to move back to the issues in your petition. 

MR. LIROT: And I think the availability of a 

growing plant is definitely something that would be 

discoverable and I'm asking how decisions are made on 

that issue. 

Now, I've already heard that they rely on all 

these other sources. I don't know -- once it gets to 

that collaborative process, I haven't heard an answer 

to how it's conducted. I don't know if it's under 

Roberts Rules of Order. Whether --

MR. GONZALEZ: She has given the answer of a 

collaborative process with the Legal Department 

involved and we have at every stage of this 

litigation, said that this is not -- home grow is not 

permitted under the law. Even the folks who drafted 

the amendment said it would not be allowed under the 

law. 

So we have repeatedly said that it is a legal 

question. She has already testified that the legal 

team is involved in the collaborative process and 

93 

so -- and there is no responsibility on the department 

to promulgate rules or regulate home grow because it's 

not legally allowed. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

94 

Now, that's the legal issue that will be at 

trial, but it's been asked and answered. The legal 

she's already said the legal team of the department is 

involved in the process and we have said it's not 

legal, so that's why -- that's how the decision is 

made and she's already testified to it. 

But it's not an issue in this case, the actual 

process of review of application and amendments 

because Mr. Redner doesn't even assert he's an MMTC or 

has ever personally applied for a MMTC license. 

So, at some point, we've got to get back to the 

issues in this case, which is whether or not he has a 

constitutional right to grow his own marijuana. 

MR. LIROT: And my question dealt with the 

application process for an amendment and I'm trying to 

understand how the collaborative process works, which 

should be an easy question to answer if she has some 

familiarity with that process. 

MR. GONZALEZ: She answered it. It involves 

legal review and the legal determination has been that 

that is not permitted. And so Judge Gievers will have 

to decide what she thinks the law is and the First DCA 

will review it. 

She's already answered the question. And this is 

not a case about an MMTC application or amendment or 
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1 

2 

the process. That's not anywhere in your complaint 

alleged. So it's not an issue in the case, so it's 

3 not relevant and it's not reasonably calculated to 

4 lead to the discovery of admissible evidence. 

5 BY MR. LIROT: 

6 Q. I get the impression that this collaborative 

7 process doesn't have any actual procedures or criteria? 

Q. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. Argumentative. 

What do they go by, other than the statute? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. It's not relevant and 

all the other objections we've raised. 

95 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

MR. LIROT: Let's go off the record for a minute. 

I think we kind of hit a wall here. Let me talk to my 

people and I'll be right back. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. 

(WHEREUPON, an off-the-record discussion was 

17 held.) 

18 BY MR. LIROT: 

19 Q. I just have one last question on this 

20 collaborative process. 

21 Is there any kind of written record or transcript 

22 or any memorialization of how the decisions are made? 

23 

24 

25 

MR. GONZALEZ: Object as irrelevant and 

overbroad, but she can answer to the best of her 

knowledge. 
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1 A. Approved MMTC's submit their applications in 

2 writing and the department responds in writing. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Q. Is there any record of how that decision is made 

other than the written response? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

MR. REDNER: She doesn't understand. 

THE WITNESS: Excuse me? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Is there a question? 

BY MR. LIROT: 

Q. You understand the question? 

11 Is there a transcript or any record made of the 

12 deliberation, if you will, if that's the right word, that 

13 occurs in making the decision before the written decision 

14 is issued? 

15 

16 

17 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

Q. Any notes? Records? Court reporter? I mean, 

there's a process that creates a decision. Is there a 

18 memorialization of what takes place in that process? 

19 MR. GONZALEZ: Asked and answered. She said 

20 that -- she said there is a written document. 

21 BY MR. LIROT: 

96 

22 Q. There is a written decision. I'm asking if there 

23 is a record of the deliberations. There's obviously a 

24 discussion among a collaboration of people. I'm wondering 

25 if there is a record of that discussion or any 
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1 memorialization of that collaborative effort to create a 

2 decision? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Asked and answered. And 3 

4 

5 

irrelevant. 

MR. LIROT: Fair enough. 

6 BY MR. LIROT: 

7 Q. So far we got an answer that there's a decision 

8 issued. My question is different. 

9 Is there a record or any kind of memorialization 

10 of the deliberations that go into making that decision? 

11 

12 A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

If the department has questions on the 

97 

13 application amendment as submitted, the department requests 

14 more information in writing and memorializes that in a 

15 letter to the MMTC. 

MR. ELEND: So no? 

THE WITNESS: Excuse 

MR. LIROT: I'm just 

THE WITNESS: No, not 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 responded to my answer? 

me? 

again 

you. Off camera, someone 

21 MR. LIROT: Everybody is getting tired and hungry 

22 here, so just bear with us for just a few more 

23 minutes. 

24 BY MR. LIROT: 

25 Q. My question was and I think we're getting closer, 
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98 

1 is there a record kept of the deliberative process that 

2 creates these decisions? If they have a question, I'm sure 

3 they send that question to the applicant. The applicant 

4 responds. 

5 But in the deliberations that take place within 

6 that collaborative group, is there any memorialization, 

7 notes, court reporter, anything that would memorialize what 

8 issues were discussed, what decisions were made, what 

9 questions were posed before a decision was made? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

MR. GONZALEZ: Irrelevant and asked and answered. 

She just explained what documents would be involved in 

the process. 

Q. 

A. 

You understand my question? 

If the department has questions that they need 

15 answers on before approving or denying an application 

16 amendment, it is requested in writing to the MMTC. 

17 Q. Okay. Is there a record of the proceedings that 

18 would have generated those questions? 

19 

20 A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

The questions are asked in that letter. That is 

21 the document. 

22 

23 

Q. 

questions. 

Okay. Something had to have generated those 

Is there a record of the deliberations that 

24 would have generated those questions? 

25 MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 
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1 A. The deliberation, the questions are in the 

2 letter. 

3 Q. I won't disagree with that. But is there a 

4 memorialization or any record of what discussions are had 

5 amongst this collaborative group that would have generated 

6 a question? 

99 

7 

8 

9 

MR. GONZALEZ: Asked and answered. She has given 

you the answer to the question of what documents are 

involved in the process. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

MR. LIROT: She's given me the beginning and the 

end. I'm asking about the middle. 

A. There is the initial application amendment as 

submitted by the approved MMTC. If the department would 

14 like more information, that is a letter that is sent to the 

15 approved medical marijuana treatment center to which they 

16 respond and that is prior to the final approval or denial 

17 letter. The letter I'm referring to in my previous answer 

18 is that in-the-middle letter. 

19 Q. That's the question. Obviously there's some 

20 deliberation that takes place amongst this collaborative 

21 group. My question is: Is there a record or a transcript 

22 or any notes or rough verbatim of the discussion between 

23 these members of that collaborative group before a decision 

24 is made or a question is asked? 

25 MR. GONZALEZ: Objection. It's irrelevant to 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

1132 

1 

2 

3 

4 

this case and it's asked and answered. 

MR. LIROT: It's been asked a few times. I'm 

still looking for an answer to that question. 

THE WITNESS: If the department has a question, 

100 

5 it is noted in the letter. 

6 BY MR. LIROT: 

7 

8 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. Do you know who opens the letter? 

At the approved medical marijuana treatment 

9 center? 

10 Q. No. The letter asking you for an amendment, 

11 asking the DOH for an amendment? 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

MR. GONZALEZ: Asked and answered. 

MR. REDNER: Who opens the letter? 

MR. GONZALEZ: Asked and answered. You asked 

about this, the transmission of these documents and it 

depends, was her answer, depends on how they're 

transmitted and there's -- just no more specific 

because it could be different. 

I mean, that has been asked and it has been 

answered. And it is irrelevant to the claims in this 

case. 

MR. LIROT: I understand your position. 

23 BY MR. LIROT: 

24 Q. But is it a group of people? Could it be anybody 

25 that's at the front desk with their computer on? I'm just 
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101 

1 trying to find out who the universe of recipients would be 

2 that accept these applications for an amendment and would 

3 pass those on to this collaborative committee? 

4 

5 A. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

Like I said previously, application amendments 

6 are submitted to the Office of Medical Marijuana Use. 

7 Q. Somebody in the office has to administer them? 

8 You agree with that, right? 

9 A. No, I do not agree with that. As I previously 

10 stated, it is not a single person that receives all 

11 application amendments. 

12 Q. Okay. Who would be amongst the group of people 

13 that receives them? 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. It depends. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Same objections. 

MR. LIROT: Well, "it depends" is a good answer I 

guess. So I don't have any additional questions. I 

thank you for your time and attention today. And wish 

you all the best on a lovely day in Tallahassee. 

I don't know if Mr. Gonzalez has any questions, 

but I'll certainly make --

MR. GONZALEZ: I don't have any questions. 

we get -- has the deposition notice already been 

attached to the depo transcript for Mr. Coppola? 

MR. LIROT: Not that I'm aware of. 
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102 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. I'll just have that 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

attached. If the court reporter will attach a copy of 

that. Does court reporter have a copy of it available 

right now? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

(WHEREUPON, an off-the-record discussion was 

held.) 

(WHEREUPON, the exhibit was so marked by the 

Court Reporter.) 

THE COURT REPORTER: Read or waive? 

MR. GONZALEZ: She will read. You can send it to 

my office. We're off the record? 

MR. LIROT: We're off the record. 

14 STIPULATION 

15 It was stated by counsel that the exercise of 

16 reading and signing the transcript would not be waived. 

17 

18 (WHEREUPON, the taking of the deposition was 

19 concluded at 12:34 p.m.) 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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State of 

County of 

Signature of Witness 

Printed Name of Witness 

103 

CERTIFICATE OF OATH 

Date 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I personally administered an oath 

for testimony in evidence at deposition held via VTC/Skype 

in the matter of Redner v. Florida Department of Health, 

Case No. 2017-CA-002403, in the Circuit Court of the Second 

Judicial Circuit, in and for Leon County, Florida, to 

_____________ , who is personally known to me 

as identification. or 

(Seal) 

has produced 

Notary Public, State of 

Printed Name of Notary: ______________ _ 

My commission expires: 

My commission number is: 
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1 

2 

CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

3 STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH 

4 

5 

104 

I, V. LIZ NIEVES, Court Reporter, do hereby certify 
6 that I was authorized to and did stenographically report 

the deposition of COURTNEY COPPOLA; that a review of the 
7 transcript was not requested; and that the foregoing 

transcript, pages 1 through 102, is a true record of my 
8 stenographic notes. 

9 I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative, 
employee, or attorney, or counsel of any of the parties, 

10 nor am I a relative or employee of any of the parties 
attorney or counsel connected with the action, nor am I 

11 financially interested in the action. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

DATED this 15th day of March, 2018. 

. /~~.4 ( 
-- . __ /.~;.. --<:' .:t- ----- ~ 
V. LIZ NIEV

1

ES 
Registered Professional Reporter 
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1 ERRATA SHEET 

2 STYLE: JOSEPH REDNER v. DEPARMENT OF HEALTH 
CASE NO: 2017-CA-002403 

3 DATE TAKEN: March 8, 2018 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

DEPOSITION OF: COURTNEY COPPOLA 

PAGE LINE CHANGE REASON 
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22 Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have read the 
foregoing document and that the facts stated in it are 

23 true. 

24 

25 

Date COURTNEY COPPOLA 
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106 

1 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA, IN AND FOR LEON COUNTY 

2 

3 JOSEPH REDNER, an individual, 

4 Plaintiff, 

5 

6 

vs. Civil Division: S 
CASE NO: 2017-CA-002403 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
7 an agency of the State of 

Florida, 
8 

Defendant. 
9 

10 

11 

12 

IN RE: DEPOSITION OF COURTNEY COPPOLA 
TAKEN: 
TO: 

March 8, 2018 
Courtney Coppola 
C/o Jason Brent Gonzalez, Esquire 

At the conclusion of your deposition in the above-styled 
13 case you indicated that you would read and sign your 

testimony. 
14 

Arrangements can be made to accommodate you at a reporting 
15 office of your convenience. Please call Integra Reporting 

at 813-868-5130 to set up an appointment. 
16 

I would suggest you facilitate this within the next 30 days 
17 so counsel will have the benefit of any corrections or 

amendments you may wish to make. 
18 

19 

20 

21 

If you have any questions, please do not 
Thank/Y"oJ/22.__a_dvance for your assistance 

Resbec~.h11~~s~bmi L ted~ 

hesitate to call. 
in this regard. 

22 V. Liz Nieves 

23 

24 

25 
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FLORIDA CONSITUTION- ARTICLE X, SECTION 29 

SECTION 29. Medical marijuana production, possession and use.

(a) PUBLIC POLICY. 

(1) The medical use of marijuana by a qualifying patient or caregiver in compliance with this 

section is not subject to criminal or civil liability or sanctions under Florida law. 

(2) A physician shall not be subject to criminal or civil liability or sanctions under Florida law solely 

for issuing a physician certification with reasonable care to a person diagnosed with a debilitating 

medical condition in compliance with this section. 

(3) Actions and conduct by a Medical Marijuana Treatment Center registered with the Department, 

or its agents or employees, and in compliance with this section and Department regulations, shall not 

be subject to criminal or civil liability or sanctions under Florida law. 

(b) DEFINITIONS. For purposes of this section, the following words and terms shall have the 

following meanings: 

(1) "Debilitating Medical Condition" means cancer, epilepsy, glaucoma, positive status for human 

immunodeficiency virus (HIV), acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS), post-traumatic stress 

disorder (PTSD), amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), Crohn's disease, Parkinson's disease, multiple 

sclerosis, or other debilitating medical conditions of the same kind or class as or comparable to those 

enumerated, and for which a physician believes that the medical use of marijuana would likely 

outweigh the potential health risks for a patient. 

(2) "Department" means the Department of Health or its successor agency. 

(3) "Identification card" means a document issued by the Department that identifies a qualifying 

patient or a caregiver. 

(4) "Marijuana" has the meaning given cannabis in Section 893.02(3), Florida Statutes (2014), and, 

in addition, "Low-THC cannabis" as defined in Section 381. 986(1 )(b), Florida Statutes (2014), shall also 

be included in the meaning of the term "marijuana." 

(5) "Medical Marijuana Treatment Center" (MMTC) means an entity that acquires, cultivates, 

possesses, processes (including development of related products such as food, tinctures, aerosols, oils, 

or ointments), transfers, transports, sells, distributes, dispenses, or administers marijuana, products 

containing marijuana, related supplies, or educational materials to qualifying patients or their 

caregivers and is registered by the Department. 

(6) "Medical use" means the acquisition, possession, use, delivery, transfer, or administration of an 

amount of marijuana not in conflict with Department rules, or of related supplies by a qualifying 

patient or caregiver for use by the caregiver's designated qualifying patient for the treatment of a 

debilitating medical condition. 

EXHIBIT 

1 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

1140 

(7) "Caregiver" means a person who is at least twenty-one (21) years old who has agreed to assist 

with a qualifying patient's medical use of marijuana and has qualified for and obtained a caregiver 

identification card issued by the Department. The Department may limit the number of qualifying 

patients a caregiver may assist at one time and the number of caregivers that a qualifying patient may 

have at one time. Caregivers are prohibited from consuming marijuana obtained for medical use by the 

qualifying patient. 

(8) "Physician" means a person who is licensed to practice medicine in Florida. 

(9) "Physician certification" means a written document signed by a physician, stating that in the 

physician's professional opinion, the patient suffers from a debilitating medical condition, that the 

medical use of marijuana would likely outweigh the potential health risks for the patient, and for how 

long the physician recommends the medical use of marijuana for the patient. A physician certification 

may only be provided after the physician has conducted a physical examination and a full assessment of 

the medical history of the patient. In order for a physician certification to be issued to a minor, a 

parent or legal guardian of the minor must consent in writing. 

(10) "Qualifying patient" means a person who has been diagnosed to have a debilitating medical 

condition, who has a physician certification and a valid qualifying patient identification card. If the 

Department does not begin issuing identification cards within nine (9) months after the effective date 

of this section, then a valid physician certification will serve as a patient identification card in order to 

allow a person to become a "qualifying patient" until the Department begins issuing identification 

cards. 

(c) LIMITATIONS. 

(1) Nothing in this section allows for a violation of any law other than for conduct in compliance 

with the provisions of this section. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall affect or repeal laws relating to non·medical use, possession, 

production, or sale of marijuana. 

(3) Nothing in this section authorizes the use of medical marijuana by anyone other than a 

qualifying patient. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall permit the operation of any vehicle, aircraft, train or boat while 

under the influence of marijuana. 

(5) Nothing in this section requires the violation of federal law or purports to give immunity under 

federal law. 

(6) Nothing in this section shall require any accommodation of any on-site medical use of marijuana 

in any correctional institution or detention facility or place of education or employment, or of smoking 

medical marijuana in any public place. 

(7) Nothing in this section shall require any health insurance provider or any government agency or 

authority to reimburse any person for expenses related to the medical use of marijuana. 

2 
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(8) Nothing in this section shall affect or repeal laws relating to negligence or professional 

malpractice on the part of a qualified patient, caregiver, physician, MMTC, or its agents or employees. 

(d} DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. The Department shall issue reasonable regulations necessary for 

the implementation and enforcement of this section. The purpose of the regulations is to ensure the 

availability and safe use of medical marijuana by qualifying patients. It is the duty of the Department 

to promulgate regulations in a timely fashion. 

(1} Implementing Regulations. In order to allow the Department sufficient time after passage of 

this section, the following regulations shall be promulgated no later than six (6) months after the 

effective date of this section: 

a. Procedures for the issuance and annual renewal of qualifying patient identification cards to 

people with physician certifications and standards for renewal of such identification cards. Before 

issuing an identification card to a minor, the Department must receive written consent from the 

minor's parent or legal guardian, in addition to the physician certification. 

b. Procedures establishing qualifications and standards for caregivers, including conducting 

appropriate background checks, and procedures for the issuance and annual renewal of caregiver 

identification cards. 

c. Procedures for the registration of MMTCs that include procedures for the issuance, renewal, 

suspension and revocation of registration, and standards to ensure proper security, record keeping, 

testing, labeling, inspection, and safety. 

d. A regulation that defines the amount of marijuana that could reasonably be presumed to be an 

adequate supply for qualifying patients' medical use, based on the best available evidence. This 

presumption as to quantity may be overcome with evidence of a particular qualifying patient's 

appropriate medical use. 

(2) Identification cards and registrations. The Department shall begin issuing qualifying patient and 

caregiver identification cards, and registering MMTCs no later than nine (9) months after the effective 

date of this section. 

(3) If the Department does not issue regulations, or if the Department does not begin issuing 

identification cards and registering MMTCs within the time limits set in this section, any Florida citizen 

shall have standing to seek judicial relief to compel compliance with the Department's constitutional 

duties. 

(4) The Department shall protect the confidentiality of all qualifying patients. All records 

containing the identity of qualifying patients shall be confidential and kept from public disclosure other 

than for valid medical or law enforcement purposes. 

(e) LEGISLATION. Nothing in this section shall limit the legislature from enacting laws consistent 

with this section. 

3 
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(f) SEVERABILITY. The provisions of this section are severable and if any clause, sentence, 

paragraph or section of this measure, or an application thereof, is adjudged invalid by a court of 

competent jurisdiction other provisions shall continue to be in effect to the fullest extent possibte. 

Hlstory.-Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State January 9, 2015; adopted 2016. 
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The 2017 Florida Statutes 

Title XLVI 
CRIMES 

Chapter 893 
DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION AND CONTROL 

View Entire Chapt 

893.02 Definitions.-The following words and phrases as used in this chapter shall have 

the following meanings, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) "Administer" or "administration" means the direct application of a controlled 

substance, whether by injection, inhalation, ingestion, or any other means, to the body of a 

person or animal. 

(2) "Cannabinoid receptor agonist" means a chemical compound or substance that, 

according to scientific or medical research, study, testing, or analysis demonstrates the 

presence of binding activity at one or more of the CB1 or CB2 cell membrane receptors 

located within the human body. 

1(3) "Cannabis" means all parts of any plant of the genus Cannabis, whether growing or 

not; the seeds thereof; the resin extracted from any part of the plant; and every compound, 

manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant or its seeds or resin. The 

term does not include "marijuana," as defined in s. 381. 986, if manufactured, possessed, 

sold, purchased, delivered, distributed, or dispensed, in conformance with s. 381. 986. 

(4) "Controlled substance" means any substance named or described in Schedules l·V of 

s.893.03. Laws controlling the manufacture, distribution, preparation, dispensing, or 

administration of such substances are drug abuse laws. 

(5) "Cultivating" means the preparation of any soil or hydroponic medium for the planting 

of a controlled substance or the tending and care or harvesting of a controlled substance. 

@ 
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(6) "Deliver" or "delivery" means the actual, constructive, or attempted transfer from 

one person to another of a controlled substance, whether or not there is an agency 

relationship. 

(7) "Dispense" means the transfer of possession of one or more doses of a medicinal drug 

by a pharmacist or other licensed practitioner to the ultimate consumer thereof or to one 

who represents that it is his or her intention not to consume or use the same but to transfer 

the same to the ultimate consumer or user for consumption by the ultimate consumer or user.; 

(8) "Distribute" means to deliver, other than by administering or dispensing, a controlled 

substance. 

(9) "Distributor" means a person who distributes. 

(10) "Department" means the Department of Health. 

(11) "Homologue" means a chemical compound in a series in which each compound differs l 

by one or more repeating hydrocarbon functional group units at any single point within the 

compound. 

(12) "Hospital" means an institution for the care and treatment of the sick and injured, 

licensed pursuant to the provisions of chapter 395 or owned or operated by the state or 

Federal Government. 

(13) "Laboratory" means a laboratory approved by the Drug Enforcement Administration 

as proper to be entrusted with the custody of controlled substances for scientific, medical, or 

instructional purposes or to aid law enforcement officers and prosecuting attorneys in the 

enforcement of this chapter. 

(14) "Listed chemical" means any precursor chemical or essential chemical named or 

described in s. 893.033. 

(15 )(a) "Manufacture" means the production, preparation, propagation, compounding, 

cultivating, growing, conversion, or processing of a controlled substance, either directly or 

indirectly, by extraction from substances of natural origin, or independently by means of 

chemical synthesis, or by a combination of extraction and chemical synthesis, and includes 

any packaging of the substance or labeling or relabeling of its container, except that this term 

does not include the preparation, compounding, packaging, or labeling of a controlled 

substance by: 

I 

1. A practitioner or pharmacist as an incident to his or her administering or delivering of a i 

controlled substance in the course of his or her professional practice. 
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I 2. A practitioner, or by his or her authorized agent under the practitioner's supervision, 

for the purpose of, or as an incident to, research, teaching, or chemical analysis, and not for 

sale. 

lnterpr 
Deaf a 

(b) "Manufacturer" means and includes every person who prepares, derives, produces, 

compounds, or repackages any drug as defined by the Florida Drug and Cosmetic Act. 

However, this definition does not apply to manufacturers of patent or proprietary 

preparations as defined in the Florida Pharmacy Act. Pharmacies, and pharmacists employed 

thereby, are specifically excluded from this definition. 

(16) "Mixture" means any physical combination of two or more substances, including, but 

not limited to, a blend, an aggregation, a suspension, an emulsion, a solution, or a dosage 

unit, whether or not such combination can be separated into its components by physical 

means, whether mechanical or thermal. 

(17) "Nitrogen-heterocyclic analog" means an analog of a controlled substance which has 

a single carbon atom in a cyclic structure of a compound replaced by a nitrogen atom. 

(18) "Patient" means an individual to whom a controlled substance is lawfully dispensed 

or administered pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 

(19) "Pharmacist" means a person who is licensed pursuant to chapter 465 to practice the 

profession of pharmacy in this state. 

(20) "Positional isomer" means any substance that possesses the same molecular formula 

and core structure and that has the same functional group or substituent as those found in the1 

respective controlled substance, attached at any positions on the core structure, but in such 

manner that no new chemical functionalities are created and no existing chemical 

functionalities are destroyed relative to the respective controlled substance. Rearrangements 

of alkyl moieties within or between functional groups or substituents, or divisions or 

combinations of alkyl moieties, which do not create new chemical functionalities or destroy 

existing chemical functionalities, are allowed and include resulting compounds that are 

positional isomers. As used in this definition, the term "core structure" means the parent 

molecule that is the common basis for the class that includes, but is not limited to, 

tryptamine, phenethylamine, or ergoline. Examples of rearrangements resulting in creation or 

destruction of chemical functionalities, and therefore resulting in compounds that are not 

positional isomers, include, but are not limited to, ethoxy to alpha-hydroxyethyl, hydroxy and 

methyl to methoxy, or the repositioning of a phenolic or alcoholic hydroxy group to create a 

hydroxyamine. Examples of rearrangements resulting in compounds that would be positional 
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isomers, include, but are not limited to, tert-butyl to sec-butyl, methoxy and ethyl to 

isopropoxy, N,N-dfethyl to N·methyl-N-propyl, or alpha-methylamino to N-methylamino. 

(21) "Possession" includes temporary possession for the purpose of verification or testing, 

irrespective of dominion or control. 

(22) "Potential for abuse" means that a substance has properties of a central nervous 

system stimulant or depressant or an hallucinogen that create a substantial likelihood of its 

being: 

(a) Used in amounts that create a hazard to the user's health or the safety of the 

community; 

(b) Diverted from legal channels and distributed through illegal channels; or 

(c) Taken on the user's own initiative rather than on the basis of professional medical 

advice. 

Proof of potential for abuse can be based upon a showing that these activities are already taking) 

place, or upon a showing that the nature and properties of the substance make it reasonabl~ 

to assume that there is a substantial likelihood that such activities wm take place, in othe~ 

than isolated or occasional instances. 

(23) "Practitioner" means a physician licensed under chapter 458, a dentist licensed unde/ 

chapter 466, a veterinarian licensed under chapter 474, an osteopathic physician licensed 

under chapter 459, an advanced registered nurse practitioner certified under chapter 464, a 

naturopath licensed under chapter 462, a certified optometrist licensed under chapter 463, a 

psychiatric nurse as defined ins. 394.455, a podiatric physician licensed under chapter 461, 

or a physician assistant licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459, provided such practitioner 

holds a valid federal controlled substance registry number. 

(24) "Prescription" includes any order for drugs or medicinal supplies which is written or 

transmitted by any means of communication by a licensed practitioner authorized by the laws 

of this state to prescribe such drugs or medicinal supplies, is issued in good faith and in the 

course of professional practice, is intended to be dispensed by a person authorized by the 

laws of this state to do so, and meets the requirements of s. 893.04. 

(a) The term also includes an order for drugs or medicinal supplies transmftted or written 

by a physician, dentist, veterinarian, or other practitioner licensed to practice in a state 

other than Florida, but only if the pharmacist called upon to fill such an order determines, in 

the exercise of his or her professional judgment, that the order was issued pursuant to a valid 

patient-physician relationship, that it is authentic, and that the drugs or medicinal supplies 
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ordered are considered necessary for the continuation of treatment of a chronic or recurrent 

illness. 

(b) If the physician writing the prescription is not known to the pharmacist, the 

pharmacist shall obtain proof to a reasonable certainty of the validity of the prescription. 

(c) A prescription for a controlled substance may not be issued on the same prescription 

blank with another prescription for a controlled substance that is named or described in a 

different schedule or with another prescription for a medicinal drug, as defined in 

s. 465.003(8), that is not a controlled substance. 

(25) "Wholesaler" means any person who acts as a jobber, wholesale merchant, or broker, 

or an agent thereof, who sells or distributes for resale any drug as defined by the Florida Drug: 

and Cosmetic Act. However, this definition does not apply to persons who sell only patent or 

proprietary preparations as defined in the Florida Pharmacy Act. Pharmacies, and pharmacists! 

employed thereby, are specifically excluded from this definition. 

Hfstory.--s. 2, ch. 73-331; s. 1, ch. 75-18; s. 470, ch. n-147; s. 1, ch. n-174; s. 184, ch. 79-164; s. i, ch. 

79-325; s. 37, ch. 82-225; s. 169, ch. 83-216; s. 1, ch. 85-242; s. 1, ch. 91-279; s. 1, ch. 92-19; s. 1434, ch. 97-

102; s. 104, ch. 97-264; s. 234, ch. 98-166; s. 300, ch. 99-8; s. 10, ch. 99-186; s. 1, ch. 2000-320; s. 3, ch. 

2001-55; s. 10, ch. 2002-78; s.13, ch. 2005-128; s. 1, ch. 2008-184; s.18, ch. 2010·117; s.1, ch. 2011-73; s. 

12, ch. 2013-26; s. 5, ch. 2014-157; s. 1, ch. 2016-105; s. 5, ch. 2016-145; s. 18, ch. 2016-224; s. 9, ch. 2016-

231; ss. 1, 10, ch. 2017-232. 

1Note.-----Section 1, ch. 2017-232, provides that "[i]t is the intent of the Legislature to implements. 29, 

Article X of the State Constitution by creating a unified regulatory structure. Ifs. 29, Article X of the State 

Constitution is amended or a constitutional amendment related to cannabis or marijuana is adopted, this act 

shall expire 6 months after the effective date of such amendment." If such amendment or adoption takes 

place, subsection (3), as amended bys. 1, ch. 2017-232, will read: 

(3) "Cannabis" means alt parts of any plant of the genus Cannabis, whether growing or not; the seed~ 

thereof; the resin extracted from any part of the plant; and every compound, manufacture, salt, derivative,; 

mixture, or preparation of the plant or its seeds or resin. The term does not include "low-THC cannabis," as; 

defined in s. 381. 986, if manufactured, possessed, sotd, purchased, delivered, distributed, or dispensed, if1i 

conformance with s. 381. 986. 
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EXCERPTS FOR MS. COPPOLA- 3-8-18 

Article X, Section 29 (d)(l)(d), provides a mechanism for the DOH to address the amount of 
medical marijuana deemed to be an adequate supply for a qualifying patient: 

(d) DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT ... 

(I) Implementing Regulations ... 

d. A regulation that defines the amount of marijuana that could reasonably be 

presumed to be an adequate supply for qualifying patients' medical use, based on the 

best available evidence. This presumption as to quantity may he overcome with 

evidence of a particular qualifving patient's appropriate medical use. 

Consistent with Article X, Section 29 (d)(l)(d), there is, now, an "administrative remedy" in Sec. 
381.986(4)(c), under "Physician Certification," that Mr. Redner wishes to "exhaust": 

( c) A qualified physician may not issue a physician certification for more than three 70-

day supply limits of marijuana. The department sl,all quantify by rule a daily dose 

amount with equivalent dose amounts for each allowable form of marijuana dispensed 

by a medical marijuana treatment center. The department shall use the daily dose 

amount to calculate a 70-day supply. 

1. A qualified p/1ysician may request an exception to the daily dose amount limit. The 

request shall be made electronically on a form adopted by the department in rule and 

must include, at a minimum: 

a. The qualified patient's qualifying medical condition. 

b. The dosage and route of administration that was insufficient to provide relief to the 

qualified patient. 

c. A description of how the patient will benefit from an increased amount. 

d. The minimum daily dose amount of marijuana that would be sufficient for the 

treatment of the qualified patient's qualifying medical condition. 

2. A qualified physician must provide the qualified patient's records upon the request of 

the department. 

3. The department shall approve or disapprove the request within 14 days after receipt 

of the complete docwnentation required by this paragraph. The request shall be deemed 

approved if the department fails to act within this time period. 

EXHIBIT 
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Filing #,68722504 E-Filed 03/02/2018 01:53:09 PM 

IN THE cmCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

JOSEPH REDNER, an individual, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

CIVIL DIVISION 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
an agency of the State of Florida, 

Defendant. ____________ / 

Civil Division: S 
Case No.: 2017-CA-002403 

NOTICE OF TAKING DEPOSITION IN LIEU OF HEARING TESTIMONY 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Plaintiff, JOSEPH REDNER, through the undersigned 

counsel, will take the deposition by oral examination, in lieu of testimony at non-jury trial 

scheduled for March 21, 2018, of the persons named below, at the date, time, and location 

indicated below: 

NAME 

Dr. Barry Gordon ( via Skype) 

Joseph Redner 

Courtney Coppola (via Skype) 

DATEffIME 

Thursday 
March 8, 2018 
8:30 a.m. 

Thursday 
March 8, 2018 
9:00 a.m. 

Thursday 
March 8, 2018 
9:30 a.m. 

LOCATION 

Shutts & Bowen, LLP 
Suite 300 
4301 West Boy Scout Boulevard 
Tampa, Florida 33607 

Shutts & Bowen, LLP 
Suite 300 
4301 West Boy Scout Boulevard 
Tampa, Florida 33607 

Shutts & Bowen, LLP 
Suite 300 
4301 West Boy Scout Boulevard 
Tampa, Florida 33607 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

1150 

before an Official or Deputy Court Reporter and Notary Public of Integra Reporting Services, or 

before a duly designated representative, who is not of counsel to the parties or interested in the 

events of the cause, for the purpose of discovery or evidence, for use at trial, or for such other 

purposes as are pem1itted under the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure. The oral examination shall 

continue from day to day until completed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Isl Luke Lirot 
Luke Lirot, Esquire 
Florida Bar Number 714836 
Luke Charles Lirot, P.A. 
2240 Belleair Road, Suite 190 
Clearwater, Florida 33764 
Telephone: (727) 536-2100 
Facsimile: (727) 536-2110 
Email: luke2@lirotlaw.com 
Alternate email addresses: 
jimmy@tirotlaw.com 
justin@lirotlaw.com 
Attorney for Plaintiff 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on March 2, 2018, a true and correct copy of the above and 

foregoing has been furnished in accordance with Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516 to 

Michael J. Williams, Esquire at michael.williams@flhealth.o:ov, to Amber Stoner, Esquire at 

amberstoner@shutts.com, to Jason Brent Gonzalez, Esquire at iasongonzalez@shutts.com, and 

to Amanda L. Derby-Carter, Esquire at Arnanda.l.derby@gmail.com. 

ls/Luke Li rot 
Luke Lirot, Esquire 
Florida Bar Number 714836 

2 
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Filing# 69370050 E-Filed 03/16/2018 11 :35:58 AM 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA, IN AND FOR LEON COUNTY 

JOSEPH REDNER, an individual, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. Civil Division: S 
CASE NO: 2017-CA-002403 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
an agency of the State of 
Florida, 

Defendant. 

********************************************************** 

DEPOSITION OF: JOSEPH RICHARD REDNER 

PURSUANT TO NOTICE 
COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANT 

TAKEN: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

LOCATION: 

REPORTED BY: 

March 8, 2017 

12:44 P.M - 12:49 P.M. 

Shutts & Bowen, LLP 
Suite 300 
4301 West Boy Scout Boulevard 
Tampa, Florida 33607 

V. LIZ NIEVES 
Integra Reporting 

Registered Professional Reporter 

Notary Public 

Commission No. FF186474 

Expires: 12/30/2018 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813} 868-5130 

I{ II 

Exhibit C ---
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APPEARANCES: 

LUKE LIROT, ESQUIRE 
Luke Charles Lirot, P.A. 
2240 Belleair Road 
Suite 190 
Clearwater, Florida 33764 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

JASON BRENT GONZALEZ, ESQUIRE (via Skype) 
Shutts & Bowen, LLP 
215 South Monroe Street 
Suite 804 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Attorney for Defendant 

JEFF MARKS 
ADAM ELEND 
KYLE BURNS 

INDEX 

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. LIROT 
STIPULATION 
CERTIFICATE OF OATH 

CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

E X H I B I T S 

(None marked) 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 

PAGE 

3 
6 
7 

8 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

THE COURT REPORTER: Do you swear or affirm the 

testimony that you are about to give will be the 

truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

3 

5 JOSEPH RICHARD REDNER, 

6 the deponent herein, being duly sworn under oath, was 

7 examined and testified as follows: 

8 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

9 BY MR. LIROT: 

10 Q. State your name and spell your name for the 

11 record? 

12 A. Joseph Richard Redner. J-o-s-e-p-h. 

13 R-i-c-h-a-r-d. R-e-d-n-e-r. 

14 Q. Mr. Redner, you're the Plaintiff in this case. 

15 For appearances, Luke Lirot on behalf of Mr. Redner. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

MR. GONZALEZ: Sorry. Go ahead. 

MR. LIROT: I just made my appearance and I'm 

inviting you for yours. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Okay. Jason Gonzalez for the 

Florida Department of Health. 

MR. LIROT: All right. 

22 BY MR. LIROT: 

23 Q. So, Mr. Redner, you've had an opportunity to give 

24 a prior deposition in this case and also provide testimony 

25 on December 20th to the judge. I have just a few follow-up 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

1154 

1 questions here. 

2 As a matter of predicate, this record would show 

3 that Dr. Gordon has recommended to you that the best route 

4 of administration to deal with your previous cancer 

5 condition would be to juice cannabis. You certainly would 

6 agree with that? 

7 

8 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

All right. And on the issue of how you would 

9 conduct that process, what would you do to grow and consume 

10 medical marijuana in accordance with that recommendation? 

11 A. So I would grow it in a secure place that -- that 

12 only I would -- that people that were legally accessible to 

13 would be accessible to it. And I would grow it as to the 

14 recommendation in the -- given to me by Dr. Gordon. 

15 

16 

17 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Okay. 

And I would juice it and I would drink it. 

Okay. And I think you had testified that you're 

18 looking to juice eight ounces a day? 

19 

20 

21 

A. I think that eight ounces a day is probably a 

good amount. It's probably what I do a day in fruit that I 

juice every day. It seemed to work on my cancer that I do 

22 juice this fruit and these nuts and seeds and products. 

23 And I believe that medical marijuana juiced eight ounces a 

24 day would give me nutritions that I -- and cannabinoids and 

25 things for my system that I wouldn't be able to get any 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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1 other way. 

2 Q. And is that consistent with the recommendation of 

3 the number of plants that Dr. Gordon has provided you? 

4 

5 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

All right. Tell me a little bit more about what 

6 security methods you would use for the growing plants that 

7 we've discussed. 

8 

9 have 

A. Well, I have a warehouse zoned industrial. I 

it's secure on the outside. I have a room inside 

10 that I lease out to companies that use it for storage of 

11 material. And in this room, they lock this room so it 

12 has -- it's double security. There is security that you 

13 can't get in the building unless you're -- you come by an 

14 office desk that is manned all day. 

15 And then you would have to go inside through the 

16 office to the warehouse and open a locked door to get into 

17 this room. It has ceilings. It has no windows. There's no 

18 access to this room, except through that locked door. 

19 I intend to put in an irrigation system to grow 

20 this marijuana because it takes a plant that is growing 

21 these plants go through a life cycle. They die after 

22 they've been most of the stuff has been picked off of 

23 it. So you have to have other plants ready to fill the 

24 need for that -- when that plant dies, you have to have 

25 plants. 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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6 

1 So you need plants at various stages of growth in 

2 order to keep your supply up every day. And that is 

3 important that you get this every single day the same way I 

4 get my fruits, my nuts, my seeds, my vegetables, my legumes. 

5 It's all a matter of regiment for health that I 

6 believe helps my cancer and will keep me from reoccurrence 

7 of the cancer and keep the cancer from coming back. 

8 Q. All right. Obviously, in what you've described, 

9 no member of the public would be able to see any of these 

10 growing plants? 

11 A. Wouldn't be able to see it. Wouldn't be able to 

12 touch it. Could come in the building and still couldn't 

13 get to the plants. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

MR. LIROT: Okay. I don't have any additional 

questions. 

MR. GONZALEZ: I don't have anything further. 

MR. LIROT: All right. Would you like to read or waive? 

THE WITNESS: Waive. 

MR. LIROT: Thank you, Jason. 

MR. GONZALEZ: Thank you all. 

21 STIPULATION 

22 It was stated by counsel that the exercise of 

23 reading and signing the transcript would be waived. 

24 (WHEREUPON, the taking of the deposition was 

25 concluded at 12:49 p.m.) 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 
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CERTIFICATE OF OATH 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
3 COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH 

4 ************************* 

5 

6 

7 I, V. Liz Nieves, the undersigned Notary Public, 
State of Florida, certify that JOSEPH RICHARD REDNER, who 

8 is personally known to me, in the aforesaid proceedings 
appeared before me on and was duly sworn. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Signed this date: 14th day of March, 2018. 

V. LIZ NIEVES, 
Court Reporter 
Notary Public, State of Florid 
C019Pl51),'ST.:... _!>l_o. FFl 8 6 4 7 4 
E~pir~ 127},-9:_2018 ( //,.~ < l -----

l 
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

3 STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH 

4 

5 I, V. LIZ NIEVES, Court Reporter, do hereby certify that 
I was authorized to and did stenographically report the 

6 deposition of JOSEPH RICHARD REDNER; that a review of the 
transcript was not requested; and that the foregoing 

7 transcript, pages 1 through 6, is a true record of my 
stenographic notes. 

8 
I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative, employee, or 

9 attorney, or counsel of any of the parties, nor am I a 
relative or employee of any of the parties attorney or 

10 counsel connected with the action, nor am I financially 
interested in the action. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

DATED this 14th day of March 2018. 

/7 
j(~~{----C_ 

V. LIZ NIEVES 
Registered Professional Reporter 

INTEGRA REPORTING GROUP, LLC 
Tampa, FL (813) 868-5130 

8 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH vs. JOSEPH  REDNER  
LT. CASE NO: 2017 CA 002403 

HT. CASE NO: 1D18-1505-SUPPLEMENT 

1159 
 

CERTIFICATE OF CLERK 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

COUNTY OF LEON 

I, Gwen Marshall, Clerk of the Circuit Court for the County of Leon, State of 
Florida, 

do hereby certify that the foregoing pages of the inclusive contain the record of the 

judgment in the case of FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HELATH (VS) JOSEPH 

REDNER, AN INDIVIDUAL and is a true and correct recital of all such papers and 

proceedings in said cause as appears in the records and files in my office that have been 

directed to be included in said record pursuant to the Florida Rules of Appellate 

Procedure. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the Seal of said 

Court this 20rnVday of AUGUST, 2018. 

GWEN MARSHALL 
CLERK & COMPTROLLER 
LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY: Linda J. Thompson 
Deputy Clerk 
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